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Topic 

Psychopathology and Attachments  
Content (Intent) 
Prior Learning (Topic) Research Methodology and the Approaches for AS level 
Definitions of abnormality, including: 

 Deviation from social norms, failure to function adequately, statistical infrequency and deviation from 
ideal mental health.  

Attachments including: 
 Caregiver-infant interactions in humans: reciprocity and interactional synchrony.  
 Stages of attachment identified by Schaffer. Multiple attachments and the role of the father.  
 Animal studies of attachment: Lorenz and Harlow.  

Future Learning (Topic) Social Influence and Memory 
What Knowledge and Skills will be taught 

(Implementation) 
 How will your understanding be assessed & 

recorded (Impact) 
Skills 

 Knowledge and Understanding  
 Evaluation  
 Significance and application to everyday life 

 
Continued development of the examination requirements 
and the skills needed to answer the specific assessment 
objectives. 

 During term two, there will be 4 assessments testing the 
key skills connected with: 
 
Biological explanations of OCD and the Behaviourist 
treatment methods for phobias, 
Bowlby’s Evolutionary explanation for attachments, 
The Strange Situation as a method of investigating 
attachment types in children.  

 

How can parents help at home? 
Encourage students to re-write their class notes into smaller notecards or mind maps.   
Test their child on the use of the vocabulary used and on application of Psychology to the wider world. 
Check insight for further information on homework set and deadlines 

Helpful further reading/discussion (including Reading and Vocabulary Lists) 
Reading 
AQA psychology for A level year 1 and AS revision guide 
AQA psychology for A level year 2 revision guide 

Vocabulary Lists 
Attachment 
Monotropic 
Institutionalisation 
Affectionless Psychopathy 
Reciprocity 
Synchrony 

Deviation 
Avoidance 
Compulsion 
Polygenic 
Systematic Desensitisation 

  


