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Headteacher Editorial 

The start of the new academic year has been very good 
indeed. I am especially pleased with the way in which the 
new staff have settled in and how they have been made 
to feel so welcome in their first few weeks at Heber. I am 
similarly impressed with the start our 210 new Year 7s 
have made, as well as the 135 Year 12 students starting 
their Sixth Form careers in September.  So much has 
happened already in the past eight weeks and we hope 
to capture much of it in this edition of Heber highlights. 

Jeans for Genes Day was well supported 
again this year.  This annual fundraising 
event took place on Friday 20th 
September. Staff and students could 
wear jeans at School and make a 

donation. Together we raised over 
£1,033 for gene therapy & research. 

The annual Year 7 Music Day 
supported by Music for Life on 
Thursday 3rd October, was 
another great success 
reflected in the packed Main 
School Hall for the evening’s 
performance. Over 110 of our 
new Year 7 students 
entertained the audience 
having spent the day in Choir, 
Samba or Orchestra 
workshops practising their set 
pieces for the evening 
performance. This year it was also great to have the Year 
7 Choir accompanied by Sixth Formers Lucas Humphries 
(Head Boy) and Morgan Tomlins. 

The 13th annual Governors’ Day followed the next week 
on Thursday 10th October. The governors visited many 
tutor groups during PSHCE in Period 1.  This also 
allowed them the opportunity to have student voice 
meetings with groups from Year 7/8, Year 9/10 and Sixth 
Form. Later in the morning, the governors then visited 
over 26 classes as well as meeting some Year 11s to 
review the support they have had for their first mocks of 
the academic year.  In the afternoon, there was a Full 
Governing Body Meeting with new Parent Governor, Mr 
N Walker in attendance. The focus was on setting the 
School’s strategic direction for the next academic year.  

The Harvest 
Assembly on 
Thursday 17th 
October was very 
humbling and CATH 
(Chester Aid to the 
Homeless) were once 
again overwhelmed 
by your generosity. 

The CEO of CATH (Mr Bisset) and his co-worker (Mr 
Edwards) took all the decorated harvest boxes back to 
their HQ to distribute through their foodbanks to support 
the homeless in our locality. 

 

Our Sixth Formers have been busy this term preparing 
for life after Heber. Many of our Upper Sixth students are 
aiming high and applying for Veterinary Science, 
Medicine or Oxbridge and have sent off their applications 
ahead of schedule. Lucy Cornes is applying to study 
Biology at Oxford along with Jessica Roberts (Medicine), 
Miranda Hopkins (History) and Mollie Carnelley (Maths). 
We have two Veterinary Science students (Seren Wright, 
Ross Thomasson) and two Medics (Lauren McCarthy, 
Nathan Wilde). We were lucky to have a visit from former 
student, Kia Owen, who led a discussion on the 
application process, interviews and what to expect from 
life at Oxford. Lower Sixth visited the Oxbridge 'Target 
One' Conference last week, with one Lower Sixth 
student, Anna Williamson volunteering to partake in a 
mock interview! Our Sixth Formers also enjoyed an 
informative talk from Dr. Armson about the possibilities 
that Higher Level Apprenticeships can offer, including 
Degree Apprenticeships. 

This year’s whole School 
production is Evita. This Andrew 
Lloyd Webber and Tim Rice 
musical is their follow-up to Jesus 
Christ Superstar, which we staged 
last year. The show tells the story 
of the rise to power of Argentina's 
first lady Eva Peron and features 
the classic songs Don't Cry for Me 
Argentina, Another Suitcase in 
Another Hall and You Must Love 
Me. Please come along and 
support any one of the four performances. The 
production runs for four nights from Tuesday 19th to 
Friday 22nd November.  Tickets will be available from our 
online box office from Tuesday 5th November at:  
https://yourboxoffice.co.uk/bishop-heber-high-school 

 

Academic Year 2019-2020 (important dates) 

04.11.19  Students return to School (Week 2)  
05.11.19  Friends of Heber Mtg. (Conf Room 6.30 p.m.)  
07.11.19  PSHCE Day 
07.11.19  Remembrance Assembly (SPH 9.10 a.m.) 
14.11.19  Year 7 Parents’ Information Evening (6 - 8 p.m.)  
18-22.11.19 School Production: Evita (MSH 7 - 10 p.m.)  
28.11.19  Year 9 Parents’ Evening (SPH 4.15 -7.15 p.m.)  

03.12.19 ATC Civilian Committee Mtg. (7.15 p.m.) 
05.12.19  Upper Sixth Parents’ Eve (SPH 4.15-7.15 p.m.)  
12/13.12.19 Sixth Form Revue (MSH 7 p.m.) tbc 
17.12.19  Carol Concert (St Oswald’s, Malpas 7 p.m.)  
19.12.19  Christmas Lunch  
19.12.19  KS3 Christmas Disco (MSH 7 - 10 p.m.) tbc 
20.12.19  End of Autumn Term (12.25 p.m. finish) 

Please visit our website for further information. 

Follow us on @BishopHeberHS / @Heber_Head 
or for sports fixture/updates @HeberSport  

http://www.bishopheber.cheshire.sch.uk/
https://yourboxoffice.co.uk/bishop-heber-high-school


 

   
 

     

Trips 

Spanish Exchange 2019 

 

In October, 18 students and two members of staff from 
the Heber took part in the annual Spanish Exchange 
trip to Valdepeñas in Spain. This is the 26th consecutive 
year that the School has taken part in a cultural 
exchange programme with Spanish students from the 
Instituto Bernardo de Balbuena. Throughout the trip 
students stayed with host families for the duration 
sampling home life in a Spanish family and being 
immersed in the language. 
 

 
 
In addition to time spent with families, Heber students 
also took part in many cultural visits, taking in the sights 
of Toledo both on foot and by the tourist train. Heber 
students also got the opportunity to visit the Castle of 
Calatrava la Nueva, the largest castle in Spain and an 
important battleground in the fight between Moors and 
Christians during the 13th century. We also found time 
to take in the El Greco art museum and birthplace. This 
year was a real action-packed cross-curricular 
experience with opportunities to learn about history, 
geography, religion, art, music, food and of course 
Spanish! We were given a feel for local industry and 
learnt all about the history of wine production in the 
town. Plenty of time was left for souvenir shopping and 
sampling typical Spanish food at a large get together of 
families. 

 
In Valdepeñas itself 
we were formally 
greeted by the 
Mayor of the town 
who made us feel 
very welcome, 
making comparisons 
between Britain and 
Spain and 
highlighting the 
benefits of cultural exchanges. We even appeared on 
local TV and in the newspaper! All in all, good friends 
and superb hospitality made for everyone having a 
fantastic time. 
 

Our Spanish partner 
School are due to visit 
in March 2020 and 
exact dates will be 
confirmed very shortly. 
I know that all of our 
students are looking 
forward to being 
reunited with their 
newfound friends. 

 
 

 
 
Special thanks must also go to Mrs. Jacobson for her 
hard work and support during the trip. ¡Gracias a todos! 
 
Mr D Blanchard 
 

Theatre Trip 
 
On the afternoon of Thursday 3rd October, 100 Year 11 
students were given the opportunity to visit Theatre 
Severn to see their exam text being performed. 
 
Stephen Daldry’s production of ‘An Inspector Calls’ was 
a dramatic interpretation of a play that the students 
have studied for a year. 
 
Students were engaged from the beginning and 
thoroughly enjoyed a show that left them laughing, 
gasping and enthralled by this piece of theatrical magic. 



 

   
 

     

 
 
After the performance students were heard debating the 
interpretation of the characters and arguing why they 
felt one was more to blame than the other. The perfect 
platform to go back to the classroom and develop their 
exam skills. 
 
Miss L Usher 
 

Parliament Calling 
 
We welcomed Ian Lucas MP, the Labour MP of 
Wrexham back into the Heber to meet Sixth Form 
History and Politics students. A really interesting Q&A 
session on current political issues took place, and 
inevitably Brexit came up a bit! 
 

 
 
History students were also able to ask Ian about his 
thoughts on areas of the course he was in Parliament 
for, such as laws that have arisen since the days of 
New Labour. We thank Ian for taking the time to come 
in and see us at us at such a busy time, one day before 
the historic ‘Super Saturday’ vote in Parliament! 
 
Mr J Penlington 
 

Trek to Everest Base Camp 

Former Headteacher, Mr Michael Carding will be 
trekking to Everest Base Camp in November. He is 
booked to join an expedition organised by KE adventure 
with his friend from Durham university days and long-
time trekking partner Mr Tony Gray. This time he has 
decided to combine a personal challenge with raising 
some money for causes close to his heart. 

 
 
He is asking for sponsorship to support two “hands-on” 
Shrewsbury charities and a Nepalese charity with a 
focus on children and Community Health; 
 

 Shrewsbury Food Hub collects surplus food from 
retailers and distributes it to needy organisations. 
Michael is a volunteer. 

 Shrewsbury Street Pastors are out on Saturday 
nights helping young party-goers who get into 
difficulty and supporting the emergency services. 
Michael’s wife, Gill, is a volunteer. 

 Childreach Nepal was run by Tshering Lama, who 
is now a Patron while also initiating other Nepalese 
community projects. He is an amazing man who 
Michael and Gill helped through Higher Education 
in the UK 20 years ago. 

 
To donate you can keep it simple and donate directly to 
Michael or alternatively, you can donate online at 
Michael’s Go Fund Me page; 
https://www.gofundme.com/f/u23rd-everest-base-camp 

Clubs 

Debate Club 
 
Students from Years 9-13 have once again been 
enjoying the opportunity of joining Debating Society, 
helping them to develop their skills of reasoning, 
evaluation, critical analysis and forming persuasive 
arguments. 
 

 
 
 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/u23rd-everest-base-camp


 

   
 

     

After thorough research and working together as teams 
to provide speakers with their speeches, our first debate 
was held on the motion “Politicians should pay more 
attention to Greta Thunberg”, with the speakers in 
favour of the motion ultimately claiming victory. Lively 
discussions have been held on topics from Brexit, to 
organ donation and the use of performance-enhancing 
drugs in sport. Currently we are focussing on 
preparation for a debate on the topic of whether there is 
a need for feminism in 2019; focussing on whether 
famous people such as Beyonce and Ariana Grande 
help or hinder the feminist cause. 
 
Any news stories which provide strong oppositional 
opinions will provide material for debate and the 
students choose their own motions for debate. All 
students in Years 9-13 are welcome, with particular 
benefit to Sixth Form and GCSE students, as this is a 
valuable contribution to any university or job application. 
Debating Society is held on Tuesday lunchtimes in 
RE2. 
 
Mrs N Stubbs 
 

Library Events 
 

Roald Dahl Day 
 
Each year, Roald Dahl Day is celebrated on the 13th 
September. To celebrate at Heber library this year, 
‘Golden Tickets’ where hidden around School for 
students to find. Check out the winners’ gallery; 
 

  
 

  

  
 

  
 

  
 
Lucky finders of the golden tickets, brought their ticket 
to the library helpdesk to win a book of their choice and 
for delicious surprises for themselves and a friend! 
 
Miss L Kinsella 
 

International School Library Month 
 
Throughout October the world celebrates the work of 
school libraries with International School Library Month 
(ISLM) and the 2019 theme is ‘Let’s Imagine’. To 
celebrate this year, the library has; 

 Recruited new student librarians 

 Launched two new after School reading groups  

 Celebrated National Poetry Day 

 Signed up for the 2019 Bookmark Exchange 
Project co-ordinated by the International 
Association of School Librarianship 

 



 

   
 

     

Bookmark Exchange Project 2019 
 

 
 

As part of International School Library Month, the library 
is going global by joining the 2019 Bookmark Exchange 
Project; this involves creating bookmarks and sending 
them to different countries around the world and 
students involved will then receive bookmarks in return.  
 
This year, Bishop Heber High School has been 
matched with Schools in India and Croatia to exchange 
bookmarks (check out the map below). 
 
Miss L Kinsella 
 

National Poetry Day 
 
Thursday 3rd October marked 
the 25th anniversary of 
National Poetry Day. 
 
To celebrate, pop-up poetry 
appeared around School on 
the day based on this year's 
theme of 'Truth'. 
 
Students and staff were free 
to read and enjoy the truth poems as they discovered 
them throughout the day and for those who wanted to 
write their own poem, they could get involved online - 
#MyNPDPoem 
 
Miss L Kinsella 

Croatia 

India 



 

   
 

     

Performing Arts 
 
 



 

   
 

     

Success & Achievement 

Sailing Success 
Cadets from the RN 
section attended the 
RN National regatta at 
HMS Excellent, 
Portsmouth. The 
weekend’s racing was 
highly competitive as 
conditions varied from 
a complete lack of 
wind on the Saturday 
to a storm force gale 
on the Sunday 
morning. 
 
As Heber team had 
never raced in strong 
tidal conditions on the 
sea this added to the 
learning for them. 
Despite being one of 

only two state Schools at the regatta they did extremely 
well and came 10th in a fleet of 23. Well done! Our next 
national competition will be the 12 hour race (the sailing 
version of a Le Mons) in the summer. 
 
Mr M Ridley Thomas 

Sports 

Tennis 
After attending a focused training week during activity 
week, Jemimah Choi (10H&J) has had an extremely 
successful season; 

 Won Warrington Junior Open U16s Girls Singles 

 Won Warrington Junior Open U16s Girls Doubles 

 Won Leicester Open Women’s Singles 

 

She also won the North Wales Regional Finals Road to 
Wimbledon event, and competed at Wimbledon for the 
second year running in August 2019. She lost in the 
semi-finals of the Girls Singles and also reached the 
semi-finals in the Girls Doubles event. 

   

In the last week of term Jemimah won the U14s Girls 
Singles at the Huddersfield Open. During the summer 
holidays she competed in the Welsh Championships 
winning the U14s Girls Singles and the U16s Girls 
Doubles. She finished the year as second in North 
Wales, sixth in Wales and ranked 115th in the UK for 
her age group. She now moves to U16s. In Open Age - 
Johanna Konta is Number One and Jemimah is 
currently ranked 555th in UK!! 
 
Mr M Lindley 
 

Football and Hockey 
 

 
 
60 students looking smart in their new match kit kindly 
sponsored by Delta Rock Group for their forthcoming 
Barcelona football/hockey tour this October half term. 
 
Mr M Lindley 
 
 
  



 

   
 

     

 

Request from the Main School Office 
Your help with the following would be appreciated:- 

Lost property: 

 Please ensure all items of School clothing and 
equipment is clearly named/labelled. 

Equipment: 

 Please ensure your child comes to School with 
the correct equipment for the day. Please do not allow 
students to bring any items of value in to School as we 
cannot accept responsibility for any loss or damage. 

 

Secure Online Payments 
Did you know that Bishop Heber High School offers a 
secure online payment system allowing parents to 
make payments for School meals or School visits fees 
by credit or debit card? 

 
Tucasi is available at http://scopay.com/bishopheber 
and there is also a link through our School website. 
Transactions are carried out using the highest security. 
The system enables parents to pay for cashless 
catering, School visits and activities at a convenient 
time without the need to send cash or cheques into 
School. Parents can log into their own secure pages to 
see a list of items available to their child and Tucasi even 
keeps a history of all past payments made. If you need 
a reminder of you logon details, please email the 
Finance Office; finance@bishopheber.cheshire.sch.uk 

Please note, when making online payments please 
ensure the "continue" button is clicked to fully complete 
the transaction. Successful transactions are issued with 
an email from each of Worldpay and Scopay. 

 
If the "continue" button is not clicked only one email 
from Worldpay will be received, the bank account will 
be debited, however the payment will not be sent 
through to the students’ account. If this occurs, please 
contact the Finance Office to report the issue - 
finance@bishopheber.cheshire.sch.uk 

Free School Meals 

Did you know that by registering for Free School Meals 
your child not only has the opportunity to enjoy a Free 
School Meal but they could also be entitled to a 
substantial reduction in the cost of some educational 
visits and after School activities? 

The School also benefits from additional funding for 
children who are registered for Free School Meals or 
who have been registered in the past six years. The 
funding gives every student in the schooling system 
the same opportunities to succeed. Additional support 
mechanisms at Bishop Heber include intervention 
classes along with financial support for educational 
visits and activities. 

Am I eligible for Free School Meals? 

If as parents/guardians/carers you receive one of the 
following, you may be able to claim for Free School 
Meals: 

 Income support (IS) 

 Income Based Jobseekers Allowance (IBJSA) 

 Income-related Employment and Support 
Allowance (ESA(IR) 

 Support under part VI of the Immigration and 
Asylum Act 1999 

 Child Tax Credit (but not Working Tax Credit) 
and have an annual income (as assessed by Her 
Majesty's Revenue and Customs) that does not 
exceed £16,190 

 The Guarantee element of State Pension Credit 

Free School Meals Helpline - 0300 123 7039 
Free School Meals Information - 
https://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/.../school- 
meals.aspx  

The Free School Meals team can assess your claim over 
the phone using an eligibility checker to confirm 
entitlement. 
 

Road Safety 
 
It has been noted that some vehicles are using the Sixth 

Form access gate to drop off students in the mornings. 
This has raised Health and Safety concerns: 
 
 Vehicles are entering pedestrian areas to turn round  
 Vehicles are in excess of the 5 mph speed limit 
 Vehicles that are trying to get out are holding up 
vehicles that are trying to get in causing congestion on 
an already busy road 

 
To alleviate this problem and to reduce the risk to staff 
and students we have decided to make this a staff only 
access gate from 8.00 a.m. to 9.00 a.m. and an exit gate 
from 3.45 p.m. to 4.30 p.m. After this time it will be open 
for leisure centre uses only. 
 
Thank you for your cooperation. 

Money Matters 

http://scopay.com/bishopheber
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https://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/.../school-%20meals.aspx
https://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/.../school-%20meals.aspx

