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Headteacher’s Editorial:
May I start off by wishing you a (very) belated Happy
New Year! It’s fair to say that this is the half-term that
goes the quickest for me each year – not necessarily
because it’s the shorter term but because of the amount
of events we commit to; such as; Parents’ Evenings, Year
9 GCSE Options Evening, Sixth Form applications as
well as the Year 11 and Sixth Form mock examinations to
name the big ones! The end of this half term is literally
the turning point in the year as we see the daylight hours
extend and we start to build for the summer exams for a
great many students.
I am aware that some schools locally have had to close
due to unusually high staff and / or student illness. I
would like to think we have a resilient and hardy student
and staff body, that seem largely immune from the
common ailments. That said, historically at this time of
year, with the potential of extreme winter weather, we
occasionally have to consider issuing a School Closure
Notice. Thankfully, we have not had to do so so far… if
we do, please refer to the School’s website or Twitter
accounts (see below).
The School was proud to welcome David McNaught to
visit us at the end of January. David started his new role
in January 2020 as CWaC Director of Education and
Inclusion as a job share with Mark Parkinson. David
toured the School, visited some lessons and spoke with a
number of staff. We hope this proved helpful to him, as
he becomes familiar with the unique pressures of serving
in an underfunded authority.
Time to Talk Day was on 6th February, and is designed to
be an opportunity to talk openly about mental health.
Conversation starters can be as simple as, "How was
your day?" or "What's the best/worst thing that happened
to you today?" could give you and your child the chance
to talk frankly about anything that
might be bothering them.
With this in mind, MyMind.org.uk
contains lots of advice, guidance
and resources that are tailored to
Cheshire West and Cheshire. It is produced in
conjunction with Cheshire and Wirral Partnership (CWP)
NHS Foundation Trust's Child and Adolescent Mental
Health (CAMHS) so is based locally. It is a great place to
start to look for information if you are concerned about
your child. You can also, of course, contact School to let
us know about your concerns and we can work with you
to make sure that your child is safe and happy in School.
On Thursday, 13th February during PSHCE lessons
Tutors promoted and supported Safer Internet Day 2020
@BishopHeberHS. The global theme was, ‘Together for
a better internet’. As we recognise, the internet and social
media have such a powerful influence on our lives and
such capacity for good. Nonetheless, we took the time to
remind ourselves of our personal responsibility to use it in
a worthwhile and respectful way.
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I would be grateful for your continued support to ensure
everyone is Happy@Heber. Please take
a few minutes to look at the information,
advice
and
guidance
on
www.saferinternetday.org.uk especially,
a great guide containing top tips for
parents
and
carers
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/saferinternet-day/safer-internet-day-2020/safer-internet-day2020-top-tips/safer-internet-day-2
Now that the general election has happened, we can
start to work closely with our newly elected members of
parliament. We look forward to seeing them at Heber
after the half term break. The Rt Hon Owen Paterson,
Conservative MP for North Shropshire will be visiting
us in the first week back followed by The Rt Hon
Edward Timpson, Conservative MP for Eddisbury a
month later. Both MPs will have an opportunity to tour the
School and meet students to discuss the issues of the
day. This invitation has been reciprocated and students
will have a chance to meet our MPs again later in the
year at The Houses of Parliament, Westminster on
Monday, 24th February 2020.
I can confirm that the 2020
Spring Term Non-uniform
Day in aid of Sport Relief is
Friday, 13th March. Our
donations of £1 per person
will allow the School to contribute over £1,300 to support
Comic Relief.
Finally, it is always special to share a significant birthday
with family and School friends. Notwithstanding, we have
a rather unique and statistically rare occurrence this leap
year with a Year 11 being able to celebrate his fourth
birthday on Saturday, 29th February 2020 – we wish Sam
Lister (11DBo) a very happy birthday.
Academic Year 2019-2020 (important dates)
Spring Term 2020
24.02.20
Students return to School (Week 1)
25.02.20
ATC Civilian Committee AGM. (7.15 p.m.)
27.02.20
Year 11 Parents’ Eve (SPH 4.15 - 7.15 p.m.)
02-05.03.20 Year 10 GCSE Mock Exams
03.03.20
Friends of Heber Mtg. (Conf. Room 7 p.m.)
08.03.20
Royal Northern College of Music (Manchester)
09.03.20
Year 3 to Year 8 Science Fair (SPH 4.30 p.m.)
11.03.20
Performing Arts Concert (MSH 7- 9 p.m.)
13.03.20
Non-uniform Day (Sport Relief)
19.03.20
Lower Sixth Parents’ Eve (SPH 4.15 -7.15 p.m.)
02.04.20
Year 10 Parents’ Eve (SPH 4.15 -7.15 p.m.)
03.04.20
End of Spring Term (12.25 p.m. finish)
Summer Term 2020
20.04.20
Students return to School (Week 2)
Please visit our website for further information.
Follow us on @BishopHeberHS / @Heber_Head
or for sports fixture/updates @HeberSport

Trips

Performing Arts

Auschwitz Visit and the Holocaust

Christmas Performances

Jessica
Roberts
(13SFe) and Lydia
Williams (13SFe) are
the latest Upper Sixth
History students to
have
taken
the
opportunity to work
with the Holocaust
Education Trust and
visited Auschwitz.

The end of last term was a traditionally busy one for
Performing Arts students in the School. Fresh from the
success of Evita, over 80 performers took part in the
Christmas Carol Concert at St Oswald's Church.

As part of their project, they then helped teach a Year 9
History class about the Holocaust and helped pass on
the important lessons of this period of history to
younger students.
Mr J Penlington

Soloists, Choir, Orchestra, Senior Ensemble, Brass
Group, Drama Group and a choir of staff and senior
students combined with festive readings to give a
thoroughly enjoyable start to the Christmas proceedings
in the final week of term.

Highlights from the Tuesday evening's concert were
repeated in the whole School assembly on Friday, 20th
December. Pictures show some of the choir and
orchestra getting ready for the concert in church.

Library Events
Harry Potter Book
Night
Harry Potter Book Night was
celebrated in the library after
School on Thursday, 6th
February. The theme for 2020 was ‘The Triwizard
Tournament’. On arrival, students were sorted into
Hogwarts’ house teams and had to complete three
tasks; a scavenger hunt for ‘missing’ friends, solving
riddles of the sphinx and finally the triwizard quiz.
A special thanks go to Ian Schofield (13SFe), Esme
Mathialahan (10AJo), Lauren Brain (10THa) and Chloe
Gill (9TBa) who kindly volunteered as Hogwarts’ Heads
of Houses for the magical event.

Mr S Ferrelly

Heber Footlights
Looking ahead to next half term, our annual Performing
Arts show 'Heber Footlights' takes place in the School
Hall on Tuesday, 10th March at 7.00 p.m. The show will
feature solo acts who have been successful in auditions
that are currently taking place, as well as sets from the
Orchestra, Choir and Dance Group. Tickets are on sale
from Friday, 28th February, online at yourboxoffice.co.uk
(search for Bishop Heber events).
Mr S Ferrelly

House points were awarded for each task and
congratulations go to the winning team (pictured
above)… Gryffindor! All participants took away a
certificate and ‘Golden Galleon’ and the winners took
home an extra prize of a Harry Potter collectible
figurine. Mischief managed!
Miss L Kinsella

Sports
Synchronised Ice Skating

Ultimate Frisbee Championships

Heber students competed at the British Championships
held at Nottingham. Congratulations to Alice
Whatmough (10SMc) and Alyssa Pridding (11DHe) and
their team the Deelites who won Gold in the inaugural
Britannia Cup 2020 making them national champions
for synchronised ice skating intermediate division.

Well done to the 30+ players we took to the Frisbee
nationals. In the U14 Division (Year 8 and below) our
second team finished 17th and our first team managed
3rd! In the U17 division, the second team came 23rd and
the first team came 8th and more importantly, won the
Spirit of the Game Trophy. Making the semi-finals was
great, but being recognised as the most spirited team to
play against was fantastic.

16 team members skated in synchronicity, to ‘Cell Block
Tango’ from Chicago, and the routine even included
synchronised stag lifts at the end. The whole event was
broadcast live on BBC iPlayer.

Mr Darell Jones, chairperson of Deeside Synchro Club,
said; “The Deelites led the field by taking Gold to
become the British champions and this is the first time
ever this has been achieved by a team from Deeside in
any category. They stunned the crowd and blew away
the competition to lead the way with a mesmerising, fast
paced tango routine.”
Mr K Lowe

Some students were tired on the Monday as it was a
two day tournament where most students played ten
games over the weekend. A special mention to Ted
Atkinson (8DBl) who somehow managed to double up
playing U14 and U17 first teams.
Also, congratulations to Oli Hamer (13TRo), Ellen
Martin (13TRo) and Anna Williamson (12CWs) who all
got selected last week to play for GB U20 women this
summer in the World Junior Championships in Sweden.
Mr K Lowe

Free School Meals
Did you know that by registering for Free School Meals
your child not only has the opportunity to enjoy a Free
School Meal but they could also be entitled to a
substantial reduction in the cost of some educational
visits and after School activities?

Request from the Main School Office
Your help with the following would be appreciated:Lost property:

Please ensure all items of School clothing and
equipment is clearly named/labelled.
Equipment:

Please ensure your child comes to School with
the correct equipment for the day. Please do not allow
students to bring any items of value in to School as we
cannot accept responsibility for any loss or damage.

Money Matters
Secure Online Payments
Did you know that Bishop Heber High School offers a
secure online payment system allowing parents to
make payments for School meals or School visits fees
by credit or debit card?
Tucasi is available at http://scopay.com/bishopheber
and there is also a link through our School website.
Transactions are carried out using the highest security.
The system enables parents to pay for cashless
catering, School visits and activities at a convenient
time without the need to send cash or cheques into
School. Parents can log into their own secure pages to
see a list of items available to their child and Tucasi even
keeps a history of all past payments made. If you need
a reminder of you logon details, please email the
Finance Office; finance@bishopheber.cheshire.sch.uk
Please note, when making online payments please
ensure the "continue" button is clicked to fully complete
the transaction. Successful transactions are issued with
an email from each of Worldpay and Scopay.
If the "continue" button is not clicked only one email
from Worldpay will be received, the bank account will
be debited, however the payment will not be sent
through to the students’ account. If this occurs, please
contact the Finance Office to report the issue finance@bishopheber.cheshire.sch.uk

The School also benefits from additional funding for
children who are registered for Free School Meals or
who have been registered in the past six years. The
funding gives every student in the schooling system
the same opportunities to succeed. Additional support
mechanisms at Bishop Heber include intervention
classes along with financial support for educational
visits and activities.

Am I eligible for Free School Meals?
If as parents/guardians/carers you receive one of the
following, you may be able to claim for Free School
Meals:

Income support (IS)

Income Based Jobseekers Allowance (IBJSA)

Income-related Employment and Support
Allowance (ESA(IR)

Support under part VI of the Immigration and
Asylum Act 1999

Child Tax Credit (but not Working Tax Credit)
and have an annual income (as assessed by Her
Majesty's Revenue and Customs) that does not
exceed £16,190

The Guarantee element of State Pension Credit
Free School Meals Helpline - 0300 123 7039
Free School Meals Information https://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/.../schoolmeals.aspx
The Free School Meals team can assess your claim over
the phone using an eligibility checker to confirm
entitlement.

Road Safety
It has been noted that some vehicles are using the Sixth
Form access gate to drop off students in the mornings.
This has raised Health and Safety concerns:
 Vehicles are entering pedestrian areas to turn round
 Vehicles are in excess of the 5 mph speed limit
 Vehicles that are trying to get out are holding up
vehicles that are trying to get in causing congestion on
an already busy road
To alleviate this problem and to reduce the risk to staff
and students we have decided to make this a staff only
access gate from 8.00 a.m. to 9.00 a.m. and an exit gate
from 3.45 p.m. to 4.30 p.m. After this time it will be open
for leisure centre uses only.
Thank you for your cooperation.

