
 

Merry Christmas,  Nadolig Llawen,  Frohe Weihnachten,  圣诞节快乐,  Joyeux Noël,  Feliz Navidad and  Buon Natale. 
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Headteacher Editorial 

As we reflect on 2019, it has been yet another amazing 
year with so many great achievements both in and outside 
the classroom, as well as within and outside the Heber. 
Also, we are always thrilled to hear at this time of year how 
well our former students have settled into their first term of 
university or their work places. Similarly, our new students 
in both the Sixth Form and Year 7 have already made a 
great start to life at Heber.   

Following our Chester Aid for the Homeless (CATH) 
Harvest Assembly the School held its 
traditional whole School Remembrance 
Assembly in November.  The School also 
observed one minute’s silence on 

Armistice Day at 10.58 a.m. on Monday 11th November.   
These events remain an especially important and poignant 
part of the School’s contribution to remember the members 
of our armed forces who have died or been injured in the 
line of duty.  Again, students and staff were very generous 
this year in donating £358.78 for the Royal British Legion’s 
Poppy Appeal. Thank you! 

The Trustees met in late June and distributed the 
Enrichment Trust Funds to the following areas: 

Business Studies - visualisers   £160 
Politics - Access to Politics review   £40 
Cadets - MTA enable kit    £347 
History - resources for History Club  £100 
Social Sciences - Bio-psychology model   £71 
Performing Arts and Media systems  £1051 
SEND - Exam reading pens   £950 
SEND laptops     £550 
Science - Microscopes and lamps for clubs  £1,320 

Total   £4,589 

At present there is £10,275 held in the Trust Fund for a 
further round of bidding in the New Year. 

The 2019 Heber Charities chosen by the students were: 

Joshua Tree Children’s Cancer Charity      (Local Charity) 
Suzy Lamplugh Trust                       (National Charity) 
Orangutan Land Trust                (International Charity) 

This year we will be able to donate a total of £2,700 to our 
Heber Charities. Each charity will be presented with a 
cheque for £900. The 2019/20 School Council has agreed 
that the three charities for 2020 will be: 

Space in Chester                 (Local Charity) 
Stargardt’s Connected           (National Charity) 
Plan International          (International Charity) 

Space in Chester (Local 
Charity) offers support to 
families of children with 
additional needs. These include play sessions for children 
and their families, support for parents and the use of 
sensory rooms. Space also provides a variety of resources 
and information to support families and their children. 

 
Stargardt’s Connected 
(National Charity) 
seeks to; raise 
awareness, give 
support, seek a cure for Stargardt’s disease which causes 
an inability to see detail in the central part of the vision and 
which can result in blindness. One of our Sixth Form 
students was diagnosed with this in March 2018. 

Plan International (International Charity) strives for a just 
world that advances children's rights, particularly those of 
girls, in over 55 countries. In the last year projects have 
addressed things such as, street harassment, education 

and sports facilities to improve the lives 
of children. 

Children in Need: BBC TV 
presenter Matt Baker and a 
six-strong team of 
youngsters passed through 
Malpas as part of the eight-
day challenge to cycle 400 
miles from Holyhead to the 
finish at 
the BBC Elstree Studios in London. The School was able 
to support the team on its way past the Heber with former 
student and Rugby World Cup Finalist, Tom Curry. 

Miss K Bilcliffe (2019) joined Bishop Heber High School 
in September of this year as a Teacher of Chemistry 
following completion of her PGCE at the University of 
Chester in June 2019. Miss Bilcliffe has however decided 
to return to a career in dental nursing and we wish Miss 
Bilcliffe all the very best. In January, we welcome back a 
former colleague Mrs H Williams (HWm) to teach biology 
and science.  

Finally, on behalf of all the Governors and staff at Heber, 
have a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Academic Year 2019-2020 (important dates) 

Spring Term 2020 

06.01.20  Students return to School (Week 1)  
09.01.20  Year 8 Parents’ Eve (SPH 4.15 - 7.15 p.m.)  
13.01.20 Year 11 GCSE Mock Examinations start 
23.01.20  Year 7 Parents’ Eve (SPH 4.15 - 7.15 p.m.)  

06.02.20  Year 9 GCSE Options Evening (SPH 6 p.m.)  
10.02.20  Upper Sixth Mock Examinations start  
13.02.20  Year 11 Learning Conference (off site) 
13.02.20 Year 11 GCSE Parents’ Info. Eve’ (6 p.m.) 
14.02.20 Close for Half-term (3.30 p.m.) 
17.02.20  Half Term 
24.02.20 Students return to School (Week 1)  

Please visit our website for further information. 

Follow us on @BishopHeberHS / @Heber_Head 
or for sports fixture/updates @HeberSport 

http://www.bishopheber.cheshire.sch.uk/


 

   
 

     

Trips 

Year 7 Places of Worship Trip 

Earlier this term, all of Year 7 went on a School trip; our 
first School trip since starting at Bishop Heber. We 
travelled by coach to Liverpool and Runcorn to visit two 
different places of worship. Half the year group started 
the day off in the Catholic Cathedral, whilst the other half 
spent it at Wat Phra Singh, a Buddhist temple. 

 

During their time at the Buddhist temple students learned 
more about Buddhism and learned some words in Thai. 
Students were fortunate enough hear a monk chant and 
also take part in a short meditation session, which was 
extremely relaxing. 

 

When you entered the Cathedral, towering above our 
heads, was a beautiful stained glass window; these are 
there to show stories from the Bible (The Bible is the holy 
book for Christians and is read during Mass by the priest) 
and to show people from other religions what they 
believe. In the Cathedral, there was lots to see as we 
walked around: a statue of Mary and Jesus when Jesus 
was a young boy was one particular highlight. Amazingly, 
they still have a coffin in which one man was asked to be 
buried in and is still there to this day. Some were lucky 
enough to hear the organ being played. The Cathedral 
was huge and the best views were from the sides so you 
could see everything in it. 

 

It was a busy day but a really interesting one. Thank you 
to the RE department for organising such an informative 
trip and being brave enough to take all of Year 7 out of 
School for their first visit. 

Mr J Ridley 

 

Visit to Washington DC 

 

Sixth Form History and Politics students visited 
Washington DC during half-term, where they visited key 
landmarks and historical sites such as Capitol Hill, the 
Lincoln Memorial, several Smithsonian Museums and 
the White House. A presidential motorcade swept past 
on our final morning in the city, we thought Donald Trump 
was seeing us off, but it turned out to be just the Vice-
President! 

 

Mr J Penlington 

  



 

   
 

     

 

Young Artists in Tuscany 2019 

In October this year, four Heber A-level art students 
travelled to Italy after being accepted on this year’s 
Young Artists’ in Tuscany course; 

 

We spent the week in the beautifully isolated location of 
the 13th Century manor farm of Fattoria del 
Castiglionchio, drawing in the landscape amongst the 
vineyards and on the 
terraces in our 
sketchbooks and on 
larger final outcomes.  

We visited the 
beautiful cities of 
Siena, Arezzo and 
Florence, where we 
saw some of the first 
important works 
created by the Italian 
masters of the early 
Renaissance. It was 
incredibly insightful to see the transition from the early 
Byzantine work through to the humanistic and more 
anatomical work being created towards the end of the 
Renaissance period.  

 

Along with being surrounded by likeminded individuals 
from schools from across the North West, which in itself 
was hugely motivating, the enthusiasm of the tutors was 
infectious throughout the whole week. The work we 
produced is on exhibit in Northwich and has inspired all 
four of us in terms of our final coursework portfolio 
outcomes. We would all wholeheartedly recommend this 
once in a lifetime trip to anyone with a passion for art. 

Miss T Harris 

 

Visiting Honorary Professor gives 
lecture to Sixth Form Physicists 

In August 2019, Professor Ian Munro was awarded an 
Honorary fellowship of the Institute of Physics for world 
recognised leadership in synchrotron radiation research 
and development. 

 

On the 11th November, Professor Munro visited Bishop 
Heber High School and gave a lecture to the Sixth Form 
students on his research expertise. It was pleasure to 
host Professor Munro who shared his experiences and 
love of physics with the Sixth Form students, evidently 
inspiring their young minds to consider taking physics at 
a higher level. 

Mr M Taylor 

Performing Arts 

Evita Performances 

 

Following last year's performances of Jesus Christ 
Superstar our School production for November 2019 was 
another Andrew Lloyd Webber/Time Rice collaboration - 



 

   
 

     

Evita. Telling the story of the rise to power of Eva Peron 
in 1940s Argentina, this classic musical features the well-
known songs Don't Cry for me Argentina and Another 
Suitcase in Another Hall. 

 

Our students coped admirably with the challenging sung 
through score - this is not easy music, and delighted 
audiences with their acting, singing and dancing. 

 

Four near capacity houses gave standing ovations each 
night and the cast were delighted by the support and 
positive comments from the audiences. The stage 
performers were accompanied by a tremendous 
orchestra largely comprising students and the technical 
and back stage team did a great job of providing an 
evocative atmosphere and ensuring all ran smoothly 
each night. 

 

Congratulations to everyone who took part and thank you 
to parents, family and friends for supporting the rehearsal 
process and forming magnificent audiences. 

The pictures show; Morgan Tomlins (12H&W) and 
Charlotte Done (13TRo) in the role of Che. 

Alexandra Denman (13TRo) as Eva and Sam Griffiths 
Coulthard (10H&J) as Magaldi. 

Olivia Copley (12KBe), Hannah Grimshaw (12KRo), 
Melody Lumb (12G&V), Emily Morgan (12CWs), Megan 
Nicholson (9ARu), Shannon Meikle (11H&P) as The 
Mistresses. 

Mr S Ferrelly 

 

Library Events 

Bookmark Exchange Project update 

To celebrate International School Library Month in 
October, students in Year 7 made bookmarks for the 
Bookmark Exchange Project 2019. These were then 
posted to our five partner schools for the project; 

 Learning Paths School, Mohali, India 

 OŠ Marija Bistrica, Croatia 

 OŠ Ante Kovačića, Marija Gorica, Croatia 

 OŠ Pavla Štoosa, Kraljevec na Sutli, Croatia 

 OŠ Eugena Kvaternika, Croatia (pictured below) 

 

The bookmarks made by students in India and Croatia 
arrived in late November and were distributed to Year 7 
students in their English classes.  

Miss L Kinsella 

Feeling Festive in the Library 

In the last week of the term, we held Christmas activities 
after School in the library. Our favourite bookish 
characters made an appearance in a literary themed 
Christmas Bingo. There were four lucky students that 
won a line or two. Congratulations to the winners; River 
Bowkett (7JAs), Georgie Richardson (7JAs), Kaidy 
Meredith (7JSy) and Isabelle Shillabeer (8SWe). 

There was also a Christmas themed book quiz. With 13 
correct answers, the winning Quizmas team was the 
‘Christmas Puddings’ - Daisy Kepista (8SWe) and 
Isabelle Shillabeer (8SWe). There were two teams (‘The 
Skaters’ and ‘Pacaig’) in second place with 12 correct 
answers; Will Raybould (9Aru), Magnus Raybould 
(7RLe), Amelie Berry (7JSy), Laura Berisa (7JSy) and 
Georgia Richardson (7JAs). Winners and runners up 
took away exclusive books, bookmarks and postcards. 

Miss L Kinsella 



 

   
 

     

Success & Achievement 

British Physics Olympiad 2019 
Success 

The British Physics Olympiad is regarded as one of the 
most challenging tests sat by students and it often sat by 
students in the independent schooling system.  

Tribute is to be paid to the Year 13 A-level Physics group 
who undertook the highly stimulating British Physics 
Olympiad challenge on the 15th November whereby they 
had to apply their physics and maths experience in 
solving taxing problems. 

 

From the group, Matthew Sims (13SFe), Mollie Carnelley 
(13MPa) and Jack Shone (13SFe) were entered for the 
next round where only 2,000 students nationally sat the 
highly challenging exam. The three of them achieved a 
Commendation Award. Well done! 

Mr M Taylor 

 

Educational Enrichment Programme  

Following a successful first year, Chester Race 
Company confirmed ahead of a new academic term that 
they would continue to deliver the educational 
enrichment programme to local students at Bishop Heber 
High School for a second consecutive year. 

Throughout 2018/2019, the race company developed a 
fledging relationship with both staff and students alike, 
engaging with our students from Year 7 to Sixth Form 
through a variety of lessons, assemblies and workshops. 

The 40 session schedule took place between November 
2018 - July 2019 and was so well received that the race 
company team and teaching staff collectively decided to 
adapt and improve the programme for a new School 
year. Head of Year 9 at Bishop Heber High School, said: 

“This is a fantastic opportunity for students to engage 
with the race company and gain understanding about the 
diverse nature of their business, whilst learning new skills 
such as interview preparation and CV writing. For those 
students going into a new year, the forthcoming nine 
months will offer the chance to take part in a different 
area of the programme and develop their skillset further.” 

The second year of the programme launched with a 
Business Enterprise Day for Year 9 students on 
Thursday 7th November. A range of activities during the 
day explored the broad range of career opportunities 

available with the race company, accompanied by real-
life examples that sought to introduce and inspire 
students to consider different roles open to them upon 
entering the world of work. 

Students were asked to compete in teams and undertake 
real life business scenarios which looked to teach them 
industry-based skills. Activities focused around the 
following careers in Event Planning, Sales, Marketing 
and Graphic Design. There was much discussion in the 
assembly room amongst the animated group who had 
varied, but ambitious ideas as to where their careers may 
take them. 

 

Chester Race Company commended the students for 
their professionalism and creativity and in 
acknowledgement of their participation, each student 
was presented with a certificate. To conclude the day, 
the winning team “Lightning Strike” were rewarded with 
a family pass to Chester Racecourse Family Funday on 
Sunday 2nd August 2020. 

Additional enrichment activities on the day included skills 
in the workplace workshops, attended by Sixth Form 
students, where focus was given to the job application 
process and building an impressive CV. Next on the busy 
timetable for Chester Race Company, further careers 
workshops with Sixth Formers before the Christmas 
break. 

Mrs S Griffith 

 

Local Events 

Chester Arts Fair 2019 

This year we were honoured to be invited to participate 
in the 2019 Chester Arts Fair held at the Racecourse - 
an event with a nationally recognised reputation and one 
which promotes the work of both local and internationally 
recognised artists.  

We chose a selection of work from across the key stages 
and covering varied use of media. Mr Gilbert spent the 
morning at the racecourse and did a fantastic job putting 
up the work.  



 

   
 

     

 

The private view was attended by hundreds of people 
and the work looked incredible. It was such a brilliant 
opportunity for our students to be exhibiting their work in 
the public sphere. 

 

At the end of the weekend a number of students were 
present for the award giving ceremony. We won a total 
of four prizes listed below. Thank you so much to 
everyone that visited the show and well done to those 
students who were able to be a part of this incredible 
opportunity.  

The judges were very impressed with Bishop Heber's 
work and awarded our School: 

1. 'Overall Secondary School Winner' 

2. ‘Winning Work’ – Joe Roberts (11H&P) 

3. ‘Highly Commended’ – Charlotte Larkin (11DBo) 

4. ‘People’s Choice Award’ – Finn McWilliams (8CHe) 

Miss T Harris 

 

 

Sports 

Barcelona Sports Tour 2019 

 

During the October half term break 61 students from 
Year 9-11 embarked on the School’s first joint sports tour 
abroad to Barcelona with two boys football teams and 
two girls hockey teams. 

 

The tour was an amazing experience for all concerned 
with two training sessions with elite club coaches, 
stadium tours of the Nou Camp, Olympic and Espanyol 
stadiums, sightseeing, beach games and three matches 
against Spanish opposition for each team. 

 

The standard of football and hockey was excellent with 
all games played in fantastic facilities which helped raise 
the game of each student involved. 

 

Every student was a great ambassador for Bishop Heber 
throughout the tour representing themselves and the 
School in the highest manner. Can I say a big thank you 
to all the staff that gave up their time to support the tour 
and Delta Rock for their amazing sponsorship of kit for 
the whole tour. 

Mr M Lindley 



 

   
 

     

Football 

Congratulations to the Year 7 boys’ football team who 
were crowned District 5-a-side champions and now go 
through to represent Chester Schools in the Cheshire 
finals. They were also District runners up in the 7-a-side 
competition narrowly losing out on penalties. 

 

The Year 8 boys’ 5-a-side and futsal team, the Year 9 B 
futsal team and the U16 girls’ 7-a-side team were all 
District Runners up in their respective competitions. 

Mr M Lindley 

 

Table Cricket 

Bishop Heber entered 
the Cheshire Table 
Cricket 
championships for 
the first time this term.  

Playing against eight 
other schools from 
the area the team 
were crowned 
Cheshire champions 
after beating 
Claremont Sports 
College in the final 
and now go forward 
to Old Trafford after 
Christmas to represent Cheshire in the Regional Finals. 
A fantastic achievement.  

Mr M Lindley 

 

 

Netball 

U16 Chester and District Netball Tournament took place 
at Upton High School on the 1st October. The U16 played 
superbly well beating Catholic High, 5-4, Bishops 
Bluecoat 7-3 and Upton 6-3. They narrowly missed out 
on a silver medal by losing 0-2 to Queens and 2-5 to 
Kings in closely fought matches. Well played girls. 

 

Squad: Anna Roberts (11H&P), Abbie Roberts (10THa), 
Harriet Hinchliffe (11H&P - Captain), Charlotte Larkin 
(11DBo), Freya Parker (11RMa), Kinga Molenda 
(11H&P), Izzy Huxley (11CHa), Matilda Walker (11DBo), 
Eve Rouse (11STa). 

Mrs L Robinson 

 

Badminton 

Congratulations to the U16 boys’ badminton team who 
were crowned District champions. They now go forward 
to represent Chester at the Cheshire Youth Games later 
in the new year. 

 

Mr M Lindley 



 

   
 

     

 

Request from the Main School Office 
Your help with the following would be appreciated:- 

Lost property: 

 Please ensure all items of School clothing and 
equipment is clearly named/labelled. 

Equipment: 

 Please ensure your child comes to School with the 
correct equipment for the day. Please do not allow 
students to bring any items of value in to School as we 
cannot accept responsibility for any loss or damage. 

 

Secure Online Payments 
Did you know that Bishop Heber High School offers a 
secure online payment system allowing parents to make 
payments for School meals or School visits fees by credit 
or debit card? 

 
Tucasi is available at http://scopay.com/bishopheber 
and there is also a link through our School website. 
Transactions are carried out using the highest security. 
The system enables parents to pay for cashless 
catering, School visits and activities at a convenient time 
without the need to send cash or cheques into School. 
Parents can log into their own secure pages to see a list 
of items available to their child and Tucasi even keeps a 
history of all past payments made. If you need a 
reminder of you logon details, please email the Finance 
Office; finance@bishopheber.cheshire.sch.uk 

Please note, when making online payments please 
ensure the "continue" button is clicked to fully complete 
the transaction. Successful transactions are issued with 
an email from each of Worldpay and Scopay. 

 
If the "continue" button is not clicked only one email from 
Worldpay will be received, the bank account will be 
debited, however the payment will not be sent through to 
the students’ account. If this occurs, please contact the 
Finance Office to report the issue - 
finance@bishopheber.cheshire.sch.uk 

Free School Meals 

Did you know that by registering for Free School Meals 
your child not only has the opportunity to enjoy a Free 
School Meal but they could also be entitled to a 
substantial reduction in the cost of some educational 
visits and after School activities? 

The School also benefits from additional funding for 
children who are registered for Free School Meals or 
who have been registered in the past six years. The 
funding gives every student in the schooling system the 
same opportunities to succeed. Additional support 
mechanisms at Bishop Heber include intervention 
classes along with financial support for educational 
visits and activities. 

Am I eligible for Free School Meals? 

If as parents/guardians/carers you receive one of the 
following, you may be able to claim for Free School Meals: 

 Income support (IS) 

 Income Based Jobseekers Allowance (IBJSA) 

 Income-related Employment and Support 
Allowance (ESA(IR) 

 Support under part VI of the Immigration and 
Asylum Act 1999 

 Child Tax Credit (but not Working Tax Credit) and 
have an annual income (as assessed by Her Majesty's 
Revenue and Customs) that does not exceed £16,190 

 The Guarantee element of State Pension Credit 

Free School Meals Helpline - 0300 123 7039 
Free School Meals Information - 
https://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/.../school- 
meals.aspx  

The Free School Meals team can assess your claim over 
the phone using an eligibility checker to confirm 
entitlement. 
 

Road Safety 
 
It has been noted that some vehicles are using the Sixth 

Form access gate to drop off students in the mornings. 
This has raised Health and Safety concerns: 
 
 Vehicles are entering pedestrian areas to turn round  
 Vehicles are in excess of the 5 mph speed limit 
 Vehicles that are trying to get out are holding up 
vehicles that are trying to get in causing congestion on 
an already busy road 

 
To alleviate this problem and to reduce the risk to staff and 
students we have decided to make this a staff only access 
gate from 8.00 a.m. to 9.00 a.m. and an exit gate from 3.45 
p.m. to 4.30 p.m. After this time it will be open for leisure 
centre uses only. 
 
Thank you for your cooperation. 

Money Matters 
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