
RESPECT · OPPORTUNITY · ACHIEVEMENT 

 

Merry Christmas,  Nadolig Llawen,  Frohe Weihnachten,  圣诞节快乐,  Joyeux Noël,  Feliz Navidad and  Buon Natale. 
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Headteacher’s Editorial: (written before gov.uk new guidance)  
It is quite amazing to consider what has happened this 
past 9-12 months and to reflect on what has been 
achieved by the school community.  It has not been easy 
and there has been tragedy and heartbreak along the 
way, but there have also been many more moments of 
celebration and a deep sense of accomplishment across 
the school.  If you need inspiration, I’d invite you watch 
this weeks’ BBC Panorama documentary about the 
Oxford vaccine – rather remarkable that this great nation 
leads the world with a vaccine that’ll hopefully serve the 
whole planet and not just the richest nations – our 
humanity and sense of global citizenship reflected in this 
incredible epidemiological breakthrough led by 
inspirational (mostly female) British scientists.  

Whilst we have seen a recent rise in students testing 
positive over the past seven days, many cases have 
been the result of community transmission and there has 
been relatively little in-school transmission. We have sent 
an important communication recently with regards to any 
case of a student receiving a positive COVID-19 test over 
the Christmas Break.  In essence, we are only able to 
support contact tracing if a student becomes symptomatic 
before 12.30 p.m. on Sunday 20th December.  After this 
time, the NHS Track and Trace teams will support 
contact tracing with your child.  

If your child develops symptoms after school breaks up 
on Friday, 18th December, up to 12.30 p.m. on Sunday, 
20th December – notify the school on 01948 860571. You 
should then take your child for a test and notify the 
school of the result as above. Where a test result is 
required quickly, Public Health advice is to use one of the 
walk-in test centres in Cheshire West and Chester. 
These can be found at COVID-19 testing 
(cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk). If the test result is 
positive, please notify the school by leaving a voice 
message as soon as possible. 

Nationally, it is reported that charities have suffered like 
many businesses during the pandemic.  So, it is 
somewhat heartening that we have been able to continue 
to support our school nominated charities during 2020. 
The 2020 Heber Charities chosen by the students were: 
Space in Chester                 (Local Charity) 
Stargardt’s Connected           (National Charity) 
Plan International          (International Charity) 
This year we will be able to donate a total of £3,000 to 
our Heber Charities. Each charity will be presented with a 
cheque for £1,000. The 2020/21 School Council has 
agreed, following a whole school remote vote, that the 
three charities for 2021 will be: 
Alder Hey Children’s Charity               (Local Charity) 
Cancer Research                        (National Charity) 
Save the Children              (International Charity) 

We have two staff leaving us at the end of this Term:   

Mr D Ritchie joined Heber in February 2020 as a 
Teacher of History (maternity cover) having been a 
Teacher of History at Broughton Hall Catholic High 
School and prior to that a Subject Leader of History at 
Ellesmere Port Catholic High School. With Mrs Williams 
returning from maternity leave, Mr Ritchie is leaving us to 
take on a new post in Dubai in January.  Mr Richie has 
been a great tutor and teacher in his very short time with 
us as well as outstanding colleague - we wish him every 
success in his future endeavours.   

Ms T Sutherland (2013 - 2020) joined Bishop Heber 
High School seven years ago in February 2013 as the 
Curriculum Support Manager. Prior to joining Heber Ms 
Sutherland worked for Cheshire Council ICT Department 
and prior to that as an Application Support Specialist at 
EA Technology. Ms Sutherland has a BSc in Biological 
Sciences specialising in Biochemistry from Edinburgh 
University and an MSc by Research Lipid Studies of X-
linked Retinitis Pigmentosa from Strathclyde University. 
Ms Sutherland’s knowledge of data, and her support and 
attention to detail in the Examinations and Data Team 
within the Heber has been a huge asset to the school. 
We wish Ms Sutherland all the very best for the future.   

Finally, on behalf of all the Governors and staff at Heber, 
have a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
Spring Term 2021 © subject to changes in gov.uk guidance  
04.01.21  INSET DAY 6 (Staff only)  
05.01.21  Year 11 + 13 Students return (Week 1)  
11.01.21 ALL Students return to School (Week 2)  
07.01.21  Year 8 Parents’ Eve© (4.15 - 7.15 p.m.)  
21.01.21  Year 7 Parents’ Eve© (4.15 - 7.15 p.m.)  
04.02.21  Year 9 GCSE Options Evening© (6 p.m.)  
08.02.21  Upper Sixth Mock Examinations start  
11.02.21  Year 11 Learning Conference 
11.02.21 Year 11 GCSE Parents’ Info. Evening© (6 p.m.) 
12.02.21 Close for Half-term (3.30 p.m.) 
15.02.21  Half Term  
22.02.21 Students return to School (Week 1)  
23.02.21 Year 10 English GCSE Mock Exams (tbc) 
23.02.21 ATC Civilian Committee AGM© (7.15 p.m.) 
25.02.21  Year 11 Parents’ Eve© (SPH 4.15 - 7.15 p.m.)  
02.03.21  Friends of Heber Mtg. (Conf Room 6.30 p.m.)  
11.03.21 Year 11 Full Mock Examinations 
12.03.21 Non-uniform Day (Comic Relief) tbc 
18.03.21  PSHCE Day 
18.03.21  Lower Sixth Parents’ Eve© (SPH 4.15 -7.15 p.m.) 
31.03.21  Year 10 Parents’ Eve© (SPH 4.15 -7.15 p.m.) 
01.04.21  End of Spring Term (12.25 p.m. finish) 
 

  Please visit our website for further information. 
Follow us on @BishopHeberHS / @Heber_Head 

or for sports fixture/updates @HeberSport 
 
 

http://www.bishopheber.cheshire.sch.uk/
https://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/news-and-views/incidents/coronavirus-covid-19/covid-19-testing/covid-19-testing.aspx
https://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/news-and-views/incidents/coronavirus-covid-19/covid-19-testing/covid-19-testing.aspx
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Combined Cadet Force  
 

2020 has thrown some barriers in the way of many 
activities this year and the Bishop Heber Combined 
Cadet Force has not been spared. As many of our 
cadets are from different year groups it has not been 
possible for us to meet face to face this academic year. 
As we still want to parade and undertake the activities 
associated with the Royal Navy we have moved to an 
online version of parading. We meet every Wednesday 
night from 4.30 - 5.30 and our more experienced cadets 
have planned, prepared and then delivered several 
fantastic lectures to our less experienced cadets; these 
have been on our cadets areas of expertise including 
parts of a boat, clothing for sailing, and aircraft, ship 
and submarine recognition to name a few topics.  
 
We are very eager to be able to physically parade again 
- I am sure our drill and uniforms will need a lot of work 
as we will have had almost 12 months away from the 
parade square! I am constantly amazed by our cadets 
stoic and accommodating outlook and the passion and 
enthusiasm they bring to our online parades. I would 
like to thank them for their time and efforts this term as 
it has definitely been outside of their comfort zones. To 
recognise the efforts of our more senior cadets we can 
acknowledge the promotion of Petty Officer Ridley- 
Thomas to Chief Petty Officer, Leading Hand Atkinson 
to Petty Officer Atkinson, Leading Hand Moulton to 
Petty Officer Moulton, Leading Hand May to Petty 
Officer May (honorary) and 3* Hebson to Leading Hand 
Hebson. I would like to congratulate all of our cadets 
who have achieved a promotion this term and look 
forward to the Spring Term 2020 where hopefully we 
can meet again. 
 
Lieutenant P Cooke OiC BHHS CCF RN Section 
 
 
 
Charity: Harvest Boxes 
 
It was extremely humbling this year to be able to offer 
Chester Aid to the Homeless @CATHsupport our 
Harvest Boxes this year on behalf of the Heber 
community which will be well received by so many. 
Thank you for everyone’s generosity at this time.  
 

 
 
 
 

Remembrance 
 
One minute’s silence – Private George Price (Canadian 
Infantry) was killed at 10:58 on 11th day of the 11th  
month in 1918… an individual tragedy among so many. 
The one minute’s silence offers a time to reflect on the 
significance of the day and as a sign of respect.  
 
They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old: 
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 
At the going down of the sun and in the morning 
We will remember them. 
 

 
 
 
Performing Arts: Music For Life 
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Success & Achievements 
 
BookBuzz @Heber has arrived! 
 
And what a great reception it has had from Year 7 and 
8! 
 
The pandemic offered a new scenario for Year Seven 
and Eight, but the English department working in 
conjunction with the Year 7 and 8 Pastoral and 
Librarian, Miss Kinsella, have made it an advantage. 
Since September, Year Seven and Eight have been 
reading in their form rooms during the lesson 
switchovers and have embraced the new world of 
TEAMs by accessing our BookBuzz @Heber TEAMs 
pages for book recommendations, quizzes and further 
reading opportunities with extracts and audio books 
posted regularly.  
 
All students have had the opportunity to read ‘Holes’ by 
Louis Sachar and ‘The Boy in Striped Pyjamas’ by John 
Boyne; both classics in the world of modern fiction. 
Some students have even moved onto other texts: 
‘Witch Child’ by Celia Rees (a tale set in 1700s about 
witchcraft) and ‘Across the Barricades’ by Joan Lingard 
(a modern-day Romeo and Juliet set in Northern 
Ireland) showing the wealth of opportunity and 
escapism that reading for pleasure offers. 
 
Congratulations to Alexander Ryan (7CHa); Amelia 
Bloor (7CnM); Franz Sarsakov (8SJo) and Sophie Moor 
(8HWm) who won the @booktrust Bookbuzz prize draw 
competition. Well done to all Year 7 and Year 8 
students for their commitment to reading this term.  

We are pleased to announce that a brand-new cohort of 
reading books are already on site for the New Year and 
we will be participating fully in the national reading 
programme launched by reading charity, BookTrust. 
Our joint aim is to inspire a love of reading in 11 to 13-
year-olds and allow students more access to novels. In 
addition, parents can motivate students to read for 
pleasure at home by using the resources provided on 
the BookBuzz @Heber TEAMs page. It is not too late to 
add some books to your Father Christmas letter! 

Mrs Moreland, Teacher of English  

Local Events  

IRP donate to Trussell Trust Bank 
The Inclusion Resource Provision (IRP) staff have this 
year decided to forego their traditional Secret Santa gift 
swap and instead donate items to the Trussell Trust 
Food Bank in Whitchurch. Inclusion Leader, Sarah 
Vaughan, said, "Our local Food Bank, like so many 
others, has seen an unprecedented rise in usage in 
2020 and we know how valuable it is to the families who 
rely on it for basic necessities each week. We decided 
to make a difference this year and used the Food 
Bank's list of items required to fill two large boxes with 
weekly necessities plus some Christmassy treats. We 
really hope that we've spread a little festive cheer to 
local families". 

 
 
 
More information about the Trussell Trust Food Banks 
can be found at www.trusseltrust.org.  
Bishop Heber High School is a referring agency and 
can make referrals to the Food Bank.  
Mrs S Vaughan Inclusion Officer 
 
Pictured are TAs Miss Abbott and Mrs Chase. 
 

 
 

Sports 
Football 
Congratulations to Zak Kempster-Down (11GLe) who was 
offered a football scholarship at Crewe Alexandra FC. A great 
achievement and fully deserved. Well done Zak.  

 

Tennis 
Slightly belated congratulations to Owen Shrimplin (8SJo) and 
Maddie Connor (10NSt) who were winners of the Hollies U14 
tennis Championship on the 17th October 2020. Well done 
Owen and Maddie.  

 

 

http://www.trusseltrust.org/
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Request from the Main School Office 
 
Your help with the following would be appreciated: - 
Lost property: 

• Please ensure all items of School clothing and 
equipment is clearly named/labelled. 
Equipment: 

• Please ensure your child comes to School with 
the correct equipment for the day. Please do not 
allow students to bring any items of value into 
School as we cannot accept responsibility for any 
loss or damage. 
 

 
 
 
 
Secure Online Payments 
Did you know that Bishop Heber High School offers a 
secure online payment system allowing parents to 
make payments for School meals or School visits fees 
by credit or debit card? 
 
Tucasi is available at http://scopay.com/bishopheber 
and there is also a link through our School website. 
Transactions are carried out using the highest security. 
The system enables parents to pay for cashless 
catering, School visits and activities at a convenient 
time without the need to send cash or cheques into 
School. Parents can log into their own secure pages to 
see a list of items available to their child and Tucasi even 
keeps a history of all past payments made. If you need 
a reminder of you logon details, please email Mrs 
Williams in the Finance Office. 
finance@bishopheber.cheshire.sch.uk 

Please note, when making online payments please 
ensure the "continue" button is clicked to fully complete 
the transaction. Successful transactions are issued with 
an email from each of Worldpay and Scopay. 
 
If the "continue" button is not clicked only one email 
from Worldpay will be received, the bank account will 
be debited, however the payment will not be sent 
through to the student’s account. If this occurs, please 
contact Mrs Williams in the Finance Office to report the 
issue - finance@bishopheber.cheshire.sch.uk 

Free School Meals 

 
Did you know that by registering for Free School Meals 
your child not only has the opportunity to enjoy a free 
school meal, but they could also be entitled to a 
substantial reduction in the cost of some educational 
visits and after School activities? 
The School also benefits from additional funding for 
children who are registered for free school meals or 
who have been registered in the past six years. The 
funding gives every student in the schooling system 
the same opportunities to succeed. Additional support 
mechanisms at Bishop Heber include intervention 
classes along with financial support for educational 
visits and activities. 

Am I eligible for Free School Meals? 
• If as parents/guardians/carers you receive one 

of the following, you may be able to claim for Free 
School Meals: 

• Income support (IS) 
• Income Based Jobseekers Allowance (IBJSA) 
• Income-related Employment and Support 

Allowance (ESA(IR) 
• Support under part VI of the Immigration and 

Asylum Act 1999 
• Child Tax Credit (but not Working Tax Credit) 

and have an annual income (as assessed by Her 
Majesty's Revenue and Customs) that does not 
exceed £16,190 

• The Guarantee element of State Pension Credit 

•  

Free School Meals Helpline - 0300 123 7039 
 
Free School Meals Information - 
https://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/.../school- 
meals.aspx  

The free School meals team can assess your claim over 
the phone using an eligibility checker to confirm 
entitlement. 
 

Road Safety 

It has been noted that some vehicles are using the 
Sixth Form access gate to drop off students in the 
mornings. This has raised Health and Safety concerns: 

• Vehicles are entering pedestrian areas to turn round 
in 

• Vehicles are in excess of the 5-mph speed limit 
• Vehicles trying to get out are holding up vehicles 

trying to get in causing congestion on an already busy 
road 
 
To alleviate this problem and to reduce the risk to staff 
and students we have decided to make this a staff only 
access gate from 8 a.m. to 9 a.m. and an exit gate from 
3.45 p.m. to 4.30 p.m. After this time, it will be open for 
leisure centre uses only. 
 
Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
 

Money Matters 

http://scopay.com/bishopheber
mailto:finance@bishopheber.cheshire.sch.ik
mailto:inance@bishopheber.cheshire.sch.uk
mailto:finance@bishopheber.cheshire.sch.uk
https://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/.../school-%20meals.aspx
https://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/.../school-%20meals.aspx
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Headline: Support payments  
for the winter period 
 
 
After the Government announced £170 million in  
funding would be available for local authorities through its COVID Winter Grant Scheme, 
Cheshire West and Chester Council will receive £925,000 in total to support residents. This 
funding will help families struggling to pay for food, fuel or water bills throughout the winter 
period.  
 
Who will qualify  

• Families with children receiving free school meals on 1 December 2020. 
• Families receiving either a Housing Benefit or Council Tax Reduction on 1 December 

2020 AND with children below the age of four, or children between the ages of 16 and 
18 inclusive. 

• Individuals who have left the care of Cheshire West and Chester Council and are 
below the age of 25 on 1 December 2020. 

       
Details of the award 
Applications must be made online as bank details are required to make payments. An award of 
£45 per eligible person and £35 per household will be paid into the nominated bank account, 
subject to checks against records held by the Council. An automated notification will be sent out 
to confirm that an application has been received.  
 
To apply online: 

• Visit: Winter grant scheme   
 
When payments will be made 
Payments will start in December, but volumes are likely to be high. The Council is asking that, 
once an application form is completed, time is given to send the awards out as repeat contacts 
are likely to delay any awards made. 
 
Contact us  

• Telephone: 0300 123 8123 
• Email: winterpayments@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk 

 
Other help available 
Citizens Advice Cheshire West, in conjunction with The Fuel Bank Foundation will also receive 
funding to support people who are struggling to meet their fuel bills. 

• Visit the Citizens Advice website  
 

Disability Positive has also been awarded funding to support children and adults it works with 
who have long-term health conditions, helping them access food, energy or water bill support.   
The Welcome Network is commissioned by the Council to coordinate food offers across the 
borough. Details of local food offers in Cheshire West and Chester over the Christmas are being 
compiled on the Welcome Network website.  

• Visit the Welcome Network food map 
          
 

https://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/news-and-views/incidents/coronavirus-covid-19/how-to-get-help/winter-grant-scheme.aspx
mailto:winterpayments@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk
https://www.citizensadvicecw.org.uk/
http://www.welcomenet.co.uk/get-support.html
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