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Headteacher Editorial: Naturally, I am slightly nervous 
yet extremely excited about the start of another school 
academic year that I’m very hopeful will be as ‘normal’ 
as possible.  We have designed a school day and 
timetable that returns to many of the features that make 
Heber a safe, happy and successful school.  However, 
we have retained certain aspects from last year, such as 
staggered lunchtimes, in case we must initiate our 
outbreak management plan. As I write this, I’m following 
the latest gov.uk guidance (click here) and that may 
change last minute – it happens!  

What that means practically for us in schools… 

Mixing and bubbles – it is no longer recommended that 
it is necessary to keep children in consistent groups 
(‘bubbles’).  This will allow us to return to grouped ability 
teaching (setting) in lower school within half year bands. 

Tracing close contacts and isolation – schools will no 
longer be expected to undertake contact tracing. 
Students will no longer be required to self-isolate if they 
are contacted by NHS Test and Trace as a close contact 
of a positive COVID-19 case.  Instead, students will be 
contacted by NHS Test and Trace, informed they have 
been in close contact with a positive case and advised to 
take a PCR test. We would encourage all individuals to 
take a PCR test if advised to do so. 

Face coverings - are no longer advised for students, 
staff and visitors either in classrooms or in communal 
areas unless there is an outbreak.  The guidance, 
however, does recommend face coverings are worn in 
communal areas (inc. transport) when mixing with 
people you’d not usually meet. That said, we fully 
support and respect any individual’s personal choice to 
wear their face covering at Heber in any situation. No 
student should be denied education on the grounds of 
whether they are, or are not, wearing a face covering. 

In summary, there are four control measures we must 
ensure we promote in school   

1. Ensure good hygiene for everyone, 
2. Maintain appropriate cleaning regimes. 
3. Keep occupied spaces well ventilated. 
4. Follow public health advice on testing, self-

isolation and managing confirmed cases of 
COVID-19. 

Whist we have adhered to differing control measures in 
society very well over the past 18 months I would like to 
reiterate some of the key messages for us in school. 

Asymptomatic Testing – The Government believes 
that as students will potentially mix with lots of other 
people during the summer holidays, all secondary 
school students should receive two on-site lateral flow 
device (LFD) tests, three to five days apart, on their 
return in the Autumn Term. Whilst this is very disruptive 
to the start of the new school year, we have plans in 
place to provide everyone’s first LFD test in the ‘STEPs’ 
week and the second test on Monday, 6th September, as 
well as twice-weekly LFD home testing continuing in 
September - thank you for your continued support. 

 
If a student shows any of the symptoms below they 
MUST self-isolate immediately (10 days). If they develop 
any of these symptoms whilst they are in school, they 
MUST tell their teacher and then make their way to 
Student Services straight away and we’ll contact home to 
have them collected – we will provide an advice sheet for 
them to take home and get PCR tested. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advice and guidance will undoubtedly change in the 
coming weeks, and we will update our practice accordingly 
and keep you informed of any changes. That said, we feel 
strongly, that with your continued support we can hopefully 
return to a routine that feels familiar to everyone and 
allows us to build on our traditionally high standards that 
are rooted in strong teacher/student relationships both in 
and outside the classroom. 

Heber has a great tradition of belonging that is epitomised 
by the way students and staff relate to and support each 
other and we will need to continue to build on this again for 
this new academic year to support each other, especially 
welcoming our new Year 7s. 

As I said last year… whilst I reflect and look back at the 
great many frustrations and missed opportunities during 
2020, the dominant emotion that remains for me is that of 
pride in our school community. The 2020/21 academic 
year was and continues to be one of the greatest 
professional challenges school staff have experienced, 
culminating in the GCSE and A-level grading over the 
summer which we will now celebrate. 

Overall, we are extremely proud that students from across 
the ability range have achieved great results which are a 
credit to them and demonstrate excellent progress which is 
a result of the culture of hard work, dedication and 
commitment that they have developed during their five or 
seven years at Heber.  

Both the Year 11 and Sixth Form upheld the tradition of 
excellence at Heber.  We now take this opportunity to 
reflect on our accomplishments over the past five or seven 
years and build on these successes to improve standards 
even further at Heber.  Here are the highlights: 

http://www.bishopheber.cheshire.sch.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools#contents
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Sixth Form (A-level) 

44.7% of all Upper Sixth A-level grades were A*/ A  
70.5% of all Upper Sixth A-level grades were A*- B 
100% of all Upper Sixth A-level grades were A*- E  

This year, three students have achieved places at 
Cambridge University: Anna Williamson (Malpas) to read 
History with four Grade A*, Morgan Tomlins (Malpas) to 
read Engineering (four Grade A*) and Lauren Baker 
(Malpas) to read Natural Sciences with five Grade A*.  
Three students have places to study Medicine; Darcy 
Gabriel (Whitchurch) at St George’s University of London, 
Elliot Preece (Chester) at Newcastle University and 
Georgia Hancock (Chester) at The University of 
Nottingham. Lucy Bourne (Malpas) achieved an 
outstanding five Grade A* and is studying Physics at The 
University of Manchester, similarly, Jacob McMullan 
(Malpas) achieved four Grade A* who leaves us to study 
Economics at The University of Warwick, along with 
Douglas Lamb (Bangor-on-Dee) with three Grade A* and 
is going to The University of Bristol to study Economics. 
Students are leaving Bishop Heber High School for further 
study at higher education institutions across the UK from 
The University of Edinburgh to King’s College London and 
Cardiff University to name but a few. They have chosen to 
pursue a range of courses for example Architecture, Law, 
through to Midwifery, Engineering and Sports Therapy. 
We are immensely proud of all our students and their 
post-18 pathways which include employment, 
apprenticeships and carefully planned gap years. We wish 
all our students continued success with their every 
endeavour in the future. 

 

In total, 36 students achieved straight A*/As this summer.  

As mentioned in the End of Year Newsletter in July, the 
elected senior prefects for 2021/2022 are; Head Prefects 
Daisy Wootton and Jude Lipson photographed here with 
their deputies, Charles Williams and Holly-May Probert. 

 

Key Stage 4 (GCSE) 

40% of all students’ grades were 9-7 or D*/Distinction  
91% of students achieved 4+ in both English and Maths 
60% of students achieved 5+ in both English and Maths 

Students, staff and parents also celebrated outstanding 
results in their GCSE examinations this summer.  

Subjects achieving in excess of 40% of top grades (9-7) 
included Art, Biology, Chemistry, D+T, Drama, 
Engineering, English Literature, History, Media, Music, 
Photography, Physics and Religious Studies. This is an 
outstanding achievement which is the result of the 
excellent work ethic of our students and the expertise of 
our staff as well as the invaluable support of our families. 

Sasha Preece (Waverton) has achieved an amazing feat 
of ten Grade 9’s. Hot on her heels was Georgina Jones 
(Stretton) with nine Grade 9’s. In addition to this, 34 other 
students achieved the top grades (9-7) in at least eight 
subjects. These included: Thomas Adamson (Marford); 
Harry Ames (Churton); Daniel Cabral (Rossett); Bertie 
Cowell (Worthenbury); Katie Curtis (Farndon); Frederick 
Delf Rowlandson (Tilston); Sophie Deponeo (Tilston); 
Alice Dermody (Whitchurch); Henry Dollemore (Farndon); 
Miles Dougan (Malpas); Gabe Edgar De la Pena (Holt); 
Ciaran Evans (Wrexham); Arthur Faithfull (Malpas); 
Madeleine Fostier (Beeston); Cullen Gibbons (Tilstock); 
Mathew Grimshaw (Wrexham); Grace Haigh (Tilston); 
Sophie Jones (Whitchurch); Charlie Klass (Whitchurch); 
Bradley Leech (Tattenhall); Esme Mathialahan (Malpas); 
Safia Middleton Patel (Cuddington); Rebecca O Connor 
(Tattenhall); Luke Pearse (Malpas); Kenza Robinson 
(Wrexham); Emily Smith (Bulkeley); Millie Smith (Malpas); 
William Snaith (Bradley); Molly Tudor (Hampton); Oliver 
Turner (Hampton); Daisy Watson (Tilston); William 
Whitehill (Malpas); Eadie Williams (Malpas) and Sofia 
Woodfine (Gresford). 

In Year 10, students can also celebrate their achievement 
in the early entry English Language GCSE, once again 
proving to be a success. This provides students with a 
great foundation for Year 11 and means they have already 
gained an important qualification allowing them to 
concentrate on their remaining subjects this year. This 
year, 22 students obtained a Grade 9 in English Language 
which is an excellent achievement. English students 
achieving a 9 were Caspar Armstrong (Tarporley), 
Hermione Ball (Malpas), Madeleine Connor (Bickley), 
Annabel Cooke (Farndon), Louis Doran (Tilston), Toby 
Eccles (Churton By Aldford), Robyn Hearn (Whitchurch), 
Jessica Hennessey (Chester), Lewis Hennessey 
(Rossett), Barnaby Hudson (Burwardsley), Alfie Hughes 
(Wirswall), Ethan Lea (Wrexham), Elana Lumb (Malpas), 
Charlie McMullan (Malpas), James McMurtrie (Malpas), 
Beatrice Morland (Holt), James Morris (Cholmondely), 
Megan Nicholson (Whitchurch), Noah Pearson-Herbert 
(Newton By Tattenhall), Eleanor Snaith (Malpas), Caspar 
Walker (Threapwood) and Nerys Williams (Farndon). 

Head of Year 11, Mr Balmer said, " Much has been said 
about the difficulties faced this year by Year 11 students 
nationally, but the focus today is rightfully on the hard 
work Bishop Heber students have put in over the year, 
resulting in some excellent GCSE results. I wish them all 
the very best for the future and look forward to seeing 
many of them return to the Sixth Form.” 

Our Director of Sixth Form, Mrs Abbotson added, “These 
brilliant results reflect the hard work and commitment of 
our Year 11s. We are looking forward to welcoming them 
back to our successful Sixth Form, where we offer exciting 
learning opportunities for all young people."  

I would now like to introduce you to 13 new colleagues 
who are joining Heber this new academic year as teaching 
and support staff, in alphabetical order: 
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Ms G Ashford (GAs)  

SENDCo 

BSc Hons in Environmental 
Sciences and PGCE 
(Geography) both from 
Manchester Met University  

Miss Ashford joined Heber in 
May having been SENDCO at 
County High School Leftwich  

    Mr S Edge (SEd)  

Teacher of Maths 

BSc in Engineering from 
Liverpool John Moores 
University. 

PGCE (Maths) from the 
University of Chester.   

Mr Edge joins us having worked 
at St Joseph’s Catholic High 
School as a trainee teacher  

 

Mr I Hockenhull (IHo)   

Teacher of Geography. 

BSc Hons in Geography and 
a PGCE (Geography) both 
from the University of 
Sheffield.  

Mr Hockenhull joins us from 
Wickersley School and 
Sports College (Rotherham) 

 

 Miss S Hogarth (SHo)  

Teacher of Art. 

BA Hons in Illustration from 
University of Lincoln. 

PGCE (Art and Design) from 
Liverpool Hope University.   

Miss Hogarth joins us having 
worked at Rainhill High School 
(St. Helens) as a trainee teacher  

 

Miss C Houghton (CHo)  

Teacher of English. 

BA Hons in English Literature 
and Creative Writing and 
PGCE (English) both from 
the University of Chester. 

Miss Houghton joins us from 
St David’s High School  

Mr R Kynaston (RKy)  

Teacher of Maths. 

BSc Hons in Maths from the 
University of Manchester  

PGCE in Maths from 
University of Chester 

Mr Kynaston joins us having 
worked at the Marches 
School Academy as a trainee 
teacher  

     Mrs A Leake (ALe)  

Subject Leader of English. 

BA Hons in English Literature 
from the University of Lancaster.  

M.Ed and PGCE (English & 
Drama) from The University of 
Gloucestershire.   

Mrs Leake joins us having been 
Deputy Head of English at The 
King’s School, Chester. 

 
Miss A Ognjanovic (AOg)  

Teacher of Science 

First Class BSc Hons degree in 
Biochemistry and Genetics 
(University of Sheffield).  

PGCE in Chemistry (Liverpool 
John Moores University). 

Miss Ognjanovic joins us from 
St Julies Catholic High School 

 
In addition, five support staff (below) will also be starting 
their new posts at Heber this September.   
 
Ms S Courtier (SCo)  

Receptionist and Welfare 
Assistant. 

National Diploma in Business 
and Finance  

Ms Courtier joins us from 
Cockermouth School 
(Cumbria) where she was the 
Exams Officer since 2002 

 
    Mrs H Hukins (HHu)  

Education Welfare Office (EWO)  

BSc in Psychology from the 
University of Huddersfield  

Mrs Hukins joins us from 
Malbank School (Nantwich) 
where she was the Deputy 
Designated Safeguarding Lead 
since 2018 
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Miss S Roberts (SRo)  

Teaching Assistant 

BA Hons in Graphic Design 
from University of 
Wolverhampton 

Miss Roberts joined us in 2020 
having been a Teacher of D+T 
Mary Elliot Special School 
(Walsall) from 2006 to 2018 

 

 
 Mrs M Strefford (MSt) 

Food and Textiles Technician  

BA in Primary Education from the 
University College Northampton  

Mrs Strefford joins us having 
previously worked at Highfields 
Primary Academy and Calverley 
Primary Academy as their Literacy 
Support Teacher 

 

 

Miss S Wood (SWo)  

Art Technician  

BA First Class Hons in Design 
from North Wales School of 
Art.  

Miss Wood joined us in June 
having been self-employed 
ceramics artist and glass 
blower/designer 

 

As usual, we will keep you updated with any staff changes 
as and when they happen. 

In September, ‘Words Matter’ will be introduced as our 
whole school strategy to raise standards throughout 
Heber from Year 7 to Sixth Form both inside and outside 
the classroom. This is a strategy for all our students, to 
ensure they leave school able to speak, read and write 
with increased confidence. In other words, able to speak 
articulately, read fluently and write with clarity. By focusing 
on ‘disciplinary literacy’, students will learn how to read, 
write and speak like a subject expert, for example, as an 
Artist, Historian or a Mathematician.  

The strategies developed over the next three to five years 
will look to build on the traditional strengths of the Heber 
in terms of strong relationships between staff and students 
to ensure all students are supported to be the best version 
of themselves.  Recent research from the Education 
Endowment Foundation suggests that:  

1. Repeated exposure to new vocabulary is necessary 
across spoken language, reading and writing  

2. Pre-teaching and discussing new words can support 
reading comprehension  

3. Students should learn both new words and how to 
use familiar words in new contexts  

4. Vocabulary learning will entail active engagement in 
learning tasks  

It is important for all students to use that vocabulary 
within their lessons and at home to embed it and we 
would ask for you to support this in any way that is 
possible.  

As part of our constant drive to improve the education 
that we offer at Heber, over the coming years we will be 
focussing more specifically on words and their effects, 
both in terms of spoken and written work, in a strategy 
which we have named, “Words Matter”. This programme 
aims to develop the awareness of all students and 
families about the importance of using the right word in 
the right place, in order to maximise the impact and 
effectiveness, of both the spoken and written word.  

We are aware of the increased demands of the school 
curriculum, not only in examination papers, but this will 
also be relevant in terms of the use of students' social 
media use and that the ways in which they are 
accessing text and using the written and spoken word. 
We believe that this literacy focus is vitally important for 
intellectual, academic, emotional and social 
development. Students’ books and schoolwork will 
reflect the ways in which they have been focussing on 
words, using the same strategies across all subjects. We 
would ask that you continue to discuss their work with 
them and support them to complete homework. You may 
be aware that Years 7-9 have been involved in a 
scheme to develop reading for pleasure during the last 
academic year.  This strategy will be developed to 
incorporate all students to broaden the focus to reading 
more effectively to enable students to access the 
academic curriculum more successfully. GCSE and A-
level students will be exposed to a more forensic focus 
on their vocabulary and the extension of their literacy 
skills in terms of reading, writing and the spoken word. 

The Covid-19 pandemic has changed all our lives and 
our ‘Words Matter’ strategy will support Heber students 
with their recovery. Analysis from the National Literacy 
Trust suggests that children and young people who 
engage with literacy are three times more likely to have 
higher levels of mental wellbeing. The words our young 
people use will play a significant role in their social 
development and in the building of strong relationships 
with their peers. We want our students to think about the 
words they use with each other and to develop a 
vocabulary that promotes respect and belonging, and 
challenges all prejudices. Our ‘Words Matter’ strategy 
will, therefore, support our students to communicate in a 
manner that ensures all students feel valued and thrive 
at school because they are ‘Happy at Heber’.  
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Academic Year 2021-2022 (important dates) ** 

06.09.21 Start of new 2021-2022 Academic Year  
31.08.21  INSET CPD Day 1 (Staff only)  
1-3.09.2021 Return to school LFD Test NO. 1 (MSH) 
01.09.21 Year 7 (only) - Induction Day   
01.09.21  STEPs (25 min appointment) Year 8-13 all day 
02.09.21  STEPs (25 min appointments) 7-13 all day 
03.09.21 STEPs (25 min appointments) Year 7 only 
03.09.21 Lower Sixth (only) - Induction Day 
03.09.21 Upper Sixth (only) - UCAS + Apprenticeship Day  

06.09.21  ALL students normal Timetable (Week 1) 
06.09.21 Return to school LFD Test NO. 2 (MSH) 
09.09.21  Lower Sixth Parents’ Info. Evening (MSH 6 p.m.) 
17.09.21  Jeans 4 Genes (non-uniform) Day 
22.09.21  Year 6 Open Day - School closes at 2.30 p.m. 
30.09.21  Year 7 Music Day / Evening (MSH 6.30 p.m.) 

04.10.21 Year 11 Autumn Mock GCSE Exams start  
14.10.21  Governors’ Day in School 
13.10.21  Year 10 English Parents’ Evening SPH 6.45p.m.) 
14.10.21  Harvest School Assembly  
21.10.21  Sixth Form Open Evening (SPH 6 p.m.) 
21.10.21  Non-uniform Day (Heber Charities)  
21.10.21  Close for Half-term (3.30 p.m.) 
25.10.21  Half Term  

01.11.21  Students return to School (Week 2)  
01.11.21 GCSE Autumn Series Exams start (tbc) 
01.11.21 Year 13 Internal Assessment Fortnight 
09.11.21 Year 10 GCSE English Mock Exams 
11.11.21 PSHCE Day 
11.11.21  Remembrance Assembly (SPH 9.10 a.m.) 
11.11.21  Year 7 Parents’ Information Evening (6 - 8 p.m.) 
12.11.21 Friends of Heber Curry & Quiz (MSH 7 p.m.) 
25.11.21  Year 9 Parents’ Evening (SPH 4.15 -7.15 p.m.) 
29.11.21 Occasional Day School Closed  
30.11.21 ATC Civilian Committee Mtg. (7.15 p.m.) 

01.12.21 Year 11 Mock GCSE Language Speaking Test 
02.12.21  Upper Sixth Parents’ Eve (SPH 4.15-7.15 p.m.) 
09-10.12.21 Sixth Form Revue (tbc)  
14.12.21  Carol Concert (St Oswald’s, Malpas 7 p.m.) 
15.12.21 Sixth Form Leavers Ceremony Class of 2021 tbc  
16.12.21  Christmas Lunch  
17.12.21  End of Autumn Term (12.25 p.m. finish) 

Spring Term 2022 

04.01.22  Students return to School (Week 1)  
06.01.22  Year 8 Parents’ Eve (SPH 4.15 - 7.15 p.m.)  
10.01.22 Year 11 GCSE Mock Examinations start  
17.01.22 Year 10 GCSE Maths Set 1 Examinations 
20.01.22  Year 7 Parents’ Eve (SPH 4.15 - 7.15 p.m.)  

03.02.22  Year 9 GCSE Options Evening (SPH 6 p.m.)  
07.02.22  Upper Sixth Mock Examinations start  
10.02.22  Year 11 Learning Conference 
10.02.22 Year 11 GCSE Parents’ Info. Eve’(SPH 6 p.m.) 
15.02.22 ATC Civilian Committee AGM. (7.15 p.m.) 
17.02.22 Close for Half-term (3.30 p.m.) 
21.02.22  Half Term  

28.02.22 Students return to School (Week 2)  
28.02.22 Year 10 Options GCSE Mock Exams start 
03.03.22  Year 11 Parents’ Eve (SPH 4.15 - 7.15 p.m.)  
17.03.22  Lower Sixth Parents’ Eve (SPH 4.15 -7.15 p.m.) 
18.03.22 Non-uniform Day (RND Comic Relief) 
31.03.22  Year 10 Parents’ Eve (SPH 4.15 -7.15 p.m.) 

01.04.22  End of Spring Term (12.25 p.m. finish) 
 

** All events subject to change following gov.uk / DfE guidance 

Summer Term 2022 

19.04.22  Students return to School (Week 1) 
19.04.22 A-level Art Examinations start 
19.04.22  DoE (Bronze) Parents’ Mtg. (MSH 5.30 p.m.) 
19.04.22  Year 7 Menai Trip - Parents’ Mtg. (MSH 7 p.m.)  
22.04.22  Non-uniform Day (Friends of Heber) 
27-28.04.22 GCSE Art Examinations 
02.05.22  May Day Bank Holiday (School closed)  
04-06.05.22 Year 11 GCSE Languages Speaking Tests 
09.05.22 GCSE/A-level external exams begin** 
13-15.05.22 Year 9 DoE Bronze Award 
17.05.22 ATC Civilian Committee Mtg. (7.15 p.m.) 
18.05.22 GCSE/A-level Art / D+T Exhibition (5-7 p.m.) 
21-22.05.22 Year 9 DoE Bronze Award Training Expedition 
23.05.22 Year 7 End of Year Examinations start 
26.05.22 Upper Sixth Leavers Assembly (MSH 11 a.m.) 
27.05.22 Upper Sixth Study Leave  
27.05.22  Year 11 Celebration Assembly (SPH 1.30 p.m.) 
27.05.22  Year 11 Exam Preparation Period starts 
27.05.22 Upper Sixth Leavers’ Ball (Chester Racecourse)  
27.05.22 Close for Half-term (3.30 p.m.) 
30.05.22  Half Term  

06.06.22 Students return to School (Week 1)  
06.06.22  Year 9 End of Year Examinations start 
08.06.22 Lower Sixth HE Parents’ Mtg. (MSH 6 p.m.)  
13.06.22 Year 8 End of Year Examinations start 
16.06.22      Year 9 GCSE Parents’ Evening (SPH 6 p.m.) 
16.06.22  New Year 7 Languages/Science Day  
17.06.22  Year 11 Prom (Carden Park)  
20.06.22  Lower Sixth End of Year Examinations start  
22-24.06.22 Year 10 Mock GCSE Languages Speaking Tests  
27.06.22  Activity Week (Year 7-10) & Menai 
27.06.22  Year 10/Lower Sixth - Work Experience Week  
04.07.22 The Queen’s Jubilee Day School Closed  
05.07.22  Sixth Form UCAS/Careers Day 
05.07.22 ATC BBQ 7 p.m.   
06.07.22  Year 7 – 10 Sports Day (Queensway Stadium)  
08.07.22  KS3 Sports Award Evening (SPH 6 p.m.)  
12.07.22  Year 6 Intake Day and Evening (SPH 6 p.m.)  
13.07.22  Arts Celebration Evening (5 - 7 p.m.)  
20.07.22  End of Summer Term/Year (12.25 p.m. finish) 

Please visit our website for further information. 

Follow us on @BishopHeberHS / @Heber_Head 
or for sports fixture/updates @HeberSport  

 

CORE 4: We expect that all students will be ready to learn 
for each lesson and in preparedness have the CORE 4 
with them. These are the essential items of school 
equipment that students must have to ensure they can 
and active part in their lessons: 

1. School Bag (KS3 bring a bag for life for storing their equipment in school). 
2. School Planner 
3. Pencil case (items available from the Finance Office) to include: 

Scientific calculator, Pens (preferably black & a green pen 
for feedback), pencils, pencil sharpener, eraser, ruler, glue, 
scissors, colouring pencils  

4. Correct exercise books* / folders / paper / P.E. kit  
It is important that students remember to bring the 
above stationery into school as teachers will not be 
permitted to share equipment with students.   

* inc. Reading Book for Year 7, 8 and 9 


