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Headteacher Editorial: The new academic year is off to 
an excellent start and I would like to commend our new 
Year 7 students, sixth formers, and recently appointed staff 
for the positive impact they’ve already made. As is 
customary at this time of year, the Department for 
Education has released the latest GCSE results and 
Heber’s performance compares favourably both locally and 
nationally, once again setting a strong benchmark for the 
year ahead. 

Jeans for Genes Day is our annual 
fundraising event to support gene therapy & 
research in the UK.  This year it took place 
on Friday, 19th September to align with their 

national awareness week. Staff and students 
were encouraged to wear jeans and make a donation. 
Together we raised almost £900 – thank you! 

Another longstanding tradition at Heber is the annual 
Harvest Assembly that took place on Thursday, 2nd 
October. For over two decades we have had a close 
association with Chester Aid for the Homeless (CATH). 
Last year CATH was also one of the school’s nominated 
‘Heber Charities’ and we were able to support further by 
raising £850 to support their work in and around Chester. 

This year did not fail to disappoint… once again it was great 
to see the decorated Harvest Boxes donated in the 
assembly.  Rob Whittall, CATH CEO, took all this produce 
to their HQ to distribute through their foodbanks. In fact, the 
sheer volume of donations this year allowed CATH to 
support other food banks in the locality.  

The annual Governors’ Day in school started almost 20 
years ago and was held again on Thursday, 9th October this 
year. Every Governor was in attendance and collectively 
they visited 35 lessons as well as eight PSHCE classes, 
two assemblies, four Year Council meetings and five staff 
focus groups – and that was just in the morning.  In the 
afternoon, attention turned to shaping the strategic 
direction for 2025–2026. Heber remains steadfast in its 
commitment to excellence, setting the highest expectations 
for itself and the community. The school’s unwavering 
ambition ensures that every student is empowered to thrive 
both academically and personally so they can truly be the 
best version of themselves, in and beyond the classroom. 

Our Upper Sixth students are once again demonstrating 
their high aspirations by preparing applications for 
competitive university courses and institutions. Last year, 
an amazing 48% of our university applicants secured 
places at highly respected ‘Russell Group’ universities, and 
we also have an excellent record of students being 
accepted to Cambridge and Oxford (Oxbridge). 

Twelve students have already 
submitted ‘early entry’ applications 
for courses including Dentistry 
(Kathryn Gray), Medicine (Jemima 
Aka, Rhys Evans & Abigail 
Segamwenge) and Veterinary 
Science (Phoebe Blake, Molly 
Brereton & Jayne Jones). We have 
five students applying to Oxbridge: 
Laura Berisa (Experimental Psychology), Leo Dixon 
(Mathematics), Maisie Jeffery (Veterinary Science), Emily 
Russell (Natural Sciences), and Barney Smith (History). 
Many other Upper Sixth students are now working hard to 
finalise their UCAS applications with an internal deadline to 
submit these by Friday, 19th December. Meanwhile, this 
year's members of our 'Employment Readiness 
Programme' are looking forward to their upcoming external 
sessions on CV and interview preparations, with the whole 
of the year group receiving mock interview practice in mid-
November. We wish all our students the very best of luck 
with their post-18 applications.  

Our annual school production is fast 
approaching!  This year we are proud 
to present Grease - School Edition. We 
are, of course, familiar with the 1978 
film starring John Travolta and Olivia 
Newton John and we are pleased to 
have secured all the great songs 
written specifically for this film including You're the One 
That I Want, Sandy, Hopelessly Devoted to You and the 
memorable title song as well as the classic originals such 
as Summer Nights and Greased Lightnin'. Tickets go on 
general sale on Tuesday 4th November (Tue 18th | Wed 
19th (here) Thurs 20th | Fri 21st here). We hope to see you 
there. 
Mrs S Meadows (2022-2025) joined Heber three years 
ago in September 2022 as a Teaching Assistant having 
previously working at Tarporley, Bude and Landulph 
Primary Schools.  Mrs Meadows is leaving us to enjoy her 
retirement and go travelling.  We wish her all the best. 
Academic Year 2025-2026 (important dates) 
03.11.25  Students return to School (Week B)  
05.11.25  Year 7 Parents’ Info. Evening (SPH 6 – 7.30 p.m.)  
06.11.25 Remembrance Assembly | PSHCE Day 
13.11.25  Upper Sixth Parents’ Eve (4.15 - 7.15 p.m. SPH) 
24.11.25 Year 11 Mock GCSE Language Speaking Test 
26.11.25 Year 9 + Year 12/13 DofE Evening (MSH 6 p.m.) 
04.12.25  Year 11 Parents’ Evening (4.15 -7.15 p.m. SPH) 
11.12.25  KS3 Christmas Disco (MSH 6 - 8 p.m.)  
16.12.25  Carol Concert (St Oswald’s, Malpas 7 p.m.) 
18.12.25  Christmas Lunch and Christmas Jumper Day 
19.12.25  End of Autumn Term (12.30 p.m. finish) 
Spring Term 2025 
05.01.26  Students return to School (Week A)  

Please visit our website for further information. 
Follow us on @BishopHeberHS / @Heber_Head or 

for sports fixture/updates @HeberSport 

http://www.bishopheber.cheshire.sch.uk/
https://yourboxoffice.co.uk/bishop-heber-high-school/1278-grease-school-edition
https://yourboxoffice.co.uk/bishop-heber-high-school/1279-grease-school-edition
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A Sparkling Success: The Blue 
Sapphire Ball Raises £10,000 for 
Changing Room Renovation 
 
We are delighted to share the incredible success of the 
Blue Sapphire Ball, held earlier this term to celebrate the 
65th anniversary of the school’s opening in 1966, in 
support of Bishop Heber High School’s facilities 
improvement initiative. The event itself raised an 
impressive £3,911 through ticket sales, auctions, and 
contributions on the night. Thanks to a very generous 
donation received shortly after, the total fundraising 
amount has now reached a phenomenal £10,000, which 
will go directly towards the renovation of our changing 
facilities. 
 
The evening was a celebration of community spirit, 
featuring live entertainment by Brass Monkees, 
an auction hosted by ex-student Richard Goodwin, and a 
delicious three-course meal provided by Wild Garlic. 
Guests included staff, parents, alumni, and friends of the 
school, all coming together to support a cause that will 
benefit our students for years to come. 
 
The funds raised will help transform our changing rooms 
into modern, welcoming spaces that support student 
wellbeing and encourage participation in sports and 
physical education. 
 
If you would like to make a further donation, we would be 
incredibly grateful. Friends of Heber is a registered 
charity, and all contributions go directly towards improving 
facilities and opportunities for our students and our 
community. Please contact foh@heber.org.uk for details 
on how to donate. 
 
Get Involved: Join the Friends of Heber Committee 
If you enjoyed the Blue Sapphire Ball or are passionate 
about supporting our school, we’d love for you to get 
involved! The Friends of Heber Committee is looking for 
new volunteers to help organise future events and 
fundraising activities. Whether you can offer time, ideas, 
or practical support, your contribution will make a real 
difference. 
 
To express interest or find out more, please contact the 
school office or email: foh@heber.org.uk 
 
Thank you once again to everyone who helped make the 
Blue Sapphire Ball such a memorable and impactful 
evening. We look forward to many more successful 
events ahead! 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

mailto:foh@heber.org.uk
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65th Anniversary Reunion Lunch 
 
We welcomed 25 former Bishop Heber students and one 
former teacher from 1960 as part of the school’s 65th 
Anniversary celebrations. They toured the school, visited 
lessons and had lunch with Sixth Formers. It was an utter 
privilege to have them return and reunite.  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Year 12 Tourism Trip – Ice Cream 
Farm and Alderford Lake 
 
On the 16th of October, our Year 12 Tourism students 
visited both the Ice Cream Farm and Alderford Lake as 
part of their investigations into local visitor attractions. 
Jonathan Fell (of the Ice Cream Farm), and Zoe (from 
Alderford Lake) delivered informative presentations to the 
group about the growth of their businesses, challenges 
and future plans. A huge thank you to them both for giving 
up their time and allowing us to delve into the secrets 
behind the success of their attractions. 
 

 
 

 
 
Miss A Grieves – Teacher of Geography 
  
Macmillan Coffee Morning  
 
On Friday 26th October the staff took part in the Macmillan 
Coffee Morning, cakes and hot drinks were served and 
money was raised. In total we raised £164.78. Thanks to 
everyone for all your support.  
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Access Week  
 
Emily Russell (13MLi) won the Dr Claus Essay 
Competition (for which the prize was attending Access 
Week), but Emily went a step further and was selected as 
one of two students in the Access Week Science cohort 
to be awarded an Exhibitioner Prize. This prize was 
awarded based on her brilliant work throughout the week, 
including strong recommendations from her tutors.  
 
“It gives me great pleasure to present this week’s 
Exhibitioner Award for Science to this student, whose 
work throughout the programme has been nothing short 
of outstanding. Emily has demonstrated a remarkable 
ability to engage with complex scientific ideas, showing a 
deep and nuanced understanding of computational, 
physical, and climate concepts. From the very beginning, 
she asked thoughtful and perceptive questions that 
pushed both her own understanding and the discussions 
in our sessions further. Her essay, exploring Antarctica's 
contribution to sea level rise, stood out as a piece of 
undergraduate-level writing. It combined rigorous 
scientific thinking with confident engagement in wider 
reading, and it was written with real clarity and purpose. 
The depth of analysis and intellectual maturity in her work 
is something rarely seen at this stage. Emily is an 
exceptionally bright and motivated student. Her decision 
to pursue Natural Sciences at university is a brilliant one, 
and there’s no doubt that she will continue to thrive in this 
field. Congratulations, Emily – a truly deserving recipient 
of this week’s Exhibitioner Award.” – Dr Elly Waters.  
 
What an incredible achievemnet Emily, from everyone at 
Heber congratulations!  

 

 
 
Student raises money for charity 
 
Maisie Jeffery (13H&S) completed her first Half Marathon 
on 12th October. Maisie took up running in the spring of 
this year following her decision to give up her dressage 
riding to focus on her A Level studies. 
 
Maisie has gone from running 5k Parkruns to a Half 
Marathon in 6 months. She has run a few 10ks along the 
way and raised over £1,000 for Cancer Research and 

Mind. She ran the The Royal Parks Half Marathon in 2 
hours 45 minutes, 39 seconds.  
 
Maisie has also founded the Sixth Form running club 
which takes palce every Thursday after school. We are 
very proud of her achievements, her focus and the 
determination she has shown in preparing for her runs.  
 
Mr J Garnham – Director of Sixth Form  
 

 
 

 
 

Scholastic Book Fair  
 
In September we had our Scholastic Book Fair, the 
students were able to browse and buy a selection of 
books and stationary. From classsics to contemporary 
titles, thrillers to fantasy there was something for 
everyone. It was a great introduction to the new year 7’s 
to see how important reading is to everyone at Heber. 
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Year 8 river trip 
 
Last week, our Year 8 Geography students enjoyed a 
sun-filled fieldwork trip to Iscoyd Brook to investigate river 
features and processes. The weather was on our side, 
making for an engaging and productive day outdoors. 
Students demonstrated impressive leadership and 
teamwork while collecting data on river flow, depth, and 
sediment. Their enthusiasm and collaboration made the 
experience both educational and memorable. Well done 
to all who took part! 
 
Miss K Wilson  - Teacher of Geography  
 

 

 

Book Buzz  
 
Book Buzz is now live on Year 7 and Year 8's Microsoft 
Teams pages. Check out the Book Buzz channel for 
competitions, book recommendations, author information 
and events and free excerpts.  Also, each month, a 
department will 'take over' Book Buzz. Coming soon in 
November: the Performing Arts department with hint: 
Books are the word!  
 

Extreme Reading Challenge  
 
Congratulations to Felicity Jordan (8SJo), this year's 
winner of the Extreme Reading Competition 2025. The 
students were challenged to take a photo of themselves 
reading somwhere extreme! Shooting hoop and reading, 
we were very impressed and crownded Felicity the 
winner. Congratulations! We hope everyone had fun 
extreme reading this summer.  
 
Mrs K Moreland – Teacher of English  
 

 
 
Senior Maths Challenge 
 
The UKMT Senior Maths Challenge is a national 
competition for the best mathematicians in Years 12 and 
13 with only the top 7% of those entering receiving gold 
certificates and being invited to the follow-up Senior 
Kangaroo challenge round. 
  
Notable Silver Award Winners were Toby Adamson 
(12B&M), Felix Cao (12B&M), Eddie Somerville-Cox 
(12KWi), Thomas Williams (12G&F) and Elliot Bosley 
(13PMu). The following students did incredibly well to win 
Gold certificates and qualify. Year 12 – Theo Hughes 
(12OLi) Year 13 – Leo Dixon (13NSt), Harry Nove 
(13PMu) and Owen Shrimplin (13PMu). 
  
Additionally, three Sixth Form girls were invited to take 
part in the Maths Olympiad for Girls, congratulations to 
Lexi Shaw (12KWi), Libby Shelmerdine (12LSt) and Emily 
Williams (12KWi) for their participation in this extremely 
tough competition. 
 
Ms J Symes – Teacher of Maths  
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Grease is the Word  
 
On 2nd October, the Performing Arts department proudly 
celebrated the achievements of 50 Year 7 students who 
took part in our annual Musical Production Day. The event 
was packed with excitement, creativity, and a shared love 
for the Performing Arts, as students participated in two 
dynamic workshops. They learned the lyrics and 
choreography for We Go Together and Summer Nights, 
two iconic numbers from our upcoming school production 
of Grease. 
 
Throughout the day, students demonstrated exceptional 
effort and enthusiasm, fully immersing themselves in the 
experience. The highlight was undoubtedly the final 
performance, where they took to the stage and 
showcased everything they had learned with confidence 
and flair. 
 
As the curtain fell, many students were so inspired that 
they chose to take their passion for performing to the next 
level by joining the cast of our Grease production this 
November. These talented individuals will now attend 
after school rehearsals alongside the main cast, who 
have been working tirelessly to bring the show to life. 
Their commitment to perfecting every song, move, and 
scene has been electrifying, and their energy is truly 
lightning! 
 
As mentioned on the front page the school production of 
Grease will run from Tuesday 18th to Friday 21st 
November, and the cast couldn’t be more excited. 
They’ve been hopelessly devoted to making this show 
unforgettable. Let’s face it, there are worse things you 
could do than buy a ticket or two! Tickets go on sale from 
Tuesday, 4th November via our online box office, you can 
find the link on the school website or school social media 
pages. 
 
On behalf of the Performing Arts department, 
congratulations to all the Year 7 students for making 
Musical Production Day such a huge success. We 
encourage everyone to continue exploring their passion 
by joining one of our many extra-curricular activities. And 
to our amazing cast: you’re the ones that we want! You 
really do go together perfectly. 
 
Our current clubs are: 
Y7/8 Drama Club – Monday lunchtime 
KS3 Choir – Wednesday lunchtime 
Rockappella – Wednesday lunchtime 
 
Miss A Mcculloch – Teacher of Music 
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Sport  
 
Taekwondo 
 
A huge congratulations to Sophie Hewitt (8B&S) who 
competed in the T-UK British Taekwondo Championships 
at Warwick University. Winning the gold in the under 13s 
category. Well done!  
 

 
 
Gymnastics 
 
Many congratulations to Maria Anrobus making the British 
gymnastics trampoline youth finals and coming an 
impressive 5th place overall. Well done! 
 

 

 
 
Congratulations to Connor (11RKy) & Lottie (9JAs) Barley   
who took part in their first international competition, over 
in Ireland. With great success both coming away with 
medals. Connor – Grade 4 men’s pairs 1st place. Lottie 
IDP 1 trio – and two routines completed scoring Balance 
1st place, temp 1st place. They were not only first place in 
the group doing two routines, but they came away with 
three trophies. Highest artistry score for day one, highest 
execution score for day one and highest combined score 
for the club over two days.  
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Rugby  
 
Double victory for our rugby teams! Our U16’s made it 
through to the next round of the Cheshire cup with a 29-
12 win over Sandbach and our U18s won their game 31-
24 against Haberdashers’ Abraham Darby Rugby. Thank 
you to both teams and parents for making the journey.  
 

 
 

 
 
A fantastic day out for our first rugby Saturday of the 
season. Year 7, 8, 9 teams were up against Caldy Grange 
Grammar School who provided excellent opposition in 
some well contested games. Our Year 7 teams also did 
amazingly well considering it was their first ever game 
scoring 6 tries.  
 

 

  
 
3 teams were in action in rugby matches vs HAD. 2 draws 
and 1 loss in some very windy conditions. As always, 
thank you to all parents and volunteer coaches, we 
couldn’t do it without your support! 
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Football  
 
Congratulations to the year 7 team who won their first 
competitive school game beating SJT 5-1.  
 

 
 
A great effort was made by the year 11 boys football team 
in the national cup vs Upton, narrowly losing out 4-3.  
 

 
 

 
 
Excellent win the for y11 boys tonight in the Cheshire Cup 
vs EPCH winning 4-0. Scorers – Eventa, Davies (2), 
Collings. PoM – Khalil.  
 

 

Great effort by the 6th form 7 aside squad in the district 
tournament, narrowly losing out in the semi-finals 1-0.  
 

 
 
Great effort by the year 8 football team in the district 7 
aside tournament finishing third overall.  
 

 
 

 
 
First game of the girls u13 football team in the national 
cup vs Bishops. Not the result we wanted losing 2-0 but 
great effort by all the girls. PoM – C.Stockdale.  
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An excellent win in the National cup for the year 9 boys 
football team beating priory school 6-1. Scorers Bull (2), 
Caldwell(2) baker and Hay. Pom – Teddy Bull.  
 

 
 

 
 

First district tournament for the year 7 B aside squad and 
a great effort by all the boys.    
 

 
 
Great effort by the year 7 boys football team in the 
National cup vs The Marches. 2-2 at full time 
unfortunately missing out on the dreaded penalties 3-2. 
Scorers Paul, Lewis PoM – Wilkins. 
 

 
 
A huge well done to the u13 girls football squad who won 
6-2 in the Cheshire cup against EPCH this week. A great 
performance by the girls.  
 

 
 
 
 
 



Page 11 of 16 

RESPECT · OPPORTUNITY · ACHIEVEMENT 
 

   
 

     

Excellent performance and a 5-1 win for the u16s girls in 
the second round of the Cheshire Cup vs Whitby. Scorers 
– Faithful (3) Gunning & Neattie. PoM – A.Jones  

 

 
 

 
 
Good win for the Year 9 boys football team, coming from 
a 2-0 to win a 5-3 against Tarporley. Well done!  

 

 
 
 

Netball  
 
The u15’s netball sister in sport competition has started 
and the girls are through to round 2 of the shields after a 
tough first game against The Grange, well done!  
 

 
 
The last tournament the girls will play together at the u16s 
District Netball Tournament. They didn’t place this time 
but are an incredible group of girls who have shown 
commitment to netball throughout the 5 years, well done 
girls!  
 

 
 
U19s Final District Tournament. For the year 13’s their 
last District competition, a tough one to end on but some 
amazing netball being played. Well done girls! 
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The U15s played outstanding netball at the County 
Netball Competition in Falibroome, well done girls! Some 
exceptionally close matches. Watch out for this team at 
District this year!  
 

 
 
Year 9 and 10 netball teams both won their match against 
SPHS, two great games! Well done girls.  
 

 
 

 
 
Year 7 and 8 A & B teams had a friendly game against 
Queens to start their season. Lots of fun and great 
netball!  
 

 

U15s played some amazing netball against Lymm High 
School in the Sisters in Sport competition, unfortunately 
we didn’t come away with the victory this time, but it was 
a great game well done girls!  
 

 
 
Cross Country 
 
Great effort and some excellent performances at the boys 
District Cross Country Championships by our Year 7-11 
boys.  
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Congratulations to Nia Manson (9G&P) who represented 
Bishop Heber High School at the English Schools Fell 
race on Sunday 5th October at Dedbergh. Nia came 8th 
girl in year 8-9 and 3rd out of the Year 9 girls. A fantastic 
achievement.  
 

 
 
An awesome performance in the District Cross Country. 
All year 7 girls finishing in the top 21 places in the minors 
(over 50 runners). Nia M won the junior’s race. Emilia P 
(11 RKy) and Eleanor W (11ABl) were 1st and 2nd in the 
inters with Hattie (10KCl) 4th. 
 

 
 

 
 
Our sports leaders did a fantastic job helping run the 
primary cross country, they gave the runners great 
support and encouragement.  
 

 
 
Tennis 
  
Congratulations to Alfie Erraji after completing in the play 
your way to Wimbledon finals and an intensive summer 
training camp in Spain, he was runner up in the Fred Perry 
Grade open final in Manchester & winner of the Ruthin 
Men’s open tournament yesterday.  
 

  
 
Congratulations to Toby Vaughan Griffiths who took part 
in the U12 Tennis County Cup in Carlisle. He was ranked 
2nd in the county and won his singles and doubles against 
Shropshire and Staffordshire.  
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Main School Office  
 
Your help with the following would be appreciated.  
Lost property: Please ensure all items of School clothing 
and equipment is clearly named/labelled. 
 
Equipment:  
Please ensure your child comes to School with the correct 
equipment for the day. 
 
Please do not allow students to bring any items of value 
into School as we cannot accept responsibility for any 
loss or damage.  
 

Attendance 
 
Our school’s attendance policy has recently been 
updated and can be located under the parents’ section of 
the school website for further information.  
 

https://www.bishopheber.cheshire.sch.uk/parents/policie

s/attendance-policy 

 

Finance 
You can now donate to the Enrichment support fund via 
Scopay. The following items are available to purchase 
online via Scopay:  
Casio Scientific Calculator fx-83GTX £10.50 
Casio Classwiz Scientific Calculator fx-83GTX £20.50 
Gum Shield £2.50 
Core 4 Pencil Case - £4.00.  
 
If you wish to purchase any of these items, please do so 
via Scopay and they will then be available for your child 
to collect from the Finance Office. If you have not yet 
signed up for Scopay and you need the information on 
how to do this please email finance@heber.org.uk and we 
will send you the details, please include the student’s 
name in the email so that we can send you your unique 
log in.  
 

Free School Meals  
 
Did you know that by registering for Free School Meals 
your child not only has the opportunity to enjoy a free 
school meal? They may be entitled to some financial 
support for curriculum related day trips and visits. 
 
The school also benefits from additional funding for 
children who are registered for free school meals or who 
have been registered in the past six years. The funding 
gives every student in the schooling system the same 
opportunities to succeed. Additional support mechanisms 
at Bishop Heber include intervention classes along with 
financial support for educational visits and activities. 
 

 
 
 

Am I eligible for Free School 
Meals?  
 
You will qualify if you are receiving one of the following 
benefits:  

• Income Support 
• Income Based Jobseekers Allowance 
• Income-related Employment and Support 

Allowance 
• Support under part VI of the Immigration and 

Asylum Act 1999 
• Child Tax Credit but not Working Tax Credit and 

have an annual income that does not exceed 
£16,190.  

• The Guarantee element of State Pension Credit 
Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for four weeks 
after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit. 

•  Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 
2018 your household income must be less than 
£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any 
benefits you get).  
 

Do you receive Working Tax 
credit? 
 
If you or a partner receives Working Tax Credit regardless 
of income, you will not qualify for free school meals.  
 

Free School Meals Helpline - 0300 
123 7039 
 
Free School Meals Information – 
https://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/residents/e
ducation-and-learning/free-school-meals 
 
The free school meals team can assess your claim over 
the phone using an eligibility checker to confirm 
entitlement. 
 

School Uniform  
 
Preloved school uniform will be available to collect during 
half term between the hours of  2-6pm, Tuesday and 
Thursday. Please help yourselves. If you have uniform 
you no longer need, you are welcome to bring this in.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.bishopheber.cheshire.sch.uk/parents/p
http://www.bishopheber.cheshire.sch.uk/parents/p
http://www.bishopheber.cheshire.sch.uk/parents/p
https://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/residents/education-and-learning/free-school-meals
https://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/residents/education-and-learning/free-school-meals

