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Headteacher’s Editorial: 
2017 has been a wonderful year in so so many ways… 
The excellent exam results achieved in the summer 
represented, for many staff and students, years of hard 
work and commitment. The new academic year started 
as we left off – always looking to build on the successes 
of the year before. This Autumn Term is traditionally the 
longest term in the School’s calendar and is always 
packed with activity in and outside the classroom. This 
edition of the Heber Highlights is another reflection of the 
talent that Heber has throughout the School. 

Following the Harvest Assembly in 
October, the School held its traditional 
whole School Remembrance Assembly 
on 9th November.  Again, the students 
and staff were very generous this year 
in donating £476.78 for the Royal 
British Legion’s Poppy Appeal.  

The Trustees met in late October and distributed the 
Enrichment Trust Funds to the following areas: 

Business Studies - sound equipment £150 
Design & Technology - brazing hearth £1,020 
History Library    £330 
History Club – resources  £100 
Maths – resources   £360 
Performing Arts Projector  £2,000 
Politics - resources/subscriptions £220 
Social Science - online resources £80 
School Council    £2,000 
Total     £6,260 

At present there is £6,500 held in the Trust Fund for a 
further round of bidding in the New Year. 
The 2017 Heber Charities chosen by the students were: 
Mersey Kidney First    (Local Charity) 
Young Minds                    (National Charity) 
Hope for Children        (International Charity) 
This year we will be able to donate a total of £3,000 to 
our Heber Charities. Each charity will be presented with 
their cheques for £1,000. The 2017/18 School Council 
has agreed the three charities for 2018 will be: 
Save the Family     (Local Charity) 
Severn Hospice            (National Charity) 
Children on the Edge    (International Charity) 

One of the highlights of this great year 
at Heber was the extraordinary 
production of Les Misérables. The four-
night sell out performances were 
sensational.   On behalf of everyone 
that attended I’d like to say (again) 
‘Well done!’ to all my colleagues as 
well as the musicians, cast and crew.  
We now have the task of selecting 
what will be the school’s next production.  Mr Ferrelly and 
Mrs Crawley will announce the title of next year’s 2018 
School production in the Spring Newsletter. 

We also say goodbye to a colleague at the end of this 
term. 
Mr. D Holland (2017) joined Bishop Heber twelve 
months ago in January 2017 as Teacher of Business 
Studies and Economics and quickly moved into the 
position of Subject Leader of Economics. He brought with 
him years of teaching experience from his time working 
for Exeter F.E. College and Axe Valley Community 
College.  Mr Holland has proved to be a well-organised 
and highly effective teacher who produced excellent 
resources for his students. He shared his expertise and 
time selflessly with his colleagues and students alike. He 
has had a very positive relationship with his students at 
the Heber, successfully teaching A-level Economics and 
BTEC Business classes. We wish him every success in 
his new post as Faculty Leader for Business Studies & 
Economics at Cherwell School, Oxford.  
Public Notice: Bishop Heber High School is consulting 
on its proposed admission arrangements for the 
academic year 2019-2020. The consultation is from 6th 
December 2017 until 31st January 2018. The Governing 
Body of the school are consulting on removing Huxley CE 
Primary School from the school’s Admission Criteria as a 
named partner primary school. Further details are on our 
website: http://www.bishopheber.cheshire.sch.uk  
Finally, on behalf of all the Governors and staff at Heber, 
have a very merry Christmas and a happy New Year. 
Academic Year 2017-18 (important dates) 
Spring Term 2018 
08.01.18  Students return to School (Week 1)  
09.01.18  Friends of Heber Mtg. (Conf Room 6.30 p.m.)  
11.01.18  Year 8 Parents’ Eve (SPH 4.15 - 7.15 p.m.)  
16.01.18 Year 11 GCSE Mock Examinations start 
25.01.18  Year 7 Parents’ Eve (SPH 4.15 – 7.15 p.m.)  
07.02.18  Friends of Heber Mtg. (Conf Room 6.30 p.m.)  
08.02.18  Year 9 Options Evening (SPH 6 p.m.)  
12.02.18  Lower/Upper Sixth Mock Examinations start  
15.02.18  Year 11 Learning Conference (Sixth Form Centre) 
19.02.18  Half Term  
26.02.18  INSET CPD (Day 3) Staff only  
27.02.18 Students return to School (Week 1)  
27.02.18 ATC Civilian Mtg (Conf Room 7.15 - 8.30 p.m.) 
28.02.18  Year 10 GCSE Mock Examinations start  
01.03.18  Year 11 Parents’ Eve (SPH 4.15 - 7.15 p.m.)  
06.03.18  Friends of Heber Mtg. (Conf Room 6.30 p.m.)  
06.03.18  Performing Arts Concert (MSH 7.00- 9.00 p.m) 
12/13.03.18 Year 10 Science Mock Exams (tbc) 
22.03.18  Lower Sixth Parents’ Eve (SPH 4.15 -7.15 p.m)) 
23.03.18 Non-uniform Day (Sport Relief) tbc 
28.03.18  Year 10 Parents’ Eve (SPH 4.15 -7.15 p.m.) 
29.03.18  End of Spring Term (12.25 p.m. finish) 

Please visit our website for further information. 
Follow us on @BishopHeberHS / @Heber_Head or 
for sports fixture/updates @HeberSport  

http://www.bishopheber.cheshire.sch.uk/
http://www.bishopheber.cheshire.sch.uk/
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A-Level Art Residential Weekend

This year, during a weekend in October a handful
of sixth form students were offered the opportunity
to go on an art trip to Menai where we produced
work to be included in our A-Level portfolio. The
theme was ‘Inside/Outside’. There were three
artists who were very talented and ran three
workshops to students from a variety of schools
from the North West. One workshop focused on
the structure of buildings picking out certain
shapes and creating delicate drawings and
paintings.  Another group involved making masks
of their faces, using the material used for dental
moulds!  And in Miss Harris’ group we focused on
‘Ghost Architecture’ which is when a building
leaves traces of its architectural imprint on another
building. We replicated this using plaster and each
one was completely different as we used wood
offcuts and anything else to stamp or leave in the
plaster to create architectural traces. We used
scrap pieces of card to create cross sections of a
building. The weekend was finished with an
exhibition of everyone’s work and it was amazing
to see how much everyone had completed that
weekend. Everyone thoroughly enjoyed the
weekend and the work they produced.
Abi Studley (12CWm)
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Imperial War Museum Manchester

Year 9 History Trip

This year we visited the Imperial War Museum in
Manchester for our history trip. We witnessed
real-life accounts of those who served in the  army,
navy and air force. We also learnt about the lives
of those who remained behind to help at home.
Many women farmed the land and worked in the
munition factories instead of men who were
fighting overseas.
In the workshop we were able to look at, and even
touch, artefacts from the 20th century. One of the
many fascinating objects included a 1939 copy of
Hitler's Mein Kampf. We considered the impact of
life in Nazi Germany on Jews, women, leaders and
camp guards and in groups we gave presentations
based on what we had learnt.
The museum and the workshop we were able to
attend was incredibly informative and we learnt a
lot in a short space of time.

Amelie Morris (9ESm), Caitlin Spence (9ESm),

Magistrates Day

Year 9 students benefited from Magistrates Day
which involved guest speaker Magistrates who
gave presentations regarding their work and how
the legal system in this country operates.
Students were encouraged to wear business
dress and participated in question and answer
sessions after each presentation.   Finally, they
took part in a Mock Trial which gave them the
opportunity to consider information covered
earlier in the day and apply it to the trial.

Ethan Evans (9BPi), Matilda Walker (9BPi),
Sam Matthews (9HCo), Kinga Molenda (9PnH),
Joshua Weaver-Parkinson (9PnH). (left to right)
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Sixth Form Government and
Politics
Year 12 and 13 Government and Politics students
got the privilege of meeting local MP Antoinette
Sandbach in November, who came into school to
field questions from both exam classes. Miss
Harris also arranged for the Year 11 Aim Higher
students to have a questioning and answering
session with Antoinette, where she talked about
her career in politics. The experience was very
rewarding and inspiring to the students and it has
helped bring the politics course to life, as
Antoinette has been able to give real insight into
the workings of Parliament. This, together with the
earlier visit of Lord Storey in October has greatly
benefited the students understanding of the
course, and it has also come as an excellent
prelude to our day trip to Parliament in the New
Year.

Mr Penlington

Lessons from Auschwitz

"On the 2nd of November, we went with Mr
Penlington to Auschwitz as part of the Holocaust
Educational Trusts ‘’Lessons from Auschwitz’’
programme. The day began with a visit to the
ruins of what once stood as a great synagogue
for the Jewish community in the surrounding area,
that was torn down by the Nazis. We then
proceeded to Auschwitz Concentration Camp,
where we toured the prison camp buildings and
saw what was left of the victims, such as piles of
shoes, spectacles and human hair. This was a
very eerie experience as it really brought the loss
of human life into context. In the second half of
the day we visited Birkenau, the area of
Auschwitz where the Jews were gassed. This
brought the horrific reality of the holocaust to us
as we were told how Jewish men, women and
children were taken train by train to their deaths.
The end of the trip was a memorial service in
Berkenau, led by a Rabbi. This was a very
important part of the trip as he preached about
the importance of passing on and conveying the
message of the holocaust to future generations
and for us to tell people what we have learned.
We will now feedback our experiences to Year 9
students as part of our ‘next steps’ programme in
some History lessons in the new year, to coincide
with Holocaust Memorial Day.”

Jacob Bellamy (13CWi) and Kudzai Maruta
(13CWi)
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Geography
World Wise Quiz November 2017
A team of four Year 9 students represented Heber
at the regional round of the World Wise Quiz
organised by the Geographical Association and
held annually at Chester University.
They answered team questions on ”Globalisation
“Google Earth” and “Outdoor Geography” scoring
full marks in the “European Cities” round where
they were required to use photographic evidence
and anagrams to identify European capital cities.
Individual rounds included “Geography in the
News” and “Where in the World” testing their
general geographical knowledge and ability to keep
abreast of worldwide events. Over twenty teams
entered the competition from the North Wales,
Cheshire and the Wirral region and we did very
well to finish in fourth position. Congratulations go
to Charlie Williams (9CHa) (Team Captain) Mickey
Lowe (9ESm), Logan Hunter (9CSD) and Kieran
Martin (11CBl) for all their hard work and effort.
Well done!

Mrs Mallinson

Social Sciences

Visiting Speaker

Year 12 and 13 students provided a very warm
welcome for Mrs Warman in the Psychology
classroom to talk about her role as a bereavement
counsellor!  Mrs Warman works for the Hospice
of the Good Shepherd in Backford, Chester.
The students learned how the Hospice provides
one to one counselling to anyone who is feeling
isolated and frightened following loss.  Mrs
Warman also helped the students to see how they
could apply their theoretical knowledge of the
Psychological Approaches to personal
experiences, while learning about any barriers
there may be to asking for help and support from
a professional counsellor.

Finally, the students explored how this new
knowledge could link to university courses and
careers within the Counselling and Psychotherapy
professions for themselves.

The maturity of the students and the kindness and
level of respect shown for those suffering from
mental health concerns was exemplary.

Mrs Mullan
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Crimebeat
Cheque Presention
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Combermere Team (Sixth Form students):

Victoria Black
George Cadman
Elizabeth Edwards
Isabella Gregory
Izzie Lamb
Philippa Lane
Beth Wright

Mrs Sarah Callander Beckett, High Sheriff of
Cheshire
Mr Mark Watson, Cheshire Crimebeat Coordinator
PC Liz Stanton, Lead Youth Engagement Officer

School Staff involved:

Mr D Curry (Headteacher)
Mrs S Griffith (Head of Careers)
Miss C Johnson  (Assistant Head of Sixth Form)

Quote from Cheshire Crimebeat: ‘I would offer
profound thanks to all the students in the
“Combermere Team”. They worked so hard to
organise this event in a very short space of time
and did a fantastic job.  The money raised will go
to a project called Life Without Limits which every
secondary school in the county will have access
to in due course.  The students can be very proud
that the results of their efforts will benefit young
people across the whole county.’

The ‘Combermere Team’ from Bishop Heber High
School were delighted to present a cheque for
£570 to Cheshire Crimebeat Coordinator, Mark
Watson.  The funds were raised from the
successful charity walk at Combermere Abbey
which the students organised with Sarah Callander
Beckett, High Sheriff of Cheshire, as one of her
charity projects.

In the short period of time from the start of the
Autumn Term until the date of the walk on
Saturday, 21st October, the Combermere Team
were responsible for the organisation of the whole
event.  This involved marketing, finance and
operations prior to the event and on the day.  They
incorporated a Nature Trail and Eye-Spy for
younger walkers.  The walk was well attended and
enjoyed by all who participated.

Cheshire Crimebeat will allocate the funds to an
upcoming project called ‘Life Without Limits’.  This
is a project designed to educate all 13 – 16 year
olds across Cheshire about the dangers of using
drugs and New Psychoactive Substances, with the
aim of obviously preventing young people from
going down those routes.

Quote from High Sheriff:
“The Heber High group of students who worked on
this exciting project were a delight to work with.
They displayed exceptional teamwork, initiative
and commitment to making it the success it was
and contributed a substantial sum for an important
Cheshire Crimebeat community programme which
will support young people.”
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As mentioned earlier the Remembrance Service
was a whole school assembly which included
music and readings by students from all year
groups within the school.  Visitors included Canon
Ian Davenport of St Oswald’s Church, Sharon
Jones and Steve Le Good, the local coordinators
of the Poppy Appeal, plus Joe McMahon, the
previous local Poppy Appeal co-ordinator.  Ruth
Jones, the North West Royal British Legion Fund
Raiser was also present and student
representatives from the Air Training Cadets.
Poppy wreaths were laid to commemorate
servicemen and women killed in all conflicts.

Erin James (10CWs), Ethan Hennessey (10AGr),
Caitlin James (9CSd). (left to right – lower step to
higher step)

Remembrance Day 2017
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Children In Need Bake Sale

Year 7 students Ben Churton (7SAl) and Lucy
Knight (7SAl), have done a bake sale for Children
In Need, and raised a staggering amount of
£140.56. They planned and put on this by
themselves. Well done Ben and Lucy - a super
effort!

French Spelling Bee

This term, students in Year 7 have been working
hard for the French Spelling Bee. This is a national
competition for which students learn 50 French
words and spell them, against the clock, in the
french alphabet. Students have been practising
their spellings in lessons and at home, as well as
at the french Spelling Bee Club at school.
Following Round 1 of the competition, in which the
whole year group was able to take part, we have
now selected 49 students to continue to Round 2
in the New Year. Thank you to all students who
took part and congratulations to our winners.

Miss Wilson
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Les Miserables

As the Headteacher mentioned previously the
school was proud to present its most ambitious
musical production in recent years – Les
Miserables School Edition. Preparations began
back in May, and a cast of about 80 student actors,
musicians and technical team spent the next six
months in an ever increasing schedule of
rehearsals and private practice, perfecting roles
and musical lines.
The end result was a series of performances
which left all who participated feeling immensely
proud. The students played to four consecutive,
appreciative, packed houses. Thanks to the
enthusiasm of the cast and enduring appeal of the
musical, this was the first time in many years that
tickets had sold out prior to the first performance.
All students and staff involved have been hugely
appreciative of the support from colleagues,
parents and the community; especially the
encouraging comments and plaudits received in
the aftermath of the shows. We all genuinely feel
this was a ‘once in a lifetime’ opportunity that was
seized by the cast and has embedded memories
that will last a very long time indeed.
The staff in the Performing Arts team are
privileged to have worked with such a talented,
committed and enthusiastic group of students and
encourage anyone who enjoyed taking part or was
inspired by watching the show to get involved in
the next production which will be announced in
the Spring Term!
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Year 8 STEM Challenge

On Wednesday 29th November 2017, 36 year eight
students working in randomised teams participated
in the annual Faraday Challenge STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering and Maths) event. They
were set out the task to design and make a
prototype device that can be operated remotely to
simulate a heart and kidney transplant. Objects
representing the human heart (tennis ball) and a
kidney (ping-pong ball) were to be picked up and
accurately placed in their appropriate holes in a
cut-out of a human torso. Students were randomly
placed in groups to simulate the team working
aspect of engineering and working with unfamiliar
faces to make the prototype device whilst using
their science, technology and maths skills. After
the successful event, many students felt open and
interested in the prospect of looking more into the
career path of engineering. All students achieved
their Discovery Crest Award, but the winners of
the day were Esme Mathialahan  (8AJo), Luke
Pearse  (8CnV), Jeremy Shorthose (8BAl),
Cameron Stuart 8JPe, Daisy Watson, Eadie
Williams (8AJo), who successfully completed the
task and made a good report.

Mr. M. Taylor

Aim-Higher Engineering for the
Future Trip to Warrington 2017

With Mr. Williams, 15 Year 11 students had the
opportunity to attend the STEM.NET organised
event at the Warrington Halliwell Stadium on
Friday 24th November to experience an
engineering immersion day led by the Institutes
of Mechanical, Chemical, Civil and Nuclear
Engineering. The students enjoyed participating
in organised problem solving activities in
addition to listening to lectures. Furthermore,
they had the chance to speak to engineers over
the course of the day and it was reinforced by
an engineering-focused careers fayre. From
evaluating the experience, all students felt it was
an extremely worthwhile opportunity which
reinforced their goal of following an engineering
path for the future.
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Christmas Shoe Boxes for
Grenfell Tower

Year 9 students have been making shoe boxes of
gifts for children who lost their homes in the
Grenfell Tower fire disaster June 2017. Thanks go
to all parents who offered to deliver the boxes to
London. Here are the boxes as they were handed
over to Mr Huggins who drove the boxes to
London. We hope they made a difference to those
young people this Christmas to show that other
young people across the country are thinking
about them.
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Christmas Carol Service

The "Celebration of Christmas" Carol Concert
was held at St Oswald's Church on Tuesday 19th
December. A full church enjoyed a range of solo
and ensemble musical items and a devised drama
piece from the Year 7 Drama Club ' Kindness at
Christmas'. As well as the Concert Orchestra and
Choir, there were featured solos from vocalists
Kate Rodge (13TRo), Poppy Hall (12HnW),
Juliette Swain (10NWe), Fran Ball (9CHa) and
'cellist Morgan Tomlins (10JSy). The Year 10
Music class demonstrated their arrangement of
the Beatles' 'Golden Slumbers' and the staff choir
performed "Carol Of The Bells" and "Only You".
In attendance was Sheriff of Chester and his
consort, Cllr Jane Mercer who accepted the
school's donation to the Chairman's Trust. Many
thanks to The Revd Canon Ian Davenport for
hosting us at St Oswald's.

Mr S Ferrelly, Performing Arts



RESPECT • OPPORTUNITY • ACHIEVEMENT

Page 10 of 12

Gold Award

Year 13 students have been working hard to complete their completed her Duke of Edinburgh’s Gold
Awards before leaving the school. two students have successfully finished this term and will be invited
to St James’ Palace in the next 18 months to receive their certificate. An amazing achievement, well

James Cundill
Lucy Buckley

Meanwhile during this half term, 10 Year 12 and 100 Year 9 students are working hard towards their
Gold and Bronze Volunteering, Skills and Physical sections. Don’t forget Year 9’s, you must have two
sections planned (not completed) on D of E by 31st January.

Year 10 Year 11
Samuel Ashbrook   James Latham    William Barton
Emma  Alderson    Emily Lister     Morgan Chapman
Lauren Baker    Melody Lumb    Alex Cleland
Lucy Bourne     Olivia Morland    Lucy Cornes
Annabelle Buckeridge  Sophie Parr     Oliver Dixon
Charlie Collings   James Palgrave-Jones  James Jacks
Niamh Davies    Pete Pattenden    Alexandria Jones
Tabitha Evans    Philip Pettof     Jack Shone
Hannah Grimshaw  Rebecca Ridley Thomas Ross Thomasson
Georgia Hancock   Mollie Rogers
Elenor Hancil     Will Shearman     Sixth Form
Zac Hanmer     Kenzie Valentine   Emma Huxtable
Issie Harman    Avril Weaver     Callum Spence
Benjamin Hennessy   Sophie Wooldridge
Jessica Larkum   Maddie Young

Once again this is an outstanding achievement by all, showing a real self motivation, determination and
commitment – congratulations!
Mr. Roberts
Duke of Edinburgh Lead
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Request from the Main School Office

Your help with the following would be appreciated:-

Lost property:

Equipment:

● Please ensure all items of School clothing and equipment is
clearly named/labelled.

● Please ensure your child comes to School with the correct
equipment for the day. Please do not allow students to bring
any items of value into School as we cannot accept
responsibility for any loss or damage.

Money Matters

Secure Online Payments

Did you know that Bishop Heber High School offers a secure
online payment system allowing parents to make payments
for School meals or School visits fees by credit or debit card?

Tucasi is available at http://scopay.com/bishopheber and
there is also a link through our School website. Transactions
are carried out using the highest security. The system
enables parents to pay for cashless catering, School visits
and activities at a convenient time without the need to send
cash or cheques into School. Parents can log into their own
secure pages to see a list of items available to their child and
Tucasi even keeps a history of all past payments made. If
you need a reminder of you logon details, please email Mrs
Williams in the Finance Office.
finance@bishopheber.cheshire.sch.uk

Free School Meals

Did you know that by registering for Free School Meals your
child not only has the opportunity to enjoy a free school meal
but they could also be entitled to a substantial reduction in
the cost of some educational visits and after School activities?

The School also benefits from additional funding for children
who are registered for free School meals or who have been
registered in the past 6 years. The funding gives every
student in the schooling system the same opportunities to
succeed. Additional support mechanisms at Bishop Heber
include intervention classes along with financial support for
educational visits and activities.

Am I eligible for Free School Meals?

● If as parents/guardians/carers you receive one of the
following, you may be able to claim for Free School Meals:

● Income support (IS)

● Income Based Jobseekers Allowance (IBJSA)

● Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
(ESA(IR)

● Support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act
1999

● Child Tax Credit (but not Working Tax Credit) and have
an annual income (as assessed by Her Majesty’s
Revenue and Customs) that does not exceed £16,190

● The Guarantee element of State Pension Credit

Free School Meals Helpline - 0300 123 7039

Free School Meals Information -

enquiries@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk

The free School meals team can assess your claim over the
phone using an eligibility checker to confirm entitlement.
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MATCH FEES REMINDER
Letters went to Parents after Christmas regarding the
contribution for transport costs. This was £15 for one sport
and £20 for involvement in 2 or more sports. If you have not
already paid,  please support the School and the Department
in doing so and ensuring that we can still offer this high
quality extra-curricular programme for your child in the future.
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