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Headteacher’s Editorial: 
As we reflect back on 2018 it has been quite an 
astonishing and wonderful year, whichever way you care 
to look at it! It is fabulous to hear that so many students 
who left for university from our Sixth Form in the summer 
have settled in so well.  Similarly, our new students in 
both the Sixth Form and Year 7 have made an enormous 
contribution to Heber life already.  The popularity of our 
Open Evenings this term has been overwhelming, it is 
humbling that so many families want to consider Heber 
as their school of choice for their child/ren. 
Following the CATH Harvest Assembly the School held 

its traditional whole School 
Remembrance Assembly in November 
which was especially poignant being the 
centenary anniversary year of the 

ending of World War One.  Again, the students and staff 
were very generous this year in donating £1,162 for the 
Royal British Legion’s Poppy Appeal. Thank you! 

The Trustees met in late June and distributed the 
Enrichment Trust Funds to the following areas: 

Art – Artist workshop   £1,000 
Geography – Replace field equipment £195 
History – Learning resources  £170 
Languages – Entry to Spelling Bee £200 
Maths – Learning resources  £1,200 
Pastoral – Making of Reginald Teddy £80 
Politics - Access to Politics review £40 
Science – Naturewatch science project £150 
Cadets – MTA enable kit  £347 
Total     £3,382 

At present there is £10,000 held in the Trust Fund for a 
further round of bidding in the New Year. 

The 2018 Heber Charities chosen by the students were: 
Save the Family     (Local Charity) 
Severn Hospice            (National Charity) 
Children on the Edge    (International Charity) 

This year we will be able to donate a total of £3,330 to 
our Heber Charities. Each charity will be presented with a 
cheque for £1,110. The 2018/19 School Council has 
agreed the three charities for 2019 will be: 
Joshua Tree Children’s Cancer Charity      (Local Charity) 
Suzy Lamplugh Trust                       (National Charity) 
Orangutan Land Trust                (International Charity) 

Public Notice: Bishop Heber High School is consulting 
on its proposed admission arrangements for the 
academic year 2020-2021. The consultation started on 
6th November 2018 and runs until 31st December 2018. 
The Governing Body of the school are clarifying the 
school’s catchment area as well as consulting on 
changing the school’s oversubscription criteria. Further 
details at: www.bishopheber.cheshire.sch.uk/admissions    
 

One of the many highlights of this 
great year at Heber was this 
term’s fabulous four-night sell out 
performances of our school 
production of Jesus Christ 
Superstar. On behalf of everyone 
who attended I’d like to say, ‘Well 
done!’ to each of my colleagues 
as well as all the musicians, cast 
and crew for such a spectacle. 
They should be very proud!  The 
task of selecting what will be the 
school’s next production will be decided by Mr Ferrelly 
and Mrs Cawley and it will announced in 2019 in the 
Spring Newsletter. 
Looking ahead, I would also like to highlight our bi-annual 
Careers Convention on Wednesday 13th March 6 - 8 
p.m.  Carden Park are kindly sponsoring this event again 
and we are very grateful for their continued support. 
We also say goodbye to two colleagues this week. 

Miss L Abberley (2018) joined Bishop Heber 12 months 
ago in January 2018 as Teacher of Design Technology. 
Unfortunately, the daily 100 mile round journey has 
become unsustainable and we wish Miss Abberley all the 
best in securing a teaching post nearer to home in 2019. 
Mrs. S Howarth (2008-2018) joined Bishop Heber over 
10 years ago, in January 2008. as our new Educational 
Needs Co-ordinator (ENCo). Students, parents and staff 
alike will all miss Mrs Howarth enormously. The expertise 
that she has developed over the decade she has been at 
Heber has been invaluable and will be very difficult to 
replace in the short-term. That said, we wish her every 
success in her new promoted post as Vice Principal of 
Cloughwood Academy in Northwich. Our loss is certainly 
their gain. 
Finally, on behalf of all the Governors and staff at Heber, 
have a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
Academic Year 2018-19 (important dates) 
07.01.19  Students return to School (Week 1)  
08.01.19  Friends of Heber Mtg. (Conf Room 7 p.m.)  
10.01.19  Year 8 Parents’ Eve (SPH 4.15 - 7.15 p.m.)  
14.01.19 Year 11 GCSE Mock Examinations start 
24.01.19  Year 7 Parents’ Eve (SPH 4.15 – 7.15 p.m.)  
05.02.19  Friends of Heber Mtg. (Conf Room 6.30 p.m.)  
07.02.19  Year 9 Options Evening (SPH 6 p.m.)  
11.02.19  Lower/Upper Sixth Mock Examinations start  
14.02.19  Year 11 Learning Conference 
15.02.19 Close for Half-term (3.30 p.m.) 
18.02.19  Half Term  
25.02.19 Students return to School (Week 1)  
27.02.19  Year 10 GCSE Mock Examinations start  

Please visit our website for further information. 
Follow us on @BishopHeberHS / @Heber_Head or 

for sports fixture/updates @HeberSport 

http://www.bishopheber.cheshire.sch.uk/
http://www.bishopheber.cheshire.sch.uk/admissions
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The Foyle Young Poets of the Year 2018

Naomi Rae was selected from nearly 6,000 entrants and
11,000 poems this year from across the world, an amazing
and impressive achievement.
We would like to extend our congratulations to Bishop
Heaver School, your English department and any other
members of staff who have helped inspire, develop and
nurture all of the winning student’s poetic talent.
The Foyle Young Poets of the Year Award is for poets aged
11-17. Since it began 20 years ago the Award has kick-
started the career of some of today’s most exciting new
voices. It is the largest competition of its kind and is free to
enter. Each year 100 winners (85 Commendations and 15
Overall Winners) are selected by a team of high profile
judges. The top 15 winners’ poems are published (March
2019) in an anthology with a print run of 24,500 and the
commended poems are published (March 2019) in an online
anthology.
The Foyle Young Poets of the Year Award 2019 launches
in March 2019 with the publication of the winners’
anthology, which we will send you copies of as soon as it is
published.

Once again, huge congratulations! With such an enormous
number of entries this year winning really is a phenomenal
achievement. I hope this will inspire all of your students to
keep reading and writing poetry.

Chester Aid to the Homeless
For Christmas this year Alfie Hughes (8CTy) and his family
are doing things a little differently and are putting together
rucksacks that they will be filling with useful (and warm) items
to distribute amongst homeless people currently living in
Chester. We have liaised with Chester Aid to The Homeless
(cath.org.uk) a charity that has been helping homeless in
Chester since 1972 and is one of the few facilities that offers
a day centre.
They have been absolutely overwhelmed by the generosity
of extended family and friends who have been making
contributions and the fund currently stands at over £2000!
They initially aimed to fill 10-15 backpacks, and are now
able to fill 70! We would like to extend our congratuations
to the Hughes family for their fantastic work.

Poppy Display

Each student in Years 7, 8 and 9 at Bishop Heber High
School has designed and produced a poppy as part of the
‘Malpas 100 Years On’ to commemorate World War 1.  This
year marks 100 years since the end of the First World War
and students have used their poppies to produce a display
on the grass in front of the school entrance.  Students in
KS4 and Sixth Form have each written a personal message
on a British Legion cross. The poppies are made of red and
black perspex, with copper wire stems and were produced
in Design and Technology lessons.  In the centre of each
poppy is the name of a local soldier who died in one of the
World Wars.
As a mark of respect each student will walk past the
installation after an Assembly of Remembrance and will be
encouraged to remember those who fought and died in the
War.
Poppies are on sale from 12th November for a minimum
donation of £3 at the school Finance Office and proceeds
will be donated to The Royal British Legion.  Agden Parish
Council has generously donated £250 towards the project
and Whitchurch Heritage Centre contributed their time and
expertise to research the names of local soldiers who gave
their lives in the wars.
In addition to the installation at school, students in the Art
Department have worked on a panel which is displayed
below the alter at St Oswald’s Church and students in Years
7 – 10 have made large poppies which will be displayed in
Malpas Jubilee Hall.
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Chester Race Company and
Bishop Heber
Both Chester Race Company and Bishop Heber High
School were pleased to launch their joint education pro-
gramme in November.  As one of the major employers in
Chester with almost 1,000 full time jobs and driving com-
mercial revenue, employment and footfall to the city of
Chester and local surrounding areas, it has been the pledge
of the Race Company to develop ways to support local
groups and engage with a wider network within the commu-
nity.
To give students an insight into the world of work a pro-
gramme of activities has been developed with Chester
Race Company.  Within the company, as well as jobs in all
the business functional areas, such as Marketing, Finance,
Human Resource Management, IT, Operations Manage-
ment and  Hospitality, the company also has an apprentice-
ship division called Horseradish, which provide ‘in house’
catering services  and also offers catering services through-
out the country.  The company also has a range of restau-
rants and pubs within the group offering much potential for
students interested in all areas of employment.
To give students a realistic idea of the many jobs within the
industry, all students at Bishop Heber High School will take
part in various activities to broaden their understanding of
apprenticeships and employment opportunities.  In Novem-
ber, all students in Year 9 took part in a one day Enterprise
Activity challenge, delivered by the Marketing Manager,
Stephanie Hughes and her team.  Tasks included brain-
storming ideas for new marketing methods for the Race
Company and planning and presenting them in their groups
to a full audience in the Main School Hall.
Sixth Form students were involved with a programme of
events which included the recruitment process and inter-
view skill techniques.  This was led by Mark Wilcockson,
Head of HR.  In addition students were given information
about Work Experience placements and part-time work
opportunities.  Mark has also recently presented to Year 11
students, information on apprenticeship schemes, explain-
ing the concept of apprenticeships and the opportunities
which the Race Company offer.

During Activity Week, Year 8 will visit Chester Race Compa-
ny, where they will complete numeracy and literacy tasks
and a full tour of the site to help them understand the
planning and logistics of organising events.  Year 7 will
have an introductory talk in March delivered by Jeannie
Chantler, Manager of Bangor-on-Dee Racecourse and
Year 10 will be involved with a one-day training session in
Activity Week, focusing on Human Resources and career
planning.

Chester Race Company Chief Executive, Richard Thomas,
said: “We are pleased to be able to bring to fruition the next
phase of our corporate social responsibility strategy through
the delivery of this special programme.  I would like to thank
Headteacher David Curry and Bishop Heber High School
for allowing us to engage with pupils in this new project.  We
hope the programme will prove engaging for those who take
part and that we provide some prospective opportunities for
those making decisions as they near the end of their school
careers.”

Headteacher, Mr. Curry said: “We were thrilled to be ap-
proached by Chester Race Company with the opportunity to
work collaboratively in delivering a bespoke programme of
enrichment for our student body.  The programme will pro-
vide our students with the opportunity to think about their
options as they progress through their school career and
open their eyes to the diverse world of work once
they leave.”
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Year 7’s Trip to Liverpool
Earlier this term, all of Year 7 went on a school trip; our first
school trip since starting at Bishop Heber. We travelled by
coach to Liverpool and Runcorn to visit two different places
of worship. Band A spent it at Wat Phra Singh, Buddhist
temple whilst Band B started the day off in the Catholic
Cathedral.
During their time at the Buddhist temple students learned
more about Buddhism and learned some words in Thai.
Students were fortunate enough hear a monk chant and also
take part in a short meditation session, which was extremely
relaxing.
When you entered the cathedral, towering above our heads,
was a beautiful stained glass window; these are there to
show stories from the Bible (The Bible is the holy book for
Christians and is read during Mass by the priest) and to show
people from other religions what they believe. In the
Cathedral, there was lots to see as we walked around: a
statue of Mary and Jesus when Jesus was a young boy was
one particular highlight. Amazingly, they still have a coffin in
which one man was asked to be buried in and is still there
to this day. The cathedral was huge and the best views were
from the sides so you could see everything in it.
It was a busy day but a really interesting one. Thank you to
the R.E. department for organising such an informative trip
and being brave enough to take all of Year 7 out of school
en masse.

Mr. J. Ridley (Assistant Head of Year 7)

Robot Lunch Club

Mr. P. Slater

Trips
Homework Hub
Congratulations to Luke Beazley (7CHe) and Alex Pajak
(8BnT) for being the lucky winners of the Homework Hub
raffle prize. They received their Halloween sweets and
Chocolate at the end of half term. If you would like a chance
to win the Christmas raffle prize of a tub of Celebrations then
come along to Homework Hub, Monday to Thursday, 3.30
till 4.30p.m in IT1. A raffle ticket is given for each session
attended.

Mrs. J Jones

Year 13 success in the British Physics
Olympiad (BPhO) 2018

The BPhO is regarded as one of the most challenging tests
sat by students and it often sat by students in the
independent schooling system.

Tribute is to be paid to the year 13 A Level Physics group
who undertook the highly stimulating British Physics
Olympiad challenge on the 16th November whereby they had
to apply their physics and maths experience in solving taxing
problems. From the group, Andrew Sweetnam and Richard
Morgan were entered for the next round where only 2000
students nationally sat the highly challenging exam. Andrew
achieved a silver award (the top 25%) and Richard achieved
a commendation award. Well done!

Mr. M. Taylor

Clubs
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Ultimate Frisbee
Two teams went to the Ultimate Frisbee National Junior
Women’s Indoor championships in Kettering. The U14s team
managed to beat a couple of teams despite none of the girls
having more than three months experience of playing and
so finished 4th; while out U20s team finished 3rd despite most
of them being year 9-11 students. The U20s team also won
the ‘Spirit of the Game’ trophy awarded to the most spirited
team in the division.
Well done girls

Under 20s Ellen Martin, Oli Hamer, Anna Williamson,
Georgie Jones, Katie Sweetnam, Jess Larkum, Hannah
Bowler, Nya Spry

Under 14s Abi Bowler, Mila McCann, Scarlett Lowe, Freya
Denny, Anna Gibson, Mya James

Mr. K. Lowe

Netball
Years 9, 10, 11 and Sixth Form Netball Training sessions
have taken a new turn this season with boys being invited
along to play against the girls. Men’s netball is the 2nd most
popular sport in New Zealand with numbers of those playing
only just falling short of rugby. We knew that the boys, with
their basketball skills would be quick to pick up netball.
Matches of 7 minutes with quick changes meant that as
many students as possible have been able to participate this
term. The boys brought pace and strength to the matches
with the girls matching them with technique and match
experience. All the girls agreed that playing the boys
improved their level of performance and so we can look
forward to more competitive matches like this next term,
especially in our build up to going on tour.
Thank you boys for providing such great opposition and good
match practice this half term.

Mrs. L. Robinson

 

Barbados Netball Trip
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Football
The Year 7 football teams have had a fantastic first half of
the season with fantastic success on a number of fronts with
both the A and B teams reaching round 5 of the National Cup
this year. The B team finished runners up in the District 7 a
side and the A team won both the District 5 a side and 7 a
side competitions where they now go forward to represent
Chester in the County competitions.

The Year 8 football have also had an excellent start to the
year with the A team narrowly losing out 2-1 after extra time
in round 5 of the national cup. The B team reached round 4
beating some good times on the way. Like Year 7, the Year
8 team followed suit winning the district 7 a side this month
beating Kings in the final to become champions.

Not to be out done by their younger year groups Yr 9 also
won the District 7 a side this year beating Blacon in the final
to give Key stage 3 the treble!!!!

Girls Football
Continuing their success from last year the girls U14 side
have become District 7 a side champions this term,
remaining undefeated all night and not conceding a goal.
The U15 side have also had a great start to the season
reaching the last 32 of the National Cup where they face
Maricourt, Liverpool after Christmas.

Rugby

The Year 7, 8 and 9 have had a good start to the season
with some excellent performances against strong opposition
over the last term and are showing great promise looking
ahead. I would like to say a huge thank you to the parents
and staff at the school plus both Whitchurch and Wrexham
Rugby clubs who have fully supported our very busy
schedule to ensure we could fulfil our Saturday’s fixture card.
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Hockey
Juliet Gordon (8CTy) has been playing for Deeside Ramblers
Hockey Club U14 Squad in the Girls England Hockey
Championships.  Juliet has recently attended trials at Wirral
and West Cheshire Junior Academy and has just learned
that she has been selected to play for Cheshire.
Congratulations Juliet - a fantastic achievement especially
as you are still a year young.

Mrs. L. Robinson

Synchronised Ice Skating

In Cardiff today, Deeside Angels Scarlett Lowe (7C&F)
finished 3rd out of 7 teams to win Bronze in the Elementary
division at the Welsh Championships and Deeside Deelites
Alice Whatmough (9SMc) won Gold in the Preliminary
division to retain their title!

Careers Convention 2019
Year 9 – Year 13 students and their parents welcome
Exhibitors attending:
Universities
Colleges of Further Education
Apprenticeship Training Providers
Gap Year organisations
Army, Police, Royal Air Force, Royal Navy
plus … A – Z of jobs with many business organisations
represented

Parents!
If any parents are able to attend to give advice in their career
area, we would be delighted to hear from you.  Please
contact Mrs Griffith via the Main School Office.

Sponsor for the event: Carden Park Hotel

Education Program

Congratulation to Mrs Harris and Mr Kelly on their successful
application to MBNA’s Inspiring Education Programme.  We
have been informed this week that our application has been
successful and that Cheshire Community Foundation would
like to offer us a grant of £8,355.60 to support our project to
create a Photography Afterschool Club. This club will introduce
the basics of photography to Year 9 students and aiming to
make each and every student comfortable with a camera in
any given situation that they may be faced with. They would
like to be able to make the students consider photography as
a pathway in the future. At its core, this club is all about
allowing students to access one of the more inaccessible
pathways of Art and Design and one that the Heber Art
Department are very passionate about, in the hope of passing
that enthusiasm and confidence in this area on to the
students. The grant will pay for staff, training, accreditation,
equipment and materials.
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Request from the Main School Office

Your help with the following would be appreciated:-

Lost property:

Equipment:

● Please ensure all items of School clothing and
equipment is clearly named/labelled.

● Please ensure your child comes to School with the
correct equipment for the day. Please do not allow
students to bring any items of valuein to School as we
cannot accept responsibility for any loss or damage.

Money Matters

Free School Meals

Did you know that by registering for Free School Meals your
child not only has the opportunity to enjoy a free school meal
but they could also be entitled to a substantial reduction in
the cost of some educational visits and after School activities?

The School also benefits from additional funding for children
who are registered for free School meals or who have been
registered in the past 6 years. The funding gives every
student in the schooling system the same opportunities to
succeed. Additional support mechanisms at Bishop Heber
include intervention classes along with financial support for
educational visits and activities.

Am I eligible for Free School Meals?
● If as parents/guardians/carers you receive one of the

following, you may be able to claim for Free School Meals:

● Income support (IS)

● Income Based Jobseekers Allowance (IBJSA)

● Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
(ESA(IR)

● Support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act
1999

● Child Tax Credit (but not Working Tax Credit) and have
an annual income (as assessed by Her Majesty’s
Revenue and Customs) that does not exceed £16,190

● The Guarantee element of State Pension Credit

Free School Meals Helpline - 0300 123 7039

Free School Meals Information -

https://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/.../school-
meals.aspx

The free School meals team can assess your claim over the
phone using an eligibility checker to confirm entitlement.
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Road Safety
It has been noted that some vehicles are using the 6th

Form access gate to drop off students in the mornings.
This has raised Health and Safety concerns:
• Vehicles are entering pedestrian areas to turn round in
• Vehicles are in excess of the 5 mph speed limit
• Vehicles trying to get out are holding up vehicles trying
, to get in causing congestion on an already busy road

To elevate this problem and to reduce the risk to staff and
students we have decided to make this a staff only access
gate from 8 a.m. - 9 a.m. and an exit gate from 3.45 p.m. -
4.30 p.m. After this time it will be open for leisure centre
uses only.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Secure Online Payments

Did you know that Bishop Heber High School offers a secure
online payment system allowing parents to make payments
for School meals or School visits fees by credit or debit card?

Tucasi is available at http://scopay.com/bishopheber and
there is also a link through our School website. Transactions
are carried out using the highest security. The system
enables parents to pay for cashless catering, School visits
and activities at a convenient time without the need to send
cash or cheques into School. Parents can log into their own
secure pages to see a list of items available to their child and
Tucasi even keeps a history of all past payments made. If
you need a reminder of you logon details, please email Mrs
Williams in the Finance Office.
finance@bishopheber.cheshire.sch.ik

Please note, when making online payments please ensure
the “continue” button is clicked to fully complete the
transaction.  Successful transactions are issued with an
email from each of Worldpay and Scopay.

If the “continue” button is not clicked only one email from
Worldpay will be received, the bank account will be debited,
however the payment will not be sent through to the students
account. If this occurs, please contact Mrs Williams in the
Finance Office to report the issue -
finance@bishopheber.cheshire.sch.uk

mailto:finance@bishopheber.cheshire.sch.uk
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