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Subject Year Term 
English Literature 12 2 

Topic 

Revenge Tragedies & Shakespeare 
Content (Intent) 
Prior Learning (Topic) The Romantic Movement & John Keats 
 
Revenge Tragedies & Shakespeare 
Students will begin by learning about the tragedy genre and the sub-genres that exist within this, quickly turning 
attention towards the ‘revenge tragedy’. This will foreground our studies of Hamlet by William Shakespeare. 
The Duchess of Malfi by John Webster 

Future Learning (Topic) Unseen Prose/Poetry & Exam techniques 
What Knowledge and Skills will be taught 

(Implementation) 
 How will your understanding be assessed & 

recorded (Impact) 
 
Revenge Tragedy & Shakespeare 
Students will learn about the origins of tragic texts and the 
nuances between the different forms of tragedy. This will 
be linked to Shakespeare’s own life experiences and tragic 
losses. This knowledge underpins our reading of Hamlet 
which will be annotated for the different themes and motifs 
within. An anthology of critical interpretations will be 
provided which students will engage with and be expected 
to deploy in their own essays. 

  
Formative Assessment 
Question i from Component Two A Level Eduqas English 
literature specification.  
 
Summative Assessment 
Questions i & ii from Component Two A Level Eduqas 
English literature specification.  
 

 
 The Duchess of Malfi 
Students will study The Duchess of Malfi by John Webster.  
Once a firm understanding of this has been attained, we will 
underpin their analysis through reference to 
secondary/critical reading and interpretations 

 
A series of short tasks leading to full essays modelled on 
the examination papers 

How can parents help at home? 
Ensure students obtain a copy of the above named texts. 
Encourage a broad reading of poetry from the Romantic movement and beyond. 
Encourage to watch adaptations of Shakespeare’s ‘Hamlet’. 
Facilitate frequent reading of all texts covered this academic year to breed familiarity. 

Helpful further reading/discussion (including Reading and Vocabulary Lists) 
Reading 
William Shakespeare’s Hamlet 
A range of critical interpretations from various sources 
The Duchess of Malfi by John Webster 
A Streetcar named Desire Tennessee Williams 

Vocabulary Lists 
Regicide 
Fratricide 
Revenge Tragedy 
Elizabethan 

 
Framed Narrative 
Old South 

 

 

 


