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Subject Year Term 
Politics 13 1 

Topic 

USA Comparative Politics: Political Participation, Constitution & Presidency 
Content (Intent) 
Prior Learning (Topic) Political Ideologies  

 How valid are key debates around the US Constitution and federalism? 
 What are the key features of democracy and participation in America? 
 How far does is the US President able to dominate the political system? 

 
 
 
 
Future Learning (Topic) Congress & the US Supreme Court  

What Knowledge and Skills will be taught 
(Implementation) 

 How will your understanding be assessed & 
recorded (Impact) 

Skills 
 Knowledge and Understanding (AO1) 
 Analysis (AO2) 
 Evaluation (AO3) 

 
First Half of Term One 

 Nature and features of US Constitution  
 Debates around US Constitution and federalism  
 Electoral systems in the USA & Campaign finance 
 Ideas and principles of the Democratic and 

Republican parties  
 Interest groups  

 
Second Half of Term One 

 Interpretations and debates of US democracy and 
participation  

 Formal and informal presidential powers 
Relationship between executive, judiciary and 
legislature  

Interpretations and debates of the US presidency 
 
 
 
 

  
Students will regularly be set exam practice questions 
both in lesson and for homework.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

How can parents help at home? 
Encourage students to be engaging with current politics by watching the political programmes and to be completing the 
additional reading and homework tasks set.  
Helpful further reading/discussion (including Reading and Vocabulary Lists) 
Reading 
Politics Review 
Textbooks 
Newspapers/online forums  
Edexcel Politics reading list  
 
 
 

Vocabulary Lists 
Bipartisanship  
Enumerated Powers  
Invisible Primary  

Super Pacs 
Soft/Hard Money 
Imperial/Imperilled 
Presidency  


