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Headteacher’s Editorial: 
The new academic year has started off really well and the 
first half-term has set the standard for the rest of the year.  
The new Year 7 and Lower Sixth have impressed their 
teachers with their enthusiasm and commitment to their 
studies at Heber.  Similarly, those students returning in 
other Year Groups have also made excellent starts. 

Charity: Jeans for Genes Day is our 
annual fundraising event and took place 
on Friday 22nd September. Staff and 
students could wear jeans at school and 
make a donation. Together we raised 
over £1,100 for gene therapy & research. 

The annual Year 7 Music Day supported by Music for 
Life on Thursday 5th October, was another fabulous 
celebration.  For the evening’s performance there was 
little room to move in the Main School Hall.  Over 100 of 
our new Year 7 students entertained the audience with 
their musical talents, having spent the day in workshops 
practising their set pieces for the event.  
The annual Governors’ Day followed the next week on 
Thursday 12th October. The governors visited 37 lessons 
and over 20 Tutor Groups during PSHCE lessons as well 
as meeting with student groups in upper school.  In the 
afternoon their focus was on setting the 2017-2020 
strategic direction for the School. The School continues 
to set itself the highest of expectations and its ambition 
for itself and the students will never be compromised so 
that every student at Heber can be the best they can be! 

The Harvest Assembly on 
Thursday 19th October was 
outstanding. Chester Aid for 
the Homeless (CATH) were 
once again overwhelmed 
with the sheer number of 
decorated Harvest Boxes 
donated at the assembly.  

The CEO of CATH and co-workers took all this produce 
back to HQ to distribute through their foodbanks and 
networks to support the homeless in our locality. 
Heber Trust Fund.  As you are probably aware school 
funding is a national issue presently as per pupil funding 
has reduced markedly over the past decade. Whilst we 
hope this will be addressed with the revised Schools 
National Funding Formula (SNFF) we are so grateful for 
the support we receive from your donations to the Trust 
Fund. The Fund will support updating the brazing hearths 
in D+T, AV equipment in Business Studies, extra 
equipment in History, Maths and Social Sciences in Sixth 
form as well as enhanced technology in the Main School 
Hall for productions and assemblies.  
Many of our Sixth Form students are aiming high and 
applying to Russell Group Universities. Head Boy James 
Williamson (Malpas) is focussed on studying Veterinary 
Science at Cambridge. Also applying to Cambridge are 
Hannah Jones (Malpas) and Lowri Allman (Coedpoeth) to 
study Engineering, Edward Clowes (Malpas) for Natural 
Sciences and Bassel Abulmagd (Marford) who has 
applied to study Medicine. Applying to Oxford are Helena  

 
Heaton (Worthenbury) to 
study History of Art, 
 Nathan Stubbings 
(Broxton) to study 
Mathematics and Jessica 
Harris (Holt) to study Law. 
Also making early 
applications are Head Girl 
Alice Causer (Tattenhall) 
and Annabel Hendley-Jones (Coed-y-Glyn) who have 
both applied to study Dentistry and Lucy London 
(Malpas) has applied to study Medicine. Many other 
students in the Upper Sixth are also working hard to 
complete their UCAS applications before Christmas. 

The show goes on… this year’s annual 
production is Les Miserables.  It’s a 
highly prestigious and well sought after 
school production and we’re so excited 
to finally receive the rights to perform it 
at Heber. Please come along and 
support any one of the four evening 
performances. Tickets available from 
the School’s Finance Office.   
Finally, we receive great support 

throughout the year from the Friends of Heber (FoH).  
The next FoH meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 7th 
November ahead of the Curry and Quiz night on the 
following Friday 10th November. Please buy a ticket and 
enjoy a lovely evening. 
Academic Year 2017-18 (important dates) 
06.11.17  Students return to School (Week 2)  
07.11.17  Friends of Heber Mtg. (Conf Room 6.30 p.m.)  
09.11.17  PSHCE Day 
09.11.17  Remembrance Assembly (SPH 9.10 a.m.) 
10.11.17 Friends of Heber Curry & Quiz (MSH 7 p.m.) 
16.11.17  Year 7 Tutors Evening (6 - 8 p.m.)  
21-24.11.17 Les Miserables (MSH 7 – 10 p.m.)  
30.11.17  Year 9 Parents’ Evening (SPH 4.15 -7.15 p.m.)  
07.12.17  Upper Sixth Parents’ Eve (SPH 4.15-7.15 p.m.)  
14-15.12.17 Sixth Form Revue (MSH 7 p.m.)  
19.12.17  Carol Concert (St Oswald’s, Malpas) 7 p.m.  
21.12.17  Christmas Lunch  
21.12.17  KS3 Christmas Disco (MSH 7 - 10 p.m.) tbc 
22.12.17  End of Autumn Term (12.25 p.m. finish) 
Spring Term 2018 
08.01.18  Students return to School (Week 1)  
09.01.18  Friends of Heber Mtg. (Conf Room 6.30 p.m.)  
11.01.18  Year 8 Parents’ Eve (SPH 4.15 - 7.15 p.m.)  
15.01.18 Year 11 GCSE Mock Examinations start 
25.01.18  Year 7 Parents’ Eve (SPH 4.15 – 7.15 p.m.)  
07.02.18  Friends of Heber Mtg. (Conf Room 6.30 p.m.)  
08.02.18  Year 9 Options Evening (SPH 6 p.m.)  
12.02.18  Lower/Upper Sixth Mock Examinations start  
19.02.18  Half Term  

Please visit our website for further information. 
Follow us on @BishopHeberHS / @Heber_Head or for 

sports fixture/updates @HeberSport 

http://www.bishopheber.cheshire.sch.uk/
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Spanish Exchange

In October 30 students and three members of staff from
the Heber took part in the annual Spanish Exchange
trip to Valdepenas in Spain.
This is the 24th Consecutive year the school has taken
part in a cultural exchange program with the students
from the Instituto Bernado de Balbuena.
Throughout the trip the students stayed with host
families sampling home life with a spanish family, being
immersed in the language.

In addition to time spent with their host families, Heber
students also took part in many cultural visits, taking in
the sights of Toledo both on foot and by the tourist train.
Heber students also got the opportunity to visit the
Castle of Calatrava la Nueva, the largest castle in Spain
and an important battleground in the fight between
Moors and Christians during the thirteenth century.

We also found time to take in the El Greco art museum
and birthplace. This year was a real action-packed
cross-curricular experience with opportunities to learn
about history, geography, religion, art, music, food and
of course Spanish! We were given a feel for local
industry and learnt all about the history of wine
production in the town.  Plenty of time was left for
souvenir shopping and sampling typical Spanish food
at a large get together of families. 

In Valdepeñas itself we were formally greeted by the
mayor of the town who made us feel very welcome
making comparisons between Britain and Spain
highlighting the benefits of cultural exchanges.
We even appeared on local TV and in the newspaper!
All in all, good friends and superb hospitality made for
everyone having a fantastic time.
Our Spanish partner school are due to visit in March
2018 and exact dates will be confirmed very shortly. I
know that all of our students are looking forward to
being reunited with their newfound friends.
Special thanks must also go to Mrs. Dockrill and Miss.
Cullen for all their hard work and support during the
trip.

¡Gracias a todos!
Mr. Blanchard
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Year 11 Llandudno Field Work

Year 11 Geography students recently enjoyed a
lovely September day carrying out fieldwork in and
around Llandudno. The students collected primary
data such as beach sediment and wind direction
to investigate coastal processes at work. They
studied coastal management strategies used
along the coastline in order to establish their
impact on Llandudno’s beaches. This was a great
opportunity for the students to fulfil the fieldwork
requirement in preparation for their skills
examination in the summer as well as put into
practice the skills they have learnt in the
classroom. The students had a great day, made
even better by the rain staying away for most of it!

Mrs Grieves

Year 8 Rivers Trip

The annual Year 8 Rivers Trip took place in the
middle of October. Year 8 form groups spent either
a morning or an afternoon at the Iscoyd Brook in
Higher Wych learning field work techniques,
sketching, gathering data for their Autumn
assessment and (in some cases) getting very
muddy! We would like to thank Mr. Bourne for his
continued support in allowing us to use his field for
the Year 8 River Project.
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Performing Arts

Year 7 Music Day

On Thursday 5th October, over 100 students at Bishop
Heber High School participated in a Music Day in
conjunction with Music For Life. The students spent the
whole day in workshops developing vocal skills, Samba
drumming and ensemble and improvisation skills within
a jazz group. The day was rounded off with a fabulous
concert for parents.

Mr S Ferrelly
Head of Performing Arts
Bishop Heber High School

Year 12 and 13 Politics Students

30 Year 12 and 13 Politics students met Lord Storey,
who came in to speak about his role in the House of
Lords and to give some interesting insight into how
laws are passed in Parliament. Lord Storey's most
significant impact on legislation was his successful law
to ban adults from smoking in cars with children inside.
The talk was a valuable addition to the student’s
regular studies and has allowed students to question
and converse with someone who is actively involved
in politics in Parliament.

Mr Penlington

Notice Regarding Parking 

Cheshire Police will now be monitoring the traffic
outside Bishop Heber High School on a regular basis.
The Police have stated that, where necessary,
enforcements in the form Fixed Penalty Notices (FPN)
will be issued for wilful obstruction of the highway. This
is a fine for £50 which is non-endorsable. In terms of
parking / waiting restrictions, outside the School,
Cheshire Police have confirmed that:
“On Chester road outside the school, the centre white
line is unbroken to one side of the road. The highway
code paragraph 248 states - You MUST NOT stop or
park on a road marked with double white lines, even
when a broken white line is on your side of the road,
except to pick up or set down passengers, or to load
or unload goods”.
The Police have asked for your assistance in keeping
the road way clear both in the mornings, when dropping
children off at School, and in the evenings when
collecting them. The School is happy for drivers to pull
into the School car park to drop off in the mornings,
and/or after 3:45 p.m. when the School buses have
departed. Due to Health and Safety reasons the School
does restrict cars coming on to the School site between
3:30 p.m. and 3:45 p.m.

Thank you for your co-operation and continued
support with this matter.
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Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award

70 Year 10 students successfully completed their
Bronze D of E assessed expedition through the
Bickerton Hills.
Their expedition involved carrying a 15kg pack 35Km
through the Cholmondeley Estate, onto Bulkeley;
finishing with a long climb through the Peckferton Gap
camping near Burwardsley. There was an early start
Day 2 leaving camp via the Bolesworth estate and
returning to School in the early afternoon.
There were a few tired faces and sore limbs Monday
morning but a great sense of achievement, well done!

This means that 73% of the current Year 10 group
doing their D of E are three quarters of the way to
completing their award. 21 have already been awarded
their Bronze.
Thank-you to the staff who helped out over the week-
end.
Some Key dates to remember are:

Friday 27th October 2017 - Gold Award enrolment date
deadline

Friday 17th November 2017 - Bronze Award enrolment
date deadline

Mr Roberts

Year 10 Btec

The Year 10 Btec students went away for a weekend
residential at the Conway Centre Menai.
The students spent the weekend working with
Professional Choreographers developing their
performance skills and physical dance skills. The
students worked incredibly hard all weekend and all
students created some amazing pieces of dance to
contribute to their examination work. A fabulous
weekend!
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Request from the Main School Office

Your help with the following would be appreciated:-

Lost property:

Equipment:

● Please ensure all items of School clothing and equipment is
clearly named/labelled.

● Please ensure your child comes to School with the correct
equipment for the day. Please do not allow students to bring
any items of value into School as we cannot accept
responsibility for any loss or damage.

Money Matters

Secure Online Payments

Did you know that Bishop Heber High School offers a secure
online payment system allowing parents to make payments
for School meals or School visits fees by credit or debit card?

Tucasi is available at http://scopay.com/bishopheber and
there is also a link through our School website. Transactions
are carried out using the highest security. The system
enables parents to pay for cashless catering, School visits
and activities at a convenient time without the need to send
cash or cheques into School. Parents can log into their own
secure pages to see a list of items available to their child and
Tucasi even keeps a history of all past payments made. If
you need a reminder of you logon details, please email Mrs
Williams in the Finance Office.
finance@bishopheber.cheshire.sch.uk

Free School Meals

Did you know that by registering for Free School Meals your
child not only has the opportunity to enjoy a free school meal
but they could also be entitled to a substantial reduction in
the cost of some educational visits and after School activities?

The School also benefits from additional funding for children
who are registered for free School meals or who have been
registered in the past 6 years. The funding gives every
student in the schooling system the same opportunities to
succeed. Additional support mechanisms at Bishop Heber
include intervention classes along with financial support for
educational visits and activities.

Am I eligible for Free School Meals?

● If as parents/guardians/carers you receive one of the
following, you may be able to claim for Free School Meals:

● Income support (IS)

● Income Based Jobseekers Allowance (IBJSA)

● Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
(ESA(IR)

● Support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act
1999

● Child Tax Credit (but not Working Tax Credit) and have
an annual income (as assessed by Her Majesty’s
Revenue and Customs) that does not exceed £16,190

● The Guarantee element of State Pension Credit

Free School Meals Helpline - 0300 123 7039

Free School Meals Information -

enquiries@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk

The free School meals team can assess your claim over the
phone using an eligibility checker to confirm entitlement.
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MATCH FEES REMINDER
Letters went to Parents after Christmas regarding the
contribution for transport costs. This was £15 for one sport
and £20 for involvement in 2 or more sports. If you have not
already paid,  please support the School and the Department
in doing so and ensuring that we can still offer this high
quality extra-curricular programme for your child in the future.
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