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Headteacher’s Editorial:  

We’ve started the new 2021 academic year with a real 
sense of purpose, having the opportunity to return to a 
more normal School day. We planned to open the School 
more widely in September and it has worked well so far. 
The early testing and the mitigations in place have had 
an impact and we do seem to have had significantly less 
disruption in our School community compared to other 
local schools.  

Can I please remind parents to support their child to 
continue to take their home LFD tests ahead of each 
Monday / Thursday morning – thank you! 

Many of our Upper Sixth students are aiming high and 
applying for Veterinary Science, Medicine or Oxbridge 
and have sent off their UCAS applications ahead of 
schedule. After three students successfully gained places 
at Cambridge University, this year, ten students are 
applying to Cambridge or Oxford University, alongside 
two Veterinary Scientists and five Medics. Former 
student, Molly Garnett, led a valuable discussion on the 
application process, interviews and what to expect from 
life at Oxford and the Admissions Tutor from Fitzwilliam 
College, Cambridge met with our students to discuss 
writing a successful Personal Statement. Our Sixth 
Formers also enjoyed an informative talk about the 
possibilities that Higher Level Apprenticeships can offer, 
including Degree Apprenticeships.  

Jeans for Genes Day was well supported 
again this year.  This annual fundraising 
event took place on Friday, 17th 
September. Staff and students could 
wear jeans at School and make a 

donation. Together we raised £1,000 for 
gene therapy & research. 

The Year 7 Music Day was a fantastic experience for our 
new Year 7s who opted into either a Vocal or Samba 
drumming workshop. 
In a little over two 
hours, our students 
learnt pieces from 
Brazil's Samba 
tradition and a range 
of contemporary 
songs. During the 
workshops they were taught several performance 
techniques as well as the context of the music they were 
performing. A thoroughly, culturally enriching day for our 
youngsters who can be seen in their final performances 
to each other in the pictures. Thanks to great support 
from our Music for Life colleagues who led the sessions. 

Following a very successful, ticket-only Open Day and 
Open Evening for Year 6 families we then held our 15th 
annual Governors’ Day in School on Thursday, 14th 
October. The governors visited many tutor groups during 
PSHCE in Period 1. This also allowed them the 
opportunity to have student voice meetings with groups 
from Year 7/8, Year 9/10, as well as the Sixth Form. Later 
in the morning, the governors then visited 19 classes as 
well as meeting teachers at their start of their careers at 
Heber. In the afternoon, there was a Full Governing Body 
Meeting. The focus was on the new Ofsted framework 
but more importantly setting the School’s strategic 
direction for the next academic year.  

As a precaution, we took the decision last week not to 
have the whole School gather in a single space for the 
traditional Harvest Festival Assembly, which was 
scheduled for Thursday, 14th October.  Notwithstanding, it 
didn’t stop the School coming together in spirit and 
donating a fantastic amount of food as seen below. 

CATH (Chester Aid to the Homeless) were once again 
overwhelmed by your generosity. The retiring CEO of 
CATH (Mr. Rob Bisset) and his co-worker and new CEO 
(Mr Rob Whittall) took all the decorated harvest boxes 
back to their HQ to distribute through their foodbanks to 
support the homeless in our locality.   

Academic Year 2021-2022 (important dates) ** 

01.11.21  Students return to School (Week 2)  
01.11.21 GCSE Autumn Series Exams start (tbc) 
01.11.21 Year 13 Internal Assessment Fortnight 
09.11.21 Year 10 GCSE English Mock Exams 
11.11.21 PSHCE Day 
11.11.21  Remembrance Assembly (tbc) 
11.11.21  Year 7 Parents’ Information Evening (6 - 8 p.m.)  
25.11.21  Year 9 Parents’ Evening (SPH 4.15 -7.15 p.m.) 
29.11.21 Occasional Day School Closed  
30.11.21 ATC Civilian Committee Mtg. (7.15 p.m.) 

01.12.21 Year 11 Mock GCSE Language Speaking Test 
02.12.21  Upper Sixth Parents’ Eve (SPH 4.15-7.15 p.m.) 
14.12.21  Carol Concert (St Oswald’s, Malpas 7 p.m.) 
15.12.21 Sixth Form Leavers’ Ceremony, Class of 2021 tbc  
16.12.21  Christmas Lunch  
17.12.21  End of Autumn Term (12.25 p.m. finish) 

Please visit our website for further information. 

Follow us on @BishopHeberHS / @Heber_Head or 
for sports fixture/updates @HeberSport 

http://www.bishopheber.cheshire.sch.uk/
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Trips 

Take me to the river... 

After a short absence, we were delighted to resume our trip 
down to the river with our Year 8 Geography students. 

 

In the week beginning the 11th of October, students visited 
Iscoyd Brook in Higher Wych in tutor groups. Whilst in the 
field they learnt fieldwork techniques, sketching skills and 
gathered data investigating meanders for their Autumn 
Term Assessment. 

 

We would like to thank Mr Mayers for his continued support 
in allowing us to use his field for the project. The sun shone 
(most of the time) and all students appeared to enjoy their 
time studying in a field work environment, despite a few wet 
socks in the process! 

Mrs A Grieves 

Library 

International School 
Library Month 

October is International School Library Month (ISLM), an 
annual celebration of school libraries worldwide.  

The 2021 theme for ISLM is “Fairy Tales and Folk Tales 
around the World.” 

 

To celebrate, the library has recruited new volunteers to join 
the Student Librarian team; 

Congratulations to Jago Appleyard (7RKy), Jacob Reilly 
(7JMc), Alexander Ryan (8GFo), Libby Taylor (8JGl), 
Eleanor Huxley (9RLe) and joining the Sixth Form 
Librarians is Tilly McMahon (12KRo)! 

Miss L Kinsella 

Roald Dahl Day 

Each year, Roald Dahl Story Day is 
celebrated on the 13th September. 
To celebrate, 'Golden Tickets' 
where hidden around School for 
students (and staff) to find.  

Scrumdiddlyumptious surprises in 
the library awaited the lucky finders 
of the elusive golden tickets. 

After an animated day of searching, the final finders of the 
Golden Tickets were - Gabrielle Smith (13JSt), Joseph 
MacGeorge (13DHe), Milo Shipstone (12H&S), Kieran 
Davies (13JSt), Kathryn Taylor (8SFo), Lucy Robinson 
(8SFo), Oliver Straw (8SFo), Millie Bond (7GLe), Bethanie 
Walsh-Sinclair (7GLe), Holly Nicholls (8SFo), Thomas 
Parkin (12KRo), Frankie Morse (7GLe), Lilly Deakin (7GLe), 
Mr T Roberts and Mrs L Banks. 

   
 

  
 

Congratulations to all of the lucky ticket holders! To learn 
more about Roald Dahl Story Day, please visit the website: 
https://www.roalddahl.com/roald-dahl-story-day   

Miss L Kinsella 

 

https://www.roalddahl.com/roald-dahl-story-day
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Hobbit Day 

 

Hobbit Day is a name used for 22nd September in reference 
to its being the birthday of the hobbits Bilbo and Frodo 
Baggins, two fictional characters in J.R.R. Tolkien's popular 
series of books set in Middle Earth, The Hobbit and The 
Lord of the Rings. 

 

To celebrate Hobbit Day, there were two online 
competitions via Heber Library on Microsoft Teams for 
students to enter. Congratulations to the prize winners who 
both took home a goody bag with a free 'precious' book, 
sweets and other bookish treats! 

 

‘Gandalf the Grey’ took the top spot in the ‘Hobbit Day 
Favourite Character’ competition, which was won by Alice 
Corlett (7AOg) and a 100% score was at the top of the 
leader board on the ‘Concerning Hobbits Quick Quiz’ that 
was won by Molly Williams (9JSy). 

Miss L Kinsella 

Success & Achievement 

Gliding  

Congratulations to student Alex Gilmour (10JPr) on 
successfully achieving his solo qualification in September. 

 

Alex is the youngest person to achieve this at Denbigh 
Gliding Club. 

Local Events 

CATH Annual Sleep Out 2021 

 
Chester Aid to the Homeless (CATH) offers support, 
encouragement and a safety net for homeless people in 
crisis living in and around the city of Chester. 

As we all come to terms with the impact of Covid-19, CATH 
continues to need support. I am taking part in the Annual 
Sleep Out on Friday, 3rd December 2021. 

Any support you can offer will make a huge difference to 
this crucial charity for the people of Chester. You can 
donate on my fundraising page:  

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/gina-hill5  

Dr G Hill 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/gina-hill5
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Sports 

Football 

Great result for the U13 girls in their first game on Sunday, 
17th October. A 3-1 extra time win against Sacred Heart 
Catholic College, Liverpool in the National Cup. 

The goal scorers were Sienna Pennington (7RKy) and 
Lydia Dilworth (two goals) with the Player of the Match 
going to Lydia Dilworth (8C&P). 

 

An excellent 3-0 win for the Year 9 boys in the Cheshire 
Cup vs Ellesmere Port Catholic High School. Scoring all 
three goals was Lewie Nicholas (9JSy) and the Player of 
the Match was Owen Mackreth (9JAs) 

On Tuesday, 12th October, there were two excellent games 
of football vs Kings. Year 8 won 4-2 with a goal from Sid 
Faithful (8C&P) and three goals scored by Oliver Cook 
(8SFo) with Henry Williams (8GFo) earning Player of the 
Match. The Year 9 B-team narrowly lost 4-2, with goals 
from Tom Lunt (9SJo) and Quinlan Cronin (9JAs).  

 

On Thursday, 7th October, the Year 7 A-team played in their 
National Cup round one game vs Whitby. An excellent 4-2 
win for the boys with goal scorers Gunning (scoring two 
goals), Hewitt (penalty) and Evans. Player of the Match was 
awarded to James Gunning (7RMc). 

 

An excellent win and performance by the Year 10 B-team in 
the National Cup on Wednesday, 6th October vs 
Shrewsbury School. Goal scorers were Edwards (3), 
Russell (3), Cook, Humphries, Cawley and Ashton with 
Player of the Match going to Zak Ireland (10LBy). 

 

On Tuesday, 5th October, there was a decisive 7-3 win for 
the Year 8 A-team in an excellent National Cup match vs 
Belvidere. Oliver Cook (8SFo) scored five goals and won 
Player of the Match. Faithful and Shepherd were also on 
the scoresheet. 

 

Congratulations to the Sixth Form team on winning the 
District 7-a-side tournament on Monday, 4th October, they 
were undefeated all evening. Player of the tournament went 
to Elliot Hall (13AWh). 

Mr M Lindley 
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Cross Country 

 

Congratulations to Eleanor Wheeler (7AOg), Emilia Pyper 
(7RKy) and Beth Manson (7DHa) who competed in the 
West Cheshire AC Schools Cross Country Race Series on 
Saturday, 2nd October. 

Emilia came first (for the second week running) and Eleanor 
came in second place (also for the second week running) 
and Beth placed fourth. 

Mr M Lindley 

Netball 

 

Well done to the Year 7-10 Netball teams on Wednesday, 
20th October. Strong performances from all teams leading to 
four wins. 

Congratulations also 
go to the U19 Netball 
team who came third 
in their Chester and 
District tournament on 
Thursday, 14th 
October. 

Mrs H Corrigan 

 

Rugby 

U16s in action in 
the Cheshire 
Bowl against 
Brine Leas on 
Wednesday, 22nd 
September. They 
won 25-0 and are 
looking forward 
to the next round.  

On the morning of Saturday, 25th September, Heber had 
three teams out (U12/U13/U15) playing the first game of the 
season and three competitive fixtures with lots of tries 
scored against Calday Grange Grammar School. 

The teams fielded 32 players making their Heber debut and 
eight players playing rugby for the first time. 

 

During the middle of October, there were five great games 
of rugby in three days, with 83 students representing the 
School. This resulted in three victories and five Players of 
the Match; 

1st XV - Sam Chaloner (13SFe) 

U15 - Charlie Fletcher (9BLo) 

U14 - Wilson Walker (9JAs) 

U13 - Theo Shepherd (8RMa) 

U12 - Ben ‘Lightning’ Lightfoot (7DHa) 

Great effort from the 
U15 boys in the 
National Cup. It was a 
close game for 45 
mins with Sandbach 
School, but they pulled 
away in the last 15 
minutes to get the win. 
Good luck in the next 
round. 

The weekend fixture on Saturday, 9th October saw another 
morning and three great performances across Years 7, 8 
and 9 with another four boys playing the game for the first 
time.  

Player of the Match in both two games for 7 and 8 were 
Ruben Lloyd (8SFo), William Wynn (7KCa), Ethan Evans 
(8KCl) and Henry Lane (8SFo). Year 9 Players of the 
Matches were Wilson Walker (9JAs) and Owen Mackreth 
(9JAs). 

Mr J Preston 

Hockey 

 

Congratulations to the U16 hockey team who performed 
magnificently and finished the Chester and District 
Tournament as runners-up. 

Miss E Smith and Mr M Lawrenson 
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Main School Office 

Your help with the following would be appreciated. 

Lost property: 

• Please ensure all items of School clothing and 
equipment is clearly named/labelled. 

Equipment: 

• Please ensure your child comes to School with the 
correct equipment for the day. Please do not allow 
students to bring any items of value into School as 
we cannot accept responsibility for any loss or 
damage. 

Finance 

Secure Online Payments  

Did you know that Bishop Heber High School offers a 
secure online payment system allowing parents to 
make payments for School meals or School visits fees 
by credit or debit card? 

Tucasi is available at http://scopay.com/bishopheber  
and there is also a link through our School website.  

Transactions are carried out using the highest security. 
The system enables parents to pay for cashless 
catering, School visits and activities at a convenient 
time without the need to send cash or cheques into 
School. 

Parents can log into their own secure pages to see a 
list of items available to their child and Tucasi even 
keeps a history of all past payments made. If you need 
a reminder of you logon details, please email the 
Finance Office: finance@heber.org.uk  

Please note, when making online payments please 
ensure the "continue" button is clicked to fully complete 
the transaction. Successful transactions are issued 
with an email from each of Worldpay and Scopay. 

If the "continue" button is not clicked only one email 
from Worldpay will be received, the bank account will 
be debited, however the payment will not be sent 
through to the student’s account. If this occurs, please 
contact the Finance Office to report the issue –  
finance@heber.org.uk  

Free School Meals 

Did you know that by registering for Free School Meals 
your child not only has the opportunity to enjoy a free 
school meal but they could also be entitled to a 
substantial reduction in the cost of some educational 
visits and after School activities? 

The School also benefits from additional funding for 
children who are registered for free school meals or 
who have been registered in the past six years. The 
funding gives every student in the schooling system 
the same opportunities to succeed. 

Additional support mechanisms at Bishop Heber 
include intervention classes along with financial 
support for educational visits and activities. 

Am I eligible for Free School Meals? 

You will qualify if you are receiving one of the following 
benefits; 

• Income Support 

• Income Based Jobseekers Allowance 

• Income-related Employment and Support 
Allowance 

• Support under part VI of the Immigration and 
Asylum Act 1999 

• Child Tax Credit but not Working Tax Credit and 
have an annual income that does not exceed 
£16,190 

• The Guarantee element of State Pension Credit 

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for four weeks 
after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 

• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 
2018 your household income must be less than 
£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any 
benefits you get) 

Do you receive Working Tax credit? 

If you or a partner receive Working Tax Credit 
regardless of income you will not qualify for free school 
meals. 

 

Free School Meals Helpline - 0300 123 7039 

Free School Meals Information - 

https://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/.../school- 
meals.aspx  

The free school meals team can assess your claim 
over the phone using an eligibility checker to confirm 
entitlement. 

 

Road Safety 

It has been noted that some vehicles are using the 
Sixth Form access gate to drop off students in the 
mornings. 

This has raised Health and Safety concerns: 

• Vehicles are entering pedestrian areas to turn 
round in. 

• Vehicles are in excess of the 5mph speed limit. 

• Vehicles trying to get out are holding up vehicles 
trying to get in causing congestion on an already 
busy road. 

To alleviate this problem and to reduce the risk to staff 
and students, we have decided to make this a staff 
only access gate from 8 a.m. - 9 a.m. and an exit gate 
from 3.45 p.m. - 4.30 p.m. After this time, it will be 
open for leisure centre uses only. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 
 

http://scopay.com/bishopheber
mailto:finance@heber.org.uk
mailto:finance@bishopheber.cheshire.sch.uk
https://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/.../school-%20meals.aspx
https://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/.../school-%20meals.aspx

