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Headteacher’s Editorial:
As so often the case in recent years, the month of March
has seen winter at its coldest delaying the onset of spring
this year. It has been another whistle-stop half term with
Year 11 and sixth formers now in the final stages of their
taught courses looking ahead to the coming weeks and
months, revising and attending additional revision
sessions. I will talk more about their contribution to the
school in the Summer Term Newsletters but I would like
to wish them all well in their final exam preparations.
Traditionally, the Spring Term is the time for Parents’
Evenings. We never take for granted the support we get
from your attendance at these events – it is central to
why our students do so well at Heber. I would also like to
thank you for completing the Parents’ Questionnaires.
We have had record returns this year and whilst they are
broadly extremely positive, they also highlight areas we
can improve further which we will share with you once we
have collated all seven evenings’ responses.
The long established annual Governors’ Day took place
this term. It was another very worthwhile day looking
ahead at the school’s plans to continue to improve and
support students further. Whilst the Governors believe
that there are many strengths of the school, they
highlighted the following three as the areas of greatest
pride:
1. Teaching and learning – outcomes for students,
especially at GCSE, are very good.
2. Relationships between staff and students are very
positive and support learners well.
3. The support for students with barriers to their
learning is very strong.
The Governors believe that to further support and
accelerate students’ progress we should prioritise the
following areas going forward:
1. Sixth Form curriculum ensures all students make the
same progress as at GCSE.
2. Continue to support disadvantaged students to
make the same progress as their peers
3. Personal development and welfare remains a focus
to ensure students are happy and safe at Heber and
attend regularly.
Attendance matters: With the third
of the governors’ priorities in mind,
we have appointed the Heber’s first
ever
school
based
full-time
Education Welfare and Attendance
Officer (EWO). Mrs Langley (ZLa)
joined us in March having
previously worked as the Family
Support Manager at Alcester
Academy,
Warwickshire.
Mrs
Langley’s role is to promote
positive attendance across Bishop
Heber. Mrs Langley has a Post Graduate Certificate in
Childhood & Youth and is currently working towards a
Masters in Childhood and Youth Education.

Issue 90

We say goodbye to two colleagues this term.
Mrs Mellen (2004-2018) joined Bishop Heber almost 14
years ago and has been a dependable and valued
member of the D&T department. In her time at Heber Mrs
Mellen has worked as a food technician as well as within
the Art department and has also assisted with exam
invigilation. Mrs Mellen is a keen and successful
gardener and is leaving to concentrate on her home
garden nursery in Malpas. I’m sure this will include
making more of her fabulous chutneys and preserves.
She will be sorely missed by staff and students alike. We
wish her every success in her future endeavours!
Mrs Houlton (2011-2018) joined Bishop Heber as Library
and Learning Resource Manager from Upton High
School. Mrs Houlton has worked within the local authority
for a great number of years. She is a published author of
poetry and is retiring to concentrate on her writing. Mrs
Houlton is returning to the Wirral having been a valued
member of the Malpas community for many years where
she has supported the literary festivals as a judge. Mrs
Houlton has always encouraged students at the Heber to
embrace reading and strived to help them find joy in the
written word. We wish her every happiness in her
retirement.
Summer Term 2018 (important dates)
16.04.18
Students return to School (Week 2)
24.04.18
Year 7 Menai Trip - Parents’ Mtg. (SPH 7 p.m.)
27.04.18
Non-uniform Day (Friends of Heber)
01.05.18
07.05.18
14.05.18
24.05.18
25.05.18
25.05.18
25.05.18
25.05.18
25.05.18

Friends of Heber Mtg. (Conf Room 6.30 p.m.)
May Day (School closed)
GCSE/A-level external exams begin
Upper Sixth Leavers’ Assembly (MSH 6 p.m.)
Year 11 Celebration Assembly (SPH 1 p.m.)
Year 11 Exam Preparation Period
Upper Sixth Study Leave
Upper Sixth Leavers’ Ball (Chester Racecourse)
Half Term

04.06.18
05.06.18
06.06.18
13.06.18
21.06.18
25.06.18
27.06.18
29.06.18

Students return to School (Week 2)
Friends of Heber Mtg. (Conf Room 6.30 p.m.)
Year 7, 8 & 9 End of Year Examinations start
Lower Sixth HE Parents’ Mtg. (MSH 6 p.m.)
New Year 7 Languages Day
Lower Sixth End of Year Examinations start
Year 9 GCSE Parents’ Evening (SPH 6 p.m.)
Year 11 Prom (Carden Park)

02.07.18
Activity Week (Year 7-10)
02.07.18
Year 10/Lower Sixth - Work Experience Week
10.07.18
Sports Day (Queensway Stadium)
10.07.18
Sixth Form UCAS/Careers Day
11.07.18
Arts Celebration Evening (6 - 8 p.m.)
12.07.18
KS3 Sports Award Evening (SPH 6 p.m.)
17.07.18
Year 6 Intake Day and Evening (SPH 6 p.m.)
20.07.18
End of Summer Term/Year (12.25 p.m. finish)
Please visit our website for further information.
Follow us on @BishopHeberHS / @Heber_Head or
for sports fixture/updates @HeberSport
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Trips
Spanish Exchange
Our 25th consecutive Spanish Exchange came to
a successful end on Thursday 22nd March as we
said a sad farewell to our 29 Spanish friends from
Valdepeñas in Spain. This was the second leg of
the trip in this academic year as students from the
Heber welcomed friends who they had already
met in Spain back in October, 2017.
All in all another very successful exchange trip
was had by all and students have had a fantastic
opportunity to sharpen up their Spanish
conversational skills. Congratulations to all
students from the Heber who took part in what can
often be a very daunting but immensely rewarding
experience. Also an enormous thank you to
parents for their support and sharing their homes
for the duration and making our guests feel so
welcome.
An unseasonal cold snap of weather greeted our
Spanish friends and for the first time in many
years, a dusting of snow and sub-zero
temperatures dominated the beginning of the
week. Our guests enjoyed historical, cultural and
educational trips to Manchester, Liverpool,
Conwy and Chester. Time was also well spent
with Spanish students spending a morning in
school and having a look at how we like to do
things here at the Heber.

If you are interested in taking part in the 2018-2019
Spanish Exchange then look out for details after
the Spring Break in April when information letters
will be available from the Language College.
Muchas gracias.
Mr Blanchard
(Subject leader of Modern Foreign Languages)

Maritime Museum
Year 8 History students braved the cold to visit the
Merseyside Maritime Museum at the Albert Dock
in Liverpool.
The Students spent time exploring the
exhibitions on the Slave Trade and Titanic.

Mr Penlington (Joint Subject Leader of History)
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Salford Quays

Government and Politics

Year 10 Geography students recently enjoyed a
sunny, yet rather cold day carrying out fieldwork
in and around Salford Quays. The Students
collected primary data to investigate the impact of
regeneration on Salford focusing on the
environment.
They studied land use, variations in environmental
quality and differences in noise pollution around
the Quays. This was a great opportunity for the
Students to fulfil the fieldwork requirement in
preparation for their Paper 3 exam as well as put
into practice the skills they have learnt in the
classroom.
The students had a great day, made even better
by the rain staying away!

Ian Lucas (MP) Visit
Sixth form students have now completed their
discussions with politicians from different areas
of the political spectrum.
Following the Liberal Democrat Peer, Lord
Storey’s visit in October and Conservative MP
Antionette Sandbach’s visit in November,
students have now meet Wrexham Labour MP
Ian Lucas.

He provided a fascinating personal insight into his
own career that has seen him fight six elections,
winning five in a row since 2001 and experiencing
life in the Tony Blair and Gordon Brown
governments and then in shadow government
under Ed Milliband and his current place as a
Labour backbencher and member of the Culture,
Media and Sport Select Committee. Mr Lucas
then spoke to some Sixth Form students about
their ambitions for university. It was an excellent
and enjoyable experience enriching the Politics
curriculum for all concerned.

Mr Roberts
(Geography)

Mr Penlington
(Joint Subject Leader of History and Politics)
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Performing Arts

Success and Achievement

Heber Footlights

Cricket

On Tuesday 6th March 2018, we held our annual
concert of Performing Arts - Heber Footlights. This
year's performance featured a record number of
solo acts, all of whom had succesfully auditioned
from a field of over 50 initial hopefuls. The evening
also presented several ensembles including the
School Orchestra, Choir and our Year 10 dancers.
A large and appreciative audience enjoyed the
evening.

Jesus Christ Superstar
Applications are invited for roles in our November
production of this classic show. Information packs
are available from the Performing Arts
Department, with deadlines for returns of
expressions of interest set for Monday 23rd April.
Auditions will commence shortly afterwards.

Dane Tinsley (10KMr) who is one of our very
talented cricketers here at Heber has been
selected for North of England trials. These trials
will start in April at Old Trafford, Lancashire’s
home ground and then continue onto Ampleforth
in York. Getting to trials is, in itself, a massive
achievement as it is a tough selection process
seeing many counties in the North taking park
including Lancashire, Yorkshire and Derbyshire,
to name a few.
This is a fantastic achievement for Dane who has
been putting in lots of training time doing ‘winter
nets’ and is currently on Tier 1 of the Elite Player
Pathway (EPP) for Cheshire. This looks set to be
an amazing experience for Dane, he stands a
great chance of achieving success and we are
supporting him all the way.
Good Luck Dane!

National Youth Orchestra Selection
Morgan Tomlins (10JSy) has been selected to
play her cello in two National Youth Orchestra of
Great Britain Inspire Days in London.
This is a prestigious event with fierce competition
for limited places which on this occasion will be
filmed for the Sky Arts Channel. This year will see
the National Youth Orchestra of Los Angeles
joining forces with that of Great Britain to make
for some amazing performances. Morgan is
extremely excited to have been given such an
opportunity, we at Heber are excited for you,
immensely proud and we hope she enjoys every
minute of the experience.
Good luck Morgan!

Mr Ferrelly (Head of Performing Arts)
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Success and Achievement
Staden Family
Skiing Success
On Saturday 17th March 2018 Sam (12PMU),
Harriet (11KLo), George (9BPi) and Isaac (7NSt)
competed in the North West Ski Federation
Schools Championships at an extremely cold
Pendle dry slope in Lancashire.
Representing Heber they won the sixth form age
group and were 2nd overall out of all the North
West schools in all age groups. A great result
considering Isaac, George and Harriet were all
skiing up an age group as a sixth form team (The
age group is dictated by the oldest skier in the
team).

Sculling Success

At the end of January George also competed in
the British Schoolboys ski race held in Wengen,
Switzerland.
George came 8th and 9th in slalom races and
13th in Giant slalom.

George (9BPi) sculling for Royal's, Chester at the
Junior Sculling Head on 13th March. It was held at
Dorney Lake at Eton that was used for the London
Olympics.
They came 23rd out of 53 teams and was a good
result for the newly formed team.
Well Done!
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Success & Achievement

English News

Miranda selected to go to USA

Year 9 English students have been busy
preparing for individual presentations as part of
their GCSE English Language course. This is a
fantastic opportunity for students to talk about
something that is of special importance to them
and we have been impressed by the range of
topics and issues that have been shared. The
Students were also lucky enough to receive
excellent advice on how to prepare for speaking
to an audience from our link governor, Terry
Goulding, who has a professional background
in voiceover and radio. Good luck Year 9

After six successful years, the Sutton Trust is
continuing its flagship US programme to give
bright, state school students a taste of life at an
American university. The programme, delivered
in partnership with the US-UK Fulbright Commission, is centred on a one week summer school in
the US with introductory events and application
support in the UK before and after. The
programme provides participants with a wide
range of activities to help them make the right
decisions about American higher education.
We were recently given the fantastic news that
one of our students, Miranda Hopkins, (12KBe),
was one of the 175 finalists who has been invited
to the Introductory and Finalist Residential. The
residential will take place in London from the 5th –
8th April. This is a huge achievement for Miranda
who was up against stiff competition for selection
with the programme being seven times
oversubscribed, with over 1,000 applications from
eligible students. With high quality applications
the Trust told us they were ‘thoroughly impressed’
with Miranda’s application.
We want to congratulate Miranda on her selection
and wish her all the best on her trip to London and
hope she finds the residential a great learning
experience.

Mrs McWilliams (Joint subject leader of English)

Exams
.
Please can I take this opportunity to remind you
that students need the correct equipment for
lessons and exams - black pens
(an examination requirement), ruler, pencils,
calculator (for Maths and Science) and spares.
The school's focus on feedback and student's
response to it also requires them to have a
green pen, high lighters and glue stick.
Many thanks for your support.

Charity

The 2018 Spring Term Non-uniform Day in aid
of Sport Relief on Friday 23rd March raised a
fantastic £1,105.64 (and rising) with cake
sales, sponsored events and non-uniform
contributions from students.
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Duke of Edinburgh

Local Events
Alice In Wonderland Production
Whitchurch is very lucky to have been selected
as one of the 16 venues to host such a large scale
event run by a professional production company.
Whitchurch was highlighted as a venue of choice
by the late Keith Chegwin, whom we are still
indebted to for helping us to make this pantomime
happen.

After Spring Break the expeditions get into full
swing.
Year 9 and lower sixth students are reminded that:
Expedition Training – This will take place in
the School Hall on:
Wednesday 18th April 2018 - 3.30 p.m. - 5 p.m.
Wednesday 25th April 2018 - 3.30 p.m. – 5 p.m.
Wednesday 2nd May 2018 - 3.30 p.m. – 5 p.m.
Wednesday 9th May 2018 - 3.30 p.m. – 5 p.m.
Parents Meeting – 9th May 2018* 5 p.m. to 5.30
p.m. in the Main School Hall
*(all students and one parent/carer must
attend)

Bronze

and

Gold

Practice

Expedition

Bickerton Hills:
Saturday 19th / Sunday 20th May 2018 overnight
& all day, both days
The expedition will start and finish at Heber
detailed information will be given out at the
parents evening
Gold Full Practice Expedition
Lake District:
Friday 8th / Monday 11th June 2018

We hope that if this first event is a success there
will be a week-long pantomime performance
brought to us by the same production company
over the Christmas holidays.

Mr K Roberts
(D of E coordinator)
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Sport

Football

Netball

Boys Football

Year 7 A Team competed in the recent Chester
and District netball Championships on a freezing
day at Kings School. The squad performed
extremely well beating Queens and Catholic High
School and narrowly losing to Christleton. Heber
finished 3rd out of 9 teams. A fabulous result in
their first year of competitive netball.

Congratulations to the Year 8 boys football team
who reached the Chester and District 11 a-side
final this year. They narrowly lost to Christleton
2-0 in a very competitive game.

Girls Football
Year 8 B Team came runners-up in their Chester
and District Netball Tournament held at Bishop
Heber.

Well Done to the U13 Girls football team who beat
Great Sankey this week to reach the Cheshire
County Final after Easter.
They also got to the last 16 of the National Cup
losing out to the eventual winners of the
competition.

Fantastic success for Year 11 team. They were
Silver medallists in Chester and District
tournament.
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Sport

Wheelchair Awareness Day

Congratulations to the U14 girls who won the
Chester and District 7 a-side tournament and
reached the semi-final of the County Cup.

Heber staff and students in Yr 7 and 9 had a
fantastic opportunity to work with Go kids Go
developing their wheelchair awareness through
sports related activities. The activities included
wheelchair basketball, dance and dodgeball
highlighting the fact that disability holds no barriers
to participation in sport.

The U16 side went one better in the County 7
a-side competition losing out in the final to
Wilmslow on penalties.

Hockey
Congratulations to the year 7 girls who entered
their first hockey tournament held at Kings school
and finished up Chester and District winners and
undefeated all evening.

Mr Lindley (Subject Leader Physical Education)

RESPECT • OPPORTUNITY • ACHIEVEMENT

Page 10 of 12

RESPECT • OPPORTUNITY • ACHIEVEMENT

Page 11 of 12

RESPECT • OPPORTUNITY • ACHIEVEMENT

Page 12 of 12

Free School Meals
Did you know that by registering for Free School Meals your
child not only has the opportunity to enjoy a free school meal
but they could also be entitled to a substantial reduction in
the cost of some educational visits and after School activities?
The School also benefits from additional funding for children
who are registered for free School meals or who have been
registered in the past 6 years. The funding gives every
student in the schooling system the same opportunities to
succeed. Additional support mechanisms at Bishop Heber
include intervention classes along with financial support for
educational visits and activities.

Request from the Main School Office
Your help with the following would be appreciated:-

Am I eligible for Free School Meals?
Lost property:

● If as parents/guardians/carers you receive one of the
following, you may be able to claim for Free School Meals:

● Please ensure all items of School clothing and
equipment is clearly named/labelled.

● Income support (IS)
● Income Based Jobseekers Allowance (IBJSA)

Equipment:

● Please ensure your child comes to School with the
correct equipment for the day. Please do not allow
students to bring any items of valuein to School as we
cannot accept responsibility for any loss or damage.

Money Matters

● Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
(ESA(IR)
● Support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act
1999
● Child Tax Credit (but not Working Tax Credit) and have
an annual income (as assessed by Her Majesty’s
Revenue and Customs) that does not exceed £16,190
● The Guarantee element of State Pension Credit
Free School Meals Helpline - 0300 123 7039
Free School Meals Information https://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/.../schoolmeals.aspx

Secure Online Payments

The free School meals team can assess your claim over the
Did you know that Bishop Heber High School offers a secure phone using an eligibility checker to confirm entitlement.
online payment system allowing parents to make payments
for School meals or School visits fees by credit or debit card?

Road Safety

Tucasi is available at http://scopay.com/bishopheber and
there is also a link through our School website. Transactions
are carried out using the highest security. The system
enables parents to pay for cashless catering, School visits
and activities at a convenient time without the need to send
cash or cheques into School. Parents can log into their own
secure pages to see a list of items available to their child and
Tucasi even keeps a history of all past payments made. If
you need a reminder of you logon details, please email Mrs
Williams in the Finance Office.
finance@bishopheber.cheshire.sch.uk

It has been noted that some vehicles are using the 6th
Form access gate to drop off students in the mornings.
This has raised Health and Safety concerns:
• Vehicles are entering pedestrian areas to turn round in
• Vehicles are in excess of the 5 mph speed limit
• Vehicles trying to get out are holding up vehicles trying
, to get in causing congestion on an already busy road
To elevate this problem and to reduce the risk to staff and
students we have decided to make this a staff only access
gate from 8 a.m. - 9 a.m. and an exit gate from 3.45 p.m. 4.30 p.m. After this time it will be open for leisure centre
uses only.
Thank you for your cooperation.
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