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Friday, 22nd May 2020 

 
Dear parent/students, 

I wanted to write to you today ahead of the school breaking up for the Whitsun half term break on 
Monday. Although the school will continue to remain open next week for priority groups including the 
children of key workers, I hope that all staff and students will have the opportunity to relax, possibly catch-
up on any work but most importantly spend some time away from school work and recharge their 
batteries – it’s been an extremely busy and demanding term on many levels and it’s time to have a break. 

As I write this letter to you, I have yet to receive the Government’s guidance for secondary schools.  It was 
due to be published at the start of the week and its delay naturally does not allow us to prepare and 
therefore share our plans with you, as we would expect at this stage. 

That said, the Government did release this publication yesterday, which highlights some strategies on 
mental health and wellbeing, organisational support as well guidance on Years 7 – 11.  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/help-secondary-school-children-continue-their-education-during-
coronavirus-covid-19  

As we head into the Whitsun half term break, we planned at the start of the new summer term to try and 
make personal contact with every child in their household. This wasn’t always straightforward but I’m 
pleased to hear how well received these welfare check calls have been. We will try and make the same 
commitment in the next half term before we break for the traditional summer holidays.  Please be aware 
that school staff are asked to block their personal phone numbers and so the call to you home may show 
as ‘No Caller ID’. Tutors will always try to call back if there is no answer and will email to arrange a 
convenient time to speak to your child. 

The Government’s roadmap mentioned that schools could open more widely from Monday, 1st June. 
Whilst the initial focus for reopening has been primary school aged children we have initiated some 
scenario planning ourselves to see what’s possible if we are able to open to more students. 

As Chair of Cheshire West and Chester’s Headteachers Association, I have a good perspective on what 
other schools in our region are considering.  Nationally, we are very used to London-centric policy and 
practice being inflicted on us in the other regions. London has a low R Rate presently which is fantastic 
and I suspect they feel more comfortable about opening more widely than, for instance schools in 
Hartlepool or the Wirral, with a reported higher R Rate.  So, with that in mind, I would repeat on behalf 
of the Chair of Governors and myself that we will only reopen when we all feel it’s safe to do so and that 
any risk is fully assessed and mitigated for as far as is possible.  

I am also mindful that on Thursday, 28th May when SAGE report to COBRA we could quite realistically be 
informed of a change in the Government’s plan/roadmap altogether and all of our initial planning could 
be delayed and/or postponed.   At this moment in time, we could potentially open to allow sixth formers 
to attend an A-level equivalent session for a day for each of their subjects over a five-week period ahead 
of the summer break.  Similarly, we would hope that the time allows for us to offer each Year 10 student 
a Core Day (English/Maths/Science) in school in bubbles (small groups) for a day over a four-week period 
ahead of the summer break.  Neither of these provisions would start until Monday, 8th June at the earliest 
as we will use the weeks beginning on Monday, 1st of June and Monday, 13th July to plan and train staff 
on enhancing our remote learning strategies principally around Microsoft® Teams for all year groups.    
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There are still no plans to bring Years 7-9 back into school this side of the summer break.  Indeed, schools 
in Cheshire East are already announcing plans for only a partial opening of schools in September – one 
Year group per day. In Cheshire West, Headteachers met, virtually, earlier this week to seek a consensus 
on our return plans, and many are following the same phased approach, which I have highlighted above. 
At the moment, we are still planning for a full reopening in September, but are keeping this under constant 
review. 

We are currently working with CWaC Transport to see if it is feasible to run school buses for those who 
are eligible to travel on these.  Regrettably, at this time, the school is not able to offer transport from the 
Wrexham area, so families would need to make their own provision for this.  

I wanted to give you a sense of what is possible before the Whitsun half term break to reassure you of our 
thinking at this time so that you can enjoy your well-deserved half term break yourselves.   

For now, all I would like to say is thank you again for your continued support and ask that you try and 
enjoy the half term break next week and I will write to you again when we have more Government 
guidance.   

 

Best Regards 

 
 

 

 

Mr D A Curry 
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