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Headteacher’s Editorial:  

May I start off by wishing you a (very) belated Happy 
New Year! It’s been an interesting start to 2022 with the 
advent of the Omicron variant.  I have been singularly 
impressed with how students have coped with the 
continued mitigations in place at Heber. I’m convinced 
that alongside these mitigations the regular testing and 
vaccinations within families has made all the difference at 
Heber and we have not suffered too adversely from any 
student and / or staff absence – thank you!  

Ordinarily, this is the shortest half-term in the School year 
with lots of Parents’ Evenings scheduled which we’ve 
continued to do remotely this year.  My colleagues report 
fantastic support at these on-line appointments.  It is our 
plan to return to face-to-face meetings in 2022/23.  I fear 
some of the disconnect shared on social media in recent 
weeks may be a reflection of almost two years of parental 
events being remote.     

The end of this half-term is literally the turning point in the 
year as we see the daylight hours extend and we start to 
build for the summer exams for a great many students. 
We are planning for external exams in the traditional 
sense this summer and have used the recent mock 
exams to support students in their preparations for these 
exams. The exam boards have only very recently 
published their new guidance which we will share with 
students (and families) subject by subject as it may vary 
considerably across each subject specification. 

It's also been a special feature of this term that we have 
managed to commit to so many sports & extra-curricular 
events.  We are also in the advanced stages of planning 
for the return of Activity Week in the Summer Term 2022.   

Looking ahead, it gives us great pleasure to announce 
that Heber Performing Arts will be staging its next 
musical production in November 2022. It goes without 
saying that the pandemic has left us bereft of 
performances for two years; in fact, our last whole School 
production was in November 2019. We are delighted that 
we will be relaunching this tradition with performances of 
Joseph and The Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat 
from 21st – 25th November inclusive.  

 The choice of ‘Joseph’ 
for our production 
relaunch is particularly 
significant as it 
completes the trilogy of 
Lloyd-Webber/Rice 
musicals staged at 

Heber which started with Jesus Christ Superstar in 2018, 
and continued with our last production, Evita in 2019.  

Whilst this will be a whole School production, we are 
aware that only current Year 9 and above will have 
experienced a Heber production (as part of a Year 7 
Choir).  We are expecting our older students will be keen 
to recapture the magic that being in a School show can 
generate and lead the way for our younger students. 
Auditions will begin after Easter, so keep an eye and ear 

out for notices, Microsoft® Teams messages and on the 
Performing Arts noticeboard for details of how to apply.  

Joseph is a truly family show. People of all ages have 
memories of being in it at School or seeing productions 
with Philip Schofield or Jason Donovan. We hope to see 
you in November for Heber’s very own production! 

Our most recent Staying Safe @Heber 
focus was Children’s Mental Health 
Week alongside our Safer Internet Day. 
Our online activities can have a significant 
impact on our mental health and well-being. 
The theme of ‘Safer Internet Day’ this year is 
‘Exploring respect and relationships online’. Please see 
link to website here.  

I can confirm that the 
2022 Spring Term Non-
uniform Day in aid of 
Red Nose Day is Friday, 
18th March. Our donations 
of £1 per person will allow 
the School to contribute 

over £1,300 to support Comic Relief. 

We have one member of staff leaving at the end of Term: 

Ms N Vyas (2014 – 2022) joined Heber eight years ago 
in September 2014 as a Teacher of Religious Education 
having been an Assistant Humanities Faculty Coordinator 
with a responsibility for R.E at Darland High 
School (2000-2014), Head of R.E. at Castle Vale School, 
Birmingham (1998-2000), Head of R.E at Ysgol Bryn 
Offa, Wrexham (1993-1998), Teacher of R.E. and History 
at Ysgol Bryn Alyn, Wrexham (1992-1993) prior to joining 
us.  Ms Vyas has been an outstanding colleague and we 
were delighted when she returned at the start of the 
academic year after overcoming her cancer diagnosis.  
We wish Ms Vyas every success in her future career that 
supports her continued good health. 

Spring Term 2022 (important dates) 

28.02.22 Students return to School (Week 2)  
03.03.22  Year 11 Parents’ Eve (on-line 4.15 - 7.15 p.m.)  
14.03.22 Year 4 – 8 Science Fair (SPH 4 - 6 p.m.) 
17.03.22  Lower Sixth Parents’ Eve (on-line 4.15 -7.15 p.m.) 
18.03.22 Non-uniform Day (Red Nose Day) 
31.03.22  Year 10 Parents’ Eve (on-line 4.15 -7.15 p.m.) 
01.04.22  End of Spring Term (12.25 p.m. finish) 

Summer Term 2022 

19.04.22  Students return to School (Week 1) 
19.04.22 A-level Art Examinations start 
19.04.22  DoE (Bronze) Parents’ Mtg. (MSH 5.30 p.m.) 
19.04.22  Year 7 Menai Trip - Parents’ Mtg. (MSH 7 p.m.)  
22.04.22  Non-uniform Day (Friends of Heber) 
02.05.22  May Day Bank Holiday (School closed)  

Please visit our website for further information. 

Follow us on @BishopHeberHS / @Heber_Head or for 
sports fixture/updates @HeberSport 

 

All events subject to change following gov.uk / DfE guidance 

 

http://www.bishopheber.cheshire.sch.uk/
https://www.bishopheber.cheshire.sch.uk/parents/safeguarding-mental-health-well-online-safety
https://www.bishopheber.cheshire.sch.uk/applicants-sixth-form
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Performing Arts 

Stormzy Rap Lyrics Competition 

 

Our Key Stage 3 Composer of the Fortnight before 
Christmas was UK rapper and grime artist Stormzy. 
This launched a lyric writing competition for Years 7-9 
to compose their Stormzy inspired lyrics. 

Winners and runners-up are as follows: 

Year 7 Winner: Seren Basu (7KCa) 

Runners-up: Kayla Khalil (7RKy), Daisy Lewis (7RKy) 
and Jacob Reilly (7JMc). 

Entries of note also came from Millie Bond (7GLe), 
Albert Baker (7CWs), Erin Chadwick (7DHa), Amelia 
Stiles (7KBe) and Isla Saltiel (7KCa). 

Year 8 Winner: Anna Palgrave Jones (8KCl). 

Runner-up: James Hassall (8STa). 

Entries of note from James Barnes (8RMa) and Holly 
James (8STa). 

Year 9 Winner: Ruby Skachill-Saunders (9JAs) 

Runner-up: Ollie Bowden (9JSy) 

Congratulations to everyone who took part. Those 
mentioned above should see Mr Ferrelly after half-term 
for their prizes! 

Mr S Ferrelly 

 

Success & Achievement 

Year 7 STEM Farm Venture 

Year 7 students were tasked with creating and 
designing an imaginary Farming Venture along the lines 
of either a Crocky Style Adventure Park or perhaps like 
the Ice Cream Factory or possibly something else 
designed to raise money for an ailing farm. 

Most students worked in pairs and once complete they 
then presented their ideas to the rest of the group in a 
Dragons Den/Apprentice style pitch.  

There were many excellent ideas including a smoothie 
shop where you pick your own fruit, milk the cow then 
process the drink yourself! 

I would like to share a design that two students created 
for their pitch (please zoom in and look at the attention 
to detail!). Pictured below is a photo of the design/map 
for their venture, ‘Jungle Chase’. 

 

As you can see it is amazing for a Year 7 student. The 
artist who created it is… Harry Rolls (7AOg). The boy is 
a genius! 

Mr D Bolam 

Year 8 STEM Reward Day 

We recently had a STEM Reward Day recognising 
students that has excelled in Year 8 so far, specifically 
the top 12 students in Science, Technology and Maths.  
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36 students were invited to compete in an all-day 
workshop and given instructions to create a 'Robotic 
Arm' to move an object (in this case a ping pong ball) 
around a classroom mechanically in the shortest time. 

 

Each group of six students were assigned roles such as 
designer, accountant or timekeeper, and were tasked 
with designing and making a 'grabber'. 

 

They were also tasked with creating a display to show 
the development of their model. Each group were given 
a budget to buy 'resources' and 'rent' equipment (such 
as glue guns, etc.). 

  

Once made, each group had to test their model in a 
relay race against the clock to test the efficiency of the 
product.  

 

Finally, each group had to present their project to the 
whole cohort. Marks were awarded for presentation, 
viability, speed and teamwork and the winners were 
Team "LUPELO". All teams submitted brilliant projects, 
but we had to have a winner! 

 

Pictured above are the first-place winning team 
LUPELO; Lottie Ashton (8TRo), Ursula Archer (8JGl), 
Poppy Gilbert (8JGl), Edie Mathiahalan (8JGl), Libby 
Taylor (8JGl) and Olivia Wilson (8TRo). 

Mr D Bolam 

Year 13 Physics Success 
The British Physics Olympiad (BPhO) is regarded as 
one of the most challenging tests sat by students and it 
is often sat by students in the independent schooling 
system. 

Tribute is to be paid to the Year 13 A-level Physics 
group who undertook the highly stimulating British 
Physics Olympiad challenge whereby they had to apply 
their physics and maths experience in solving taxing 
problems. 

From the group, Matilda Walker (13DHe), Jake Roberts 
(13DHe), and Oliver James (13DBo) were all entered 
for the next round where only 1,600 students nationally 
sat the highly challenging exam. 
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The three of them have been the most successful at 
Heber to date as Matilda and Jake achieved a Silver 
Award (the top 25%) and Oliver achieved a Bronze 
award. Well done! 

Mr M Taylor 

Year 12 Physics Success 

As a part of the growing trend and development of the 
Science Department’s Capital Culture programme, Year 
12 Physics students sat the inaugural online British 
Physics Olympiad Senior Challenge on Friday, 28th 
January. 

The 15 students did very well, with a shower of medals 
awarded to the group ranging from Gold to Bronze. 

 

A special congratulations goes to Ioan Crump (12SHo) 
who achieved Gold! Well done! 

Mr M Taylor 

The Futures of Sixth Formers 

Sixth Form students have enjoyed a range of speakers 
about careers, apprenticeships and university this term.  

The University of Sheffield came to speak to Year 12 
students last week to give advice on choosing the right 
university course and student finance. 

Louis Dexter, Schools Liaison Officer from Cambridge 
University spoke to our students in Years 10, 11 and 12 
about applying to Oxford and Cambridge University on 
Tuesday, 1st February.  

We also enjoyed an apprenticeship talk with HSBC who 
spoke to our students about higher level 
apprenticeships and employment opportunities in the 
world of finance. 

Edge Hill University are delivering bespoke lectures to 
GCSE and A-level students over the next few weeks, 
starting with 'Digital Detectives' from 4.15 - 4.45 p.m. on 
Thursday, 17th February. 

Students are welcome to come down to the Sixth Form 
Centre to attend or simply join the event virtually on 
Microsoft® Teams and we look forward to seeing many 
of you there! 

To support Year 11 with their subject choices for A-
level, we invited each tutor group in turn to talk to our 
current Sixth Formers over pizza about their 
experiences of studying at Heber.  

This was really successful, and it was great to be able 
to welcome Year 11 into the Sixth Form Common 
Room. 

Congratulations also must 
go to Kenza Robinson 
(12SHo) who is running the 
London marathon this year 
to raise money for the 
Meningitis Research 
Foundation.   

To support her fundraising efforts, Kenza has arranged 
two cake sales in School this half term! We will keep 
you updated with her progress and fundraising total. 

If you would like to donate, please visit; 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/kenza-robinson3  

Mrs R Abbotson 

Year 12 Young Enterprise 

Year 12 students at Heber Sixth Form are taking part in 
the Young Enterprise Programme and they have been 
tasked with setting up a business initiative. Here is what 
the students had to say; 

“We have set up and designed ‘Record Clocks’ which 
are available as singles or LPs.  

If you are interested in 
supporting our venture, we 
are selling clock singles for 
£6 (or two for £10) and 
album clocks for £8 (or two 
for £15).  

You can purchase a clock 
at the School Finance Office or emailing us on 
metronomeye@gmail.com.” 

Mr B Lonergan 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/kenza-robinson3
mailto:metronomeye@gmail.com
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Sports 

Football 

 

Heber’s success and domination has continued this 
term in the District 7-a-side competitions with our Year 
8 and Year 10 B Boys teams winning their respective 
events.  

 

The Year 8 11-a-side team are through to the Cheshire 
semi-finals and the Year 10 the quarter finals after 
some excellent performances against strong opposition 
in the competition.  Both are due to be played after half 
term. 

Mr M Lindley 

Equestrian 

 

Congratulations to the Heber Equestrian team 
consisting of Emilia Dancy (9HWm), Ruby Johnson 
(8STa) and Ollie Rowlands (7JMc) who all rode great 
rounds to finish second in the NSEA Inter School 

Eventers Challenge and qualify for the championships 
to be held in May at Hickstead.  

 

Congratulations also to Izabel Worthington (8SFo) and 
her pony Machno Gabrielle on winning the British 
Dressage Area Final. 

They now go forward to the Winter Nationals in April. 
Izabel was the youngest in class and had a good 10-
point lead over the second placed competitor. 

Cross Country  

The School has had some fantastic performances in the 
recent Cheshire Championships with a number of 
students from Years 7-11 representing the Chester 
Schools team against some very strong competition. 

  

The top 20 from each age group now go forward to 
represent Cheshire at the English Schools Competition. 

Results 

Minors Boys (Year 7, pictured above) – Josh Evans 
(20th) Ben Lightfoot (36th) and James Gunning (47th). 

Minors Girls (Year 7, pictured above) - Emilia Pyper 
(fifth), Eleanor Wheeler (14th), Izzy Adams (22nd) and 
Ellie Parker (40th). 

Junior Boys (Years 8 and 9) – Rhys Owen (tenth).  

Inter Boys (Years 10 and 11) Charlie McMullan (third). 

Inter Girls (Years 10 and 11) – Amber Patterson (21st). 

Mr M Lindley 
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Disability Sports Awareness Day 
with Sale Sharks 

 

Students from Years 7-11 had the opportunity to take 
part in a number of inclusive sports recently as part of a 
Disability Sports Awareness Day run by Sale Sharks. 
Activities included goal ball, wheelchair rugby and 
basketball.  

 

It was a great experience for all students showing that 
there is no barrier to any student taking part in sport. 

Mr M Lindley 

Representative Honours 

Congratulations to Sophia Haworth (7JMc) and Harriet 
Erwin (8C&P) on their selection for Cheshire Netball. 

Congratulations also to Owen Mackreth (9JAs) for the 
Chester Schools U14 Football squad selection. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sporting Successes of Former 
Students 

It’s been a great couple of months to hear about the 
success of some of our former students;  

Football - Zak Kempster Down (Crewe Alexandra 
Youth Team) and Ben Woollam (Senior Debut for TNS 
FC). 

  

Rugby Union – Oli Wynn representing Worcester 
Warriors in their Premiership Cup and the unbelievable 
achievement of Tom Curry and his selection of England 
captain for the Six Nations games vs Scotland and Italy. 
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Main School Office 

Your help with the following would be appreciated. 

Lost property: 

• Please ensure all items of School clothing and 
equipment is clearly named/labelled. 

Equipment: 

• Please ensure your child comes to School with the 
correct equipment for the day. Please do not allow 
students to bring any items of value into School as 
we cannot accept responsibility for any loss or 
damage. 

Finance 

Secure Online Payments  

Did you know that Bishop Heber High School offers a 
secure online payment system allowing parents to 
make payments for School meals or School visits fees 
by credit or debit card? 

Tucasi is available at http://scopay.com/bishopheber  
and there is also a link through our School website.  

Transactions are carried out using the highest security. 
The system enables parents to pay for cashless 
catering, School visits and activities at a convenient 
time without the need to send cash or cheques into 
School. 

Parents can log into their own secure pages to see a list 
of items available to their child and Tucasi even keeps a 
history of all past payments made. If you need a 
reminder of you logon details, please email the Finance 
Office: finance@heber.org.uk  

Please note, when making online payments please 
ensure the "continue" button is clicked to fully complete 
the transaction. Successful transactions are issued with 
an email from each of Worldpay and Scopay. 

If the "continue" button is not clicked only one email 
from Worldpay will be received, the bank account will 
be debited, however the payment will not be sent 
through to the student’s account. If this occurs, please 
contact the Finance Office to report the issue –  
finance@heber.org.uk  

Free School Meals 

Did you know that by registering for Free School Meals 
your child not only has the opportunity to enjoy a free 
school meal but they could also be entitled to a 
substantial reduction in the cost of some educational 
visits and after School activities? 

The School also benefits from additional funding for 
children who are registered for free school meals or 
who have been registered in the past six years. The 
funding gives every student in the schooling system the 
same opportunities to succeed. 

Additional support mechanisms at Bishop Heber include 
intervention classes along with financial support for 
educational visits and activities. 

Am I eligible for Free School Meals? 

You will qualify if you are receiving one of the following 
benefits; 

• Income Support 

• Income Based Jobseekers Allowance 

• Income-related Employment and Support 
Allowance 

• Support under part VI of the Immigration and 
Asylum Act 1999 

• Child Tax Credit but not Working Tax Credit and 
have an annual income that does not exceed 
£16,190 

• The Guarantee element of State Pension Credit 

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for four weeks 
after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 

• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 
2018 your household income must be less than 
£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any 
benefits you get) 

Do you receive Working Tax credit? 

If you or a partner receive Working Tax Credit 
regardless of income you will not qualify for free school 
meals. 

 

Free School Meals Helpline - 0300 123 7039 

Free School Meals Information - 

https://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/.../school- 
meals.aspx  

The free school meals team can assess your claim over 
the phone using an eligibility checker to confirm 
entitlement. 

Road Safety 

It has been noted that some vehicles are using the 
Sixth Form access gate to drop off students in the 
mornings. 

This has raised Health and Safety concerns: 

• Vehicles are entering pedestrian areas to turn 
round in. 

• Vehicles are in excess of the 5mph speed limit. 

• Vehicles trying to get out are holding up vehicles 
trying to get in causing congestion on an already 
busy road. 

To alleviate this problem and to reduce the risk to staff 
and students, we have decided to make this a staff only 
access gate from 8 a.m. - 9 a.m. and an exit gate from 
3.45 p.m. - 4.30 p.m. After this time, it will be open for 
leisure centre uses only. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 
 

http://scopay.com/bishopheber
mailto:finance@heber.org.uk
mailto:finance@bishopheber.cheshire.sch.uk
https://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/.../school-%20meals.aspx
https://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/.../school-%20meals.aspx
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