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ART AND DESIGN A-LEVEL                                                            

                                         
If you are thinking of a future career in any of the creative industries such as 

Advertising, Architecture, Art, Crafts, Fashion, Film, Gaming Industries, 

Publishing, Graphics, etc., then the Art and Design AS/A2 Level course is a 

valuable choice for you to consider. The subject promotes real independent 

and creative thinking which are in high demand in the jobs market.  The 

creative industries are thriving in the UK and have grown at double the rate of 

the economy as a whole during the last 10 years.  

‘An Oasis of Excellence’ (Ofsted report) 

‘A well-conceived course in which student achievement is supported by access 

to a rich variety of sources, media and specialist equipment.’ (AQA chief 

moderator) 

‘A beacon of good practice, there is evidence of excellent course structure, an 

exciting range of topics is offered’ (AQA Exam Board) 

Art and Design at post 16 continues to flourish at Bishop Heber. Pupils are 

offered the opportunity to really stretch their ability and we are proud to 

celebrate that recent successes include students being accepted on the 

prestigious ‘Young Artists in Tuscany’ course and the placement of students on 

degree courses at internationally renowned prestigious art schools such as 

Central St Martins, London, Goldsmiths, London and Glasgow School of Art 

and Edinburgh University. A number of our students also successfully gain 

entry to study Architecture, History of Art and Graphic Design.  

Students enjoy excellent support and varied schemes of study. The curriculum 

is enhanced by a variety of trips and visits. They are given excellent guidance 

on career progression and choice of higher education courses that are right for 

them. 

We run an unendorsed Art and Design A-level which allows students to explore 

an exciting variety of both two and three-dimensional as well as digital media 

and materials, encouraging experimentation, diversity and risk-taking. 

 

                                                                                                                               AQA 

 
Component 1 (NON-EXAM ASSESSMENT 20%) 
 
Broad-based starting point set by the Art Department, such as: ‘Contamination’,  

This will involve some initial skills-based workshops, (such as Drawing, painting, 
photography and sculpture) followed by individual development of ideas leading to 
broader final outcomes.  Candidates will be introduced to a variety of experiences 
employing a range of media, processes and techniques appropriate to their concept.  

Component 2 (NON-EXAM ASSESSMENT 20%) 

Component 2 will be a more independently led set of work which may have a 
different starting point or be an extension of the previous component into a deeper, 
more personal investigation. 

Component 3 (NON-EXAM ASSESSMENT 20%) 

You will select and develop a personally interesting theme based on an idea, issue or 
concept, supported by 1000-3000 words. 

Component 2 (CONTROLLED TEXT 40%) 

You will receive from AQA a list of varied starting points from which to produce a 
visual response, with up to eight weeks preparatory time and culminating in the 
production a final piece of work within 15 hours controlled, unaided time. 

Entry Criteria: 
You should have attained preferably a Grade B or above but at least a Grade C in 
GCSE Art. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BIOLOGY                                                                                                     AQA 

                                                                               
Biology involves the study of a wide range of exciting topics, ranging from 
molecular biology to the study of ecosystems and from microorganisms to 
mammoths. It is one of the most popular A-level subjects in the country and will 
help you to develop a wide range of data handling, investigation and evaluation 
skills. Biology is a great choice of subject for independent students who want a 
career in health and clinical professions such as medicine, dentistry, veterinary 
science, physiotherapy, pharmacy, optometry, nursing, zoology, marine biology 
or forensic science. 
 
The AS qualification requires you to study four units.  The main topics of study 
for AS are: 
 

1. Biological molecules 
2. Cells 
3. Organisms exchange substances with their environment 
4. Genetic information, variation and relationships between organisms 
 

Two AS examinations will assess these topics, as well as your practical skills 
knowledge, at the end of Year 12. 
  
The A-level qualification requires you to study a further four units: 
 

5. Energy transfers in and between organisms 
6. Organisms respond to changes in their internal and external 

environment 
7. Genetics, populations, evolution and ecosystems 
8. The control of gene expression 
 

Three A-level examinations will assess all 8 topics at the end of Year 13. You 
will also complete a lab book evidencing 12 specified practicals. 
 
A-level students will be expected to complete Biology fieldwork in Year 13.  
The fieldwork is on Anglesey and we stay at the Conway Centre. 
 
Entry Criteria: 
To take A-level Biology, a minimum Grade C is required in Additional (Higher) 
or Separate Science (Biology). 
 
 
 
 
 

CHEMISTRY                                                                                                          AQA 

AS or A-level Chemistry is very well regarded in the employment market and is 
mandatory for entry to many University courses e.g. Medicine, Dentistry, Pharmacy, 
Veterinary, Biological Sciences.  
 
AS CHEMISTRY COURSE  
 
Topics to be studied at AS include: 
   
Atomic Structure, 
Amount of Substance, 
Chemical Bonding, 
Periodicity, 
Introduction to Organic 
Chemistry. 
  

Energetics, Kinetics,  
Equilibria, Redox Reactions,   
Group VII The Halogens, 
Extraction of Metals, 
Further Organic Chemistry, 
Analytical Techniques. 

 

 
Examination AS – at the end of year 12 
 
ADVANCED LEVEL CHEMISTRY COURSE  
 
Topics to be studied at A2 are those for the AS course and the additional topics 
below: 
   
Further Physical and 
Organic Chemistry, 
Kinetics, Equilibria, Acids 
and Bases, Nomenclature 
and Isomerism in Organic 
Chemistry, Compounds 
containing the Carbonyl 
Group, Aromatic 
Chemistry, Amines, Amino 
Acids, Polymers. 

Organic Synthesis and Analysis, 
Structure Determination, 
Thermodynamics, Periodicity, 
Redox Equilibria, Transition 
Metals, Reactions of Inorganic 
compounds in aqueous solution. 
  

 

 
Examination (A2) – at the end of year 13 
 
Entry Criteria:  
To take A-level Chemistry, a minimum Grade B is required in Mathematics and 
Additional or Separate Science (Chemistry). 
  
 
 



COMPUTER SCIENCE 

 
This subject requires knowledge of a high level programming language.  This 
means that those students who have studied Computer Science at GCSE will 
have a distinct advantage. Having said that, there is no previous subject 
requirement for studying Computing at A-level, although those who are 
comfortable with mathematical concepts are likely to find the course easier. 
There is no coursework at AS level, and most lessons will not involve using a 
computer, until A2 where a major programming project is attempted.   
 
The course will be suitable for people wishing to continue doing Computer 
Science at university, or courses such as games development or systems 
design. You may find that such courses also require another science as well as 
Computing, although this is heavily dependent on the institution. 
 
Computing A-level is also complementary to many other subjects where a 
deeper understanding of computers is desirable, e.g. Geography, Geological or 
Environmental Science, Business and Sciences. 

01 Computer Systems  
This component will be a traditionally marked and structured question paper 
with a mix of question types: short-answer, longer-answer, and levels of 
response mark-scheme-type questions. It will cover the characteristics of 
contemporary systems architecture and other areas including the following:  
  
 Software and its development  
 Types of programming languages  
 Data types, representation and structures  
 Exchanging data and web technologies  
 Following algorithms  
 Using Boolean algebra  
 Legal, moral and ethical issues  

02 Algorithms and Programming  

This component will be a traditionally marked and structured question paper 
with two sections, both of which will include a mix of question types: short-
answer, longer-answer, and levels of response mark-scheme-type questions.  
 
 

 

 

                                                                                                                               OCR 

 
Section A 

 

Traditional questions concerning computational thinking.  

 Elements of computational thinking 

 Programming and problem solving  

 Pattern recognition, abstraction and decomposition  

 Algorithm design and efficiency 

 Standard algorithms 
 

Section B  

 
There will be a scenario/task contained in the paper, which could be an algorithm or 
a text page-based task, which will involve problem solving.  

03 Programming Project  

External postal moderation or repository.  

Students and/or centres select their own user-driven problem of an appropriate size 
and complexity to solve. This will enable them to demonstrate the skills and 
knowledge necessary to meet the assessment objectives. Students will need to 
analyse the problem, design a solution, implement the solution and give a thorough 
evaluation. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY – FOOD  

Why choose Food Technology?  
 
“It's amazing how pervasive food is. Every second commercial is for food. 
Every second TV episode takes place around a meal. In the city, you can't go 
ten feet without seeing or smelling a restaurant. There are 20 foot high 
hamburgers up on billboards. I am acutely aware of food, and its omnipresence 
is astounding”. 
Adam Scott, The Monkey Chow Diaries 
 
Food Technology can prepare you for a rewarding career in new product 
development, nutrition and dietetics, catering, journalism, environmental 
health, laboratory work, food retailing, nursing, social work and teaching. 
A career in the food industry will put you in the middle of the largest and most 
important economic activity in the world.  The food and drink manufacturing 
industry is the single largest manufacturing sector in the UK. It employs some 
470,000 people, representing 13% of the manufacturing workforce in the UK 
and has a turnover of £75bn accounting for 15% of the total manufacturing 
sector. Ours is the fourth largest food and drink manufacturing industry in the 
world. In addition, an estimated 1.2 million workers in ancillary activities 
depend on a successful food and drink industry for their jobs.  Demand for 
graduates in this study area is approximately four times higher than the 
number of graduates leaving university, therefore career prospects are 
excellent. A number of local higher education providers offer further courses 
and degrees that previous students have enjoyed. 
 
Food Technology links well with Business Studies, Sports Science, Chemistry 
and Biology. This means Food Technology can either be your specialist topic, 
or play a supporting role for other subjects. If you have enjoyed lessons at 
GCSE then you will enjoy AS level as the structure is very similar and the 
content builds on your current knowledge. 
 
The Course 
This course encourages you to take a broad view of design and technology, 
and food science and nutrition to develop your capacity to design and make 
products and to appreciate the complex relations between ingredients, design, 
manufacture and marketing. 
D&T Food Technology helps to develop a number of skills: 
- Cooking and experimental practical work 
- How to research, analyse and investigate 
- How to create new products for a variety of target markets 
- How to develop your own ideas 
 

                                                                                                                               AQA                                                                                                                            

 
Entry Criteria: 
Any student who has a GCSE Grade C or above in Food Technology will be able to 
enrol on the course.                                                                                            

AS Outline  
At AS, you will study nutrition and designing and making food products. Your 
knowledge of food science and the wide range of ingredients and components used 
in the making of food products are developed.  Coursework will give you the 
opportunity to develop and solve a problem relating to food design and you will 
receive marks for your making skills. The examination tests knowledge, 
understanding and design skills. 
 

AS 1551 Unit Content %  

FOOD1 Written Exam 
Paper 
1-½ hours 

Materials and Components  50% of AS 
(25% of A2 mark) 

FOOD2 Coursework 
50-hours 

Manufactured outcome(s) 
Coursework may take a 
number of forms: a single 
design-and-make project, 
two smaller projects or a 
portfolio of work 

50% of AS 
(25% of A2 mark) 

 

A2 2541 Unit Content %  

FOOD3 Written Paper 
2-hours 
Synoptic unit 
 

Based primarily on Design 
and Manufacture and 
consisting of two sections 
Candidates answer three 
questions: one question from 
three in each section, plus a 
final question from either 
section 
Includes synoptic 
assessment 

25% of A2 mark 

FOOD4  Written (or electronic) design 
folder 
Manufactured outcome 
Candidates submit evidence 
of a single, substantial 
designing and making activity 

25% of A2 mark 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             



DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY – PRODUCT DESIGN  

  
o Are you interested in Designers past and present? 
o Are you interested in technologies and how they have changed 

the course of industrial manufacturing? 
o Could you design the next Mobile Phone, Electric Car, 

Ergonomically perfect chair, waterproof jacket? 
 
YES? 
Well we can help you gain the knowledge needed to follow the path in a 
Design and Technology related career.  
 
The Product Design course gives you the opportunity to develop the Design 
and Make skills learnt during the GCSE Resistant Materials and Graphic 
Products courses.  The course allows you to research the competitive world 
of design and marketing, looking at the history of design movements and 
who/what has influenced the designs or products through the ages.  You will 
research developments in materials, production methods and industrial 
practices.  The knowledge gained will be reflected in the different areas of 
the coursework which will allow you to develop and demonstrate your 
designing and making skills. 
 
A good understanding of the design skills used at GCSE is essential for 
those students who aspire to follow Product Design at AS and A2 and 
possibly beyond. 
 
The course is de-couple: 

 

AS 7551 Unit Content %  

Paper 1 Written Exam 
Paper 
2 hours 

Core technical 
principles and 
designing and making 
principles 
Additional specialist 
knowledge 

50% 
 

Non 
Examined 
Assessment 

Substantial 
design and 
make task 
45 hours 

Practical application 
of technical principles, 
designing and making 
principles and 
specialist knowledge. 

50% 
 

 
 
 

AQA 

 

A Level  7552 Unit Content %  

Paper 1 Written Exam 
Paper 
2 hours 
 

Core technical principles 
and core designing and 
making principles, Mixture of 
short answer, multiple 
choice and extended 
response. 

25%  

Paper 2 Written Exam 
Paper 
2 hours 
 

Specialist knowledge, 
technical and designing and 
making principles.  
Mixture of short answer, 
multiple choice and 
extended response 
questions. 
Section A: 

o Product Analysis 
o Up to 6 short 

answer questions 
based on visual 
stimulus of 
product(s) 

Section B: 
o Commercial 

manufacture 
o Mixture of short and 

extended response 
questions 

25% 

Non 
examin
ed 
Assess
ment 

Substantial 
design and make 
task  
45 hours 

Practical application of 
technical principles, 
designing and making 
principles and specialist 
knowledge. 

50% 

 
Entry Criteria: 
Any student who has a GCSE Grade C or above in D&T Resistant Materials or D&T 
Graphic Products will be able to enrol on the course. 
 
 
 
 
                                                                           



AQA DRAMA and THEATRE STUDIES 

 

Candidates will gain knowledge and understanding of the theatre practice 
through their own engagement with the medium as both participant and 
informed audience member. Candidates will develop performance and/or 
production skills appropriate to the creation and realisation of drama and 
theatre: 
 
The subject content for AS Drama and Theatre is divided into two 
components: 

1. Interpreting drama  
2. Process and performance 
 
Component 1: Interpreting drama 
 
Students are assessed on their: 

 Knowledge and understanding of drama and theatre 

 Study of one set play from a choice of seven 

 Analysis and evaluation of the work of live theatre makers 

Assessment: Written exam: Two question paper,1 Hr and 45mins 40% of AS 

 
Component 2: Process and performance 
 
Students are assessed on: 

 Practical exploration and theatrical interpretation of two extracts 
(Extract 1 and 2) each taken from a different play 

 Methodology of a prescribed practitioner must be applied to Extract 2 

Assessment: Extract 2 is to be performed as a final assessed piece (students 
may contribute as performer, designer or director), Portfolio evidencing 
interpretive process and analysis and evaluation of performance Portfolio.  
60% of AS 

The AS A2 are taught simultaneously. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                 

 

The A Level Specification is divided into three components: 

1. Drama and theatre 
2. Creating original drama 
3. Making theatre 

 
Component 1:  

 

Students are assessed on: 

 Knowledge and understanding of drama and theatre   

 Study of two set plays, one chosen from List A, one chosen from List B  

 Analysis and evaluation of the work of live theatre makers 

Assessment: Written exam: Three question paper, 3 Hr and 40% of A- level 

 

Component 2: Creating original drama 

 

Students are assessed on: 

• Process of creating devised drama  

• Performance of devised drama (students may contribute as performer, 
designer or director)  

• Devised piece must be influenced by the work and methodologies of one 
prescribed practitioner 

 

Assessment: Working notebook. Devised performance : 30% of A-level 

 

Component 3: Making theatre - practically 

 

Students are assessed on: 

• Practical exploration and interpretation of Extract 1, 2 and 3, each taken from 
a different play 

• Methodology of a prescribed practitioner must be applied to Extract 3. 
Extract 3 is to be performed as a final assessed piece (students may 
contribute as performer, designer or director)  

• Reflective report analysing and evaluating theatrical interpretation of all three 
extracts 

 

Assessments: Performance of Extract 3. Reflective report. 30% of A-level 

 
 



ECONOMICS AND BUSINESS  

 
Economics and Business are exciting and diverse subjects that will provide you 
with extensive subject knowledge and a range of transferable skills eg: 
Application of Number, Communication and ICT and is an excellent 
complementary subject that provides reinforcement to any subject at this level 
of learning.  Economics and Business aim to enable students to have a critical 
understanding of business and the ability to apply their theoretical knowledge 
and analytical skills in further education and the workplace. 

Economics and Business at Bishop Heber are offered as two clearly distinctive 
courses to match different learning styles. 

All courses are fully supported with varied and practical visits including: 

 Jaguar LandRover – Production and International Perspective 

 Audi – Marketing 

 HSBC ( M&S Bank) – Human Resources 

 Chester Zoo – Customer Service 

 Liverpool John Lennon Airport – External Influences 

Advanced Level Economics AS/A2 
 
Economics provides an exciting progression from GCSE in Business (or a 
starting point if the subject as not been studied at GCSE) to a range of courses 
in further education and university in Economics and Business related subjects 
Economics enables students to use real-world business context to help them. 
Students also use data to help them analyse market and economies, and how 
government try to influence both.  Students use economic theory to explain 
events and develop an understanding of the strategies employed by 
businesses in responding to those events 
It provides a broad Economics education before you decide to specialise in 
your chosen career area such as accountancy, human resource management, 
further economics, law and marketing.  The Subject can be studied as both an 
AS level or an A level qualification.AS qualification will be examined on both 
Theme 1 and Theme 2, whereas the A Level qualification will be examined 
across Theme 1,2,3 and 4.   
The AS students will take two external examinations, and when taking the 
subject on to A Level students will take 3 examinations. 

                                                                                                                      EDEXCEL       

 

Theme 1 – Markets, consumers and firms 
The unit covers: Scarcity, choice, potential conflicts. Enterprise, business and the 
economy, Sources and methods of finance, Market failure and government 
intervention, Revenues, costs and profits. 
 
Theme 2 – The wider economic environment 
The unit covers:  Business growth and competitive advantage, Marketing and 
elasticities of demand, Increasing business efficiency, Life in a global economy,    
The economic cycle, Introduction to macroeconomic policy. 
 
Theme 3 – The global economy 
The unit covers:  Globalisation, Business expansion, Global Marketing, Multi-national 
corporations, Global labour markets, Inequality and redistribution 
 
Theme 4 – Making markets work 
The unit covers: Competition and market power, Market failure in Business, Market 
failure across the economy, Macroeconomic policies and impact on business and 
individuals, Risk and the financial sector 
 
AS examinations: 
 
Paper 1 – Markets, consumers and firms 
80 marks, 1.5 hour exam, 50% of qualification 
This paper assesses Theme 1 content. 
 
Paper 2 – The wider economic environment 
80 marks, 1.5 hour exam, 50% of qualification 
This paper assesses Theme 2 content. 
 
A-level examinations: 
 
Paper 1 – Markets and how they work:100 marks, 2 hours, 35% of qualification. 
This paper assesses Theme 1 and Theme 4 content. 
Paper 2 – Competing in the global economy:100 marks, 2 hours, 35% of 
qualification.  This paper assesses Theme 2 and Theme 3 content. 
Paper 3 – The economic environment and business: 100 marks, 2 hours, 30% of 
qualification.  This paper has a pre-released context to enable students to investigate 
an economy, industry, market or economic issue.  The paper content assesses 
content across all four themes. 
 
 
 



BTEC LEVEL 3 NATIONAL DIPLOMA IN BUSINESS 

The emphasis on this course is based very much on you acquiring the 
essential skills demanded by the industry and professions. Progress is made 
by successful completion of units of study, which are assessed assignment 
work and the completion of a portfolio. 

To achieve the National Diploma (2 A-levels) you must successfully complete 4 
mandatory plus 4 optional units.  Units are linked with a series of visits to 
business organisations and guest speakers from the world of business.  

To achieve the National Extended Certificate (1 A-level) you must successfully 
complete 3 mandatory plus 1 optional unit.  The Subsidiary Diploma and 
Diploma counts as 1 or 2 A-levels and are widely accepted by Universities, it 
carries the same UCAS points as the traditional A-level. 

Students routinely achieve their aspirational grades due to the structure and 
support offered. External Assessment of units are through a 2 hour 
examination paper and internal assessment is through a portfolio of evidence 
complied from student work. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(1 A-LEVEL) EXTENDED CERTIFICATE & BTEC LEVEL 3 NATIONAL DIPLOMA 
IN BUSINESS (2 A-LEVELS)  EDEXCEL                                                                            

                                                                                                                             
Topics covered include: EXTENDED CERTIFICATE 

 Unit 1    – Exploring Business (mandatory unit) 

 Unit 2    – Developing a Marketing Campaign (mandatory unit) 

 Unit 3    – Personal and Business Finance (mandatory unit) 

 Unit 8    – Recruitment and Selection (Internal assessment)  

Topics covered include: NATIONAL DIPLOMA 

 Unit 4    – Managing an Event (Internal assessment)  

 Unit 5    – International Business (Internal assessment) 

 Unit 6    – Principles of Management (External Exam) 

 Unit 17  – Digital Marketing (Internal assessment) 

Each unit has equal weighting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ENGLISH LANGUAGE                                                                              WJEC 

What kind of student will enjoy the course? 
 

 Someone who is interested in words and what we do with them 
 Those who want to be consciously aware (not just instinctively) of 

language. 
 People who thrive on both analytical and creative approaches to 

language. 
What will you learn? 

 The features, structures and functions of written and spoken language 
 The differences (but not inferiorities, nor superiorities) between 

speech and writing. 
 Standard and non-standard grammar. 
 Some answers to intriguing questions – where do words come from?  

How many words are there?  Is political correctness a really bad idea?  
What does “Communications Infrastructure Upgrade” mean? 

 How and why language changes and varies. 
 The understanding of language social/emotional/global contexts of 

language. 
What skills will you develop and what activities will you do? 

 An understanding of everyday language. 
 The importance of the appropriateness of language (register). 
 Enhancement of our writing skills over a variety of genre and purposes 
 A grasp of the huge potential of language. 
 You will study your own and friends’/family/colleagues use of speech 

and writing. 
 You will be technically familiar with newspaper, magazine, advertising 

and multi-media uses of words. 
 There is an opportunity for in-depth research at A Level. 

What could you do at the end of the course? 
 Some students have gone on to study Linguistics at University. 
 The vast majority of students earn good results and most exceed their 

expected grades. 
 English Language combines well with most subjects including 

Literature and Media Studies. 
 For this reason, it is a versatile A-level subject to take and can be used 

in many ways. 
 
Entry Criteria:   
A minimum Grade C in English Language (Higher Tier) 
 
 
 

ENGLISH LITERATURE                                                                                     WJEC   

 
English Literature is concerned with the study of poetry, prose and drama.  The 
course aims to help you to develop your interest in and enjoyment of literature and 
literary studies through reading widely and independently both set texts and others 
that you will have selected for yourself. 
 
During your studies you will be encouraged to engage creatively with texts and 
different ways of responding to them thinking about both your own views and those of 
other readers. 
 
During your course there will be theatre visits to see texts that you are studying in 
performance and activities such as visiting theatre directors working with you to help 
you towards a more sophisticated understanding of drama. 
 
What abilities are important? 
 

 Interest and enthusiasm 
 Ability to formulate, structure and sustain an argument 
 An open mind, curiosity and a willingness to change 
 Love of, and confidence in reading 
 Creativity 
 Independent study skills 

 
What will I be studying? 
 
There are a number of possibilities about set texts and the precise breakdown of the 
units but the following aspects of English are all likely to be involved. 
 

 Modern Drama 
 20th Century poets 
 Novels from different periods 
 Shakespeare and related drama 
 Pre 1800 poetry 

 
Entry Criteria: 
At least Grade C in GCSE English Language and English Literature (Higher Tier) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MEDIA STUDIES                                                                                       WJEC 

 
What will you learn about? 
 

 Who produces the media 

 How people are represented in the media 

 How media texts work and how they affect audiences differently 

 Media Institutions 
 
What kind of students will enjoy the course? 
 

 Those who have a keen interest in the media, TV, radio, 
newspapers, Magazines, film, Internet and new technologies 

 Enjoy practical work, using technical equipment 

 Enjoy group and pair work 

 Enjoy analysing how the media work and their influence on 
audiences 

 
What skills will you develop, and what activities will you do? 
 

 You will analyse a range of media texts (Adverts, Television, Film, 
etc.) 

 You will develop essay writing/discursive skills 

 ICT skills 

 Communication skills 

 Teamwork skills 
 
What could you go on to do at the end of the course? 
 

 Media Degree (such as Journalism, Advertising, PR) 

 Any other Arts Degree course 
 

The AS/A2 Level is not training for a job in the media but will improve your 
general awareness of it and teach you production techniques which are used in 
industry. 
 
 
 

 

 

GCSE RESIT MATHS AND ENGLISH                                                   AQA & WJEC 

 
In today’s competitive economic climate, a grade C or above in Maths and English 
Language at GCSE is essential not just for University entry but also for most career 
paths. Therefore, for any student who has not achieved a C grade or above in Maths 
and English at GCSE it is compulsory to re-sit these subjects as part of their Sixth 
Form Curriculum. 
 
Classes are offered within one of the option blocks. Students wishing to take one of 
the other subjects in the block, will not be able to start these courses until they 
secure a grade C in both English and Maths. 
 
Within the Sixth Form Curriculum, resit GCSE classes are taught by Subject Staff 
from within the relevant department. Class size is normally small and will only contain 
students from within the Sixth Form.  
 
Some students when considering University entry, may find that certain courses and 
Universities require Maths or English at GCSE at higher than grade C e.g. some 
Medicine courses require an A at GCSE English Language and there is the 
opportunity for these students to join the classes with the purpose of improving their 
initial GCSE grade. It is the responsibility of the individual student to research these 
possibilities and to request the inclusion of resit GCSE on their timetable. 
 
GCSE Science resit classes are not offered within the Sixth Form Curriculum but for 
those students who wish to pursue a career in teaching, it is essential that if they 
have not achieved a grade C during Year 11, that they resit modules independently. 
The Science Department will be happy to offer advice on which modules to re-sit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GEOGRAPHY A-LEVEL                                                                                

                                                                                                                   
This course will appeal to you if you: 
  

 Have an interest in and concern for the environment. 
 Are interested in current affairs.  
 Enjoy studying a subject that is relevant to your own life and 

experience.  
 Want the opportunity to carry out practical work outdoors as well as in 

the classroom.  
 Enjoy finding out your own answers – not just being taught.  
 Want to broaden your A-level studies to cover both ‘sciences’ and 

‘humanities’.  
 Enjoy travel and finding out about new people, places, landscapes and 

events.  
 Enjoy a variety of teaching styles. 
 Like developing a variety of transferable skills through four days of 

fieldwork and data analysis. 
 Want to keep your options open – Geography AS or A-level is an 

appropriate qualification for a very wide range of higher education or 
career choice. 

 
Some of the careers that Geography can take you into include: 
Environmental Conservation, Surveying and Mapping, Town and Country 
Planning, Marine Geography, Geology, working for Local Government, etc. 
  
The course consists of two Units of Assessment at AS Level and four at A-
level: 
 
AS – Students sit two exams in the qualification 
 
Paper 1 – DYNAMIC LANDSCAPES 
 
Topics:  

• Tectonic processes and hazards 
• Coastal Landscapes and Change 
• Fieldwork and Geographical Skills 

 
Assessment: 1 hour and 45 minutes written paper, 50% of AS qualification 
 
Multiple choice questions, short open response questions, calculations and 
resource linked questions. One section of this paper will assess field work 
carried out on Coastal Landscapes.  
 

                                                                                                                      EDEXCEL 

                                                                                                                   
Paper 2 – DYNAMIC PLACES 
 
Topics: 

• Globalisation 
• Regenerating Places 

 
Assessment: 1 hour and 45 minutes written paper, 50% of AS qualification 
 
Multiple choice questions, short open response questions, calculations and resource 
linked questions. One section of this paper will assess field work carried out on 
Regenerating Place. 
 
A LEVEL QUALIFICATION – Students sit three exams in the A2 qualification 
and complete an independent investigation 
 
Paper 1 – DYNAMIC LANDSCAPES 
 
Topics: 

• Tectonic processes and landscapes (taught in Year 12) 
• Coastal Landscape and Change (taught in Year 12) 
• Water Cycle and water insecurity 
• Carbon Cycle and Energy security  
 

Assessment: 2 hours and 15 minutes written paper, 30% of A Level qualification 
 
Short open and resource linked questions. 12 marks and 20 mark extended writing 
questions. 
 
Paper 2 – DYNAMIC PLACES 
 
Topics:  

• Globalisation (taught in Year 12) 
• Regenerating Places (taught in Year 12) 
• Superpowers 
• Migration, Identity and sovereignty 

 
Assessment: 2 hours and 15 minutes written paper, 30% of A Level qualification 
 
Short open and resource linked questions. 12 mark and 20 mark extended writing 
questions.  
 
 



GEOGRAPHY A-LEVEL (continued)                                                                               

                     
Paper 3 – SYNOPTIC PAPER 
 
This paper examines students’ geographical skills using a released resource 
booklet which contains information about a geographical issue. 
 
Sections A, B and C draw synoptically on knowledge and understanding from 
compulsory content drawn from different parts of the course.  
 
Assessment: 2 hours and 15 minutes written paper, 20% of A Level 
qualification 
 
COURSEWORK – INDEPENDENT INVESTIGATION 
 
Students investigate an issue in the field. Fieldwork data will be incorporated in 
the investigation. The project will show independent analysis, evaluation of 
data, presentation of data findings and extended writing. 3000 – 4000 words in 
length. 
 
The investigation will be internally assessed and then externally moderated. 
 
20% of A Level qualification.  
 
Entry Criteria: 
Grade C or above on the Higher paper in GCSE Geography is a requirement. 
C or above in Maths and English. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
                                                               
                                                                                   



GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS                        

 
This course is designed for students with an interest in current affairs and the 
workings of the world around them.  The course involves analysing and 
debating the key issues in the way Britain and the world are run and how we 
could change things for the better (or for the worst!).  Students are encouraged 
to develop their opinions and ability to communicate arguments both in verbal 
debates and through written answers. The course covers many aspects of the 
law, economics, history and politics and is an excellent basis for a wide range 
of degrees. An inquisitive mind and an interest in the news will give you the 
basis to explore the effectiveness of everything from Prime Ministers to 
Terrorists, from Protestors to your local MP. Students will ponder big questions 
of the day and endeavour to find solutions.  

The new specification enables students to sit an AS Level qualification after 

one year of study although this does not contribute to their final A2 Level. 

For the A Level there are 3 exam units which are assessed at the end of two 

years. Below are some of the key topics of study: 

Unit 1: UK Politics 

 Political Participation: What is democracy? Is the UK really 

democratic? Is democracy worth fighting for? How important is the 

media in influencing voters? Are political parties a good thing? Does 

protesting ever really change anything? (AS Content) 

 Core Political Ideas: A study of principles and influences of 

Conservatism, Liberalism and Socialism 

Unit 2: UK Government 

 UK Government: How does the government work in the UK? Should 

we have a Constitution like the US? How does Parliament work? Are 

MPs corrupt? How effective is Theresa May? Who really holds power 

in government? (AS Content) 

 Optional Political Ideas: An in-depth study of Anarchism, Feminism, 

Multiculturalism or Nationalism 

                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                    Provisional 

 
Unit 3: Comparative Politics 

 American Politics: How is the US system different from the UK? Who really 
holds power in the US? Why do just two-parties dominate? What is the 
Supreme Court? Why is there so much debate around civil rights? Why is 
there so much division in US Politics? 

By the end of the course students will have a broad knowledge of political ideologies 
and key political issues both within British and American politics. The course starts by 
assuming a basic understanding of current events and builds up student’s confidence 
and understanding as the course progresses through a wide range of learning 
activities both within and outside the classroom context including a joint residential 
visit with History to London to visit Parliament. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



HISTORY                                                                                  

 
This course is especially designed to build on the skills and approaches 
developed in the GCSE course. History is a subject that is challenging yet 
enjoyable and extremely rewarding as we look at developments in both British 
and World History in detail and evaluate their significance. History at A level 
can lead to a wide variety of university courses and careers including Law, 
Business, Media and Journalism, but provides an excellent basis for any 
profession by providing communication, analysis and evaluative skills required 
in any high level work environment.  

There are two exam units covering a different year range in Year 12 and 13: 

Year 12  

UNIT 1: Tsarist and Communist Russia 1855-1917 – Assessed by 

Examination 

The unit looks at the changes in Russian society and leadership as the Tsarist 

regime faces increasingly challenges before finally crumbling during WW1 to 

be first replaced by a provisional government before a second revolution in 

1917 brings in Lenin and the start of Communist Russia.  

UNIT 2: The Making of Modern Britain 1951-1979 – Assessed by 

Examination 

The unit looks at the changes in Britain as it rebuilds from WW2, accepts the 

collapse of its Empire and begins to find a new place in the world while facing 

the threat of Nuclear War in the Cold War and trying to tackle unrest at home 

such as the IRA’s terrorist campaign and Trade Union disruption up to the 

election of Margaret Thatcher as the first female Prime Minister.  

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                               AQA 

Year 13 
 
UNIT 1: Tsarist and Communist Russia 1855-1964 

This unit extends the date range covered in Year 12 to look at the USSR under 
Lenin, Stalin and final Khrushchev through World War Two and into the Cold War. 
The course looks at the domestic strains such as the mass killings of the Terrors and 
the modernisation programme of the Five Year Plans to the international pressures of 
the Cold War culminating in the Cuban Missile Crisis.  

UNIT 2: The Making of Modern Britain 1951-2007 

This unit extends the date range covered in Year 12 to look at how Britain changed 
under Margaret Thatcher and later under Tony Blair looking at the controversial 
military decisions of the Falklands, Gulf and Iraq wars alongside negotiating the end 
of the IRA’s Terrorist campaign before the emergence of Al-Qaeda and the 7/7 
bombings.  

UNIT 3: Causes of the American Civil War 1775 – 1861  
(Coursework – 3000 – 3500 words)  

This unit looks into the historical debate that surrounds the causes of the American 
Civil War and the extent to which slavery was the main cause, alongside other long 
and short term problems that developed between the Northern and Southern States 
in the nineteenth century from the formation of the country, right through to the 
opening shots of the war in 1861. Students will combine contemporary sources, 
secondary sources from historians and own knowledge to produce an evaluative 
report on the debate, along with their own interpretation and conclusion.  

By the end of the course students will have an in depth understanding of what events 
have Britain to being the country it is today as well as a contrasting understanding of 
Russia which has seen a very different route in its development. Having studied 
GCSE History is beneficial, but not essential although an enthusiasm for 
understanding and analysing the past is vital.   

 

 

 

 



MATHEMATICS  

It would be difficult today (perhaps impossible) to live a normal life without 
making use of Mathematics of some kind.  Mathematics is fundamental to all 
scientific and technological work.  Putting a man on the moon and sending 
satellites into space involved sophisticated Mathematics.  (You will need a little 
more than A-level for this though!)  Experiments in medicine rely on 
mathematical models, and the computers on which to run them. 
 
Mathematics is therefore a most important A-level subject leading to a wide 
range of career opportunities.  Employment prospects are very good for able 
mathematicians.  It can also be a most satisfying and rewarding subject to 
study in its own right.  Students study different areas of Mathematics with the 
following structure: 
 
MATHEMATICS 
 
Entry Criteria: 
The course is accessible to students with at least a Grade 6 in the New  
9-1 GCSE.  
 
Content includes the following: 
 

• Mathematical argument, language and proof 
• Mathematical problem solving 
• Mathematical modelling 
• Algebra and functions 
• Coordinate geometry 
• Sequences and series 
• Trigonometry 
• Exponentials and logarithms 
• Differentiation 
• Integration 
• Numerical methods 
• Vectors 
• Statistical sampling 
• Data presentation and interpretation 
• Probability 
• Statistical distributions 
• Statistical hypothesis testing 
• Quantities and units in mechanics 
• Kinematics 
• Forces and Newton’s laws 
• Moments 
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Assessment 
 
3 x 2 hour written papers – all worth 331/3% of the Maths A Level 
 
FURTHER MATHEMATICS 
 
Entry Criteria: 
The course is a great challenge for the most able mathematicians.  It is highly 
advisable that students hoping to study for a degree in Maths, Engineering or 
Physics consider Further Maths as an option.  It is accessible to students with at 
least a Grade 8 in the New 9-1 GCSE. 
 
Content includes the following: 
 

• Complex numbers 
• Proof 
• Matrices 
• Further Algebra and Functions 
• Further Calculus 
• Further Vectors 
• Polar coordinates 
• Hyperbolic functions 
• Differential equations 

 
Assessment 
 
3 x 2 hour written papers – all worth 331/3% of the Further Maths A Level 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES – FRENCH 

 
The AQA specifications for AS and A level French are designed to encourage 
students to: 

•  develop an interest in, and enthusiasm for, language learning 
•  develop understanding of the language in a variety of contexts and 
 genres 
• communicate confidently, clearly and effectively in the language 
 for a range of purposes 
•  develop awareness and understanding of the contemporary society,  

  cultural background and heritage of countries or communities where 
 the language is spoken 

•  consider their study of the language in a broader context 
•  derive enjoyment and benefit from language learning 
•  acquire knowledge, skills and understanding for practical use, further  
 study and/or employment 

 •  communicate with speakers of the language 
 •  take their place in a multilingual global society 
 

The AS and A level courses are taught alongside a progressive and 
comprehensive grammar programme which allows students to reach a 
considerable level of proficiency. This in turn gives students the power to 
express opinions, build and put forward coherent arguments, and to write well-
balanced essays. Weekly conversation classes with a native speaker are 
arranged as an integral part of the programme. 
 
Topics at AS level 
1. Social issues and trends 
2. Artistic culture 
3. Literary texts and films 
 
Examinations at AS level 
 
Paper 1: Listening, reading and writing: 1 hr and 45 minutes  45% of AS 
What's assessed: 
• Aspects of French -speaking society: current trends 
• Artistic culture in the French -speaking world 
• Grammar 
Paper 2: Writing: 1 hr and 30 minutes:  25% of AS 
What's assessed: 
• One text or one film from the lists in the specification 
• Grammar 
Paper 3: Speaking: 12 – 14 minutes:  30% of AS 
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What's assessed: 
One sub-theme from Aspects of French-speaking society: current trends and one 
sub-theme from artistic culture in the French/German/Spanish-speaking world. 

The A level French courses cover a broad area of study and certain prescribed 
aspects for closer examination. Students study social and technological change 
alongside highlights of French-speaking artistic culture, including music and cinema.  
Students also explore the influence of the past on present-day 
French/German/Spanish-speaking communities. Throughout their studies, they will 
learn the language in the context of French/German/Spanish-speaking countries and 
the issues and influences which have shaped them. Students will study a text or a 
film. A range of grammar will be covered. Students will equip themselves with 
transferable skills such as autonomy, resourcefulness, creativity, critical thinking, and 
linguistic, cultural and cognitive flexibility that will enable them to proceed to further 
study or to employment.  Assessment tasks will be varied and cover listening, 
speaking, reading and writing skills, assessed over 3 examinations.  Weekly 
conversation classes with a native speaker are arranged as an integral part of the 
programme. 

Topics at A-level 
1. Social issues and trends 
2. Political and artistic culture 
3. Literary texts and films 
 
Examinations at A-level 
Paper 1: Listening, reading and writing: 2 hrs and 30 minutes:  40% of A level 
What's assessed: 
• Aspects of French-speaking society: current trends 
• Aspects of French-speaking society: current issues 
• Artistic culture in the French-speaking world 
• Aspects of political life in the French/German/Spanish-speaking world 
• Grammar 
Paper 2: Writing: 2 hrs:  30% of A-level 
What’s assessed: 
• One text and one film or two texts from the list set in the specification 
• Grammar   
Paper 3: Speaking:  21- 23 minutes: (including 5 mins prep)   30% of A level 
What's assessed: 
• Individual research project 
• One of four sub-themes i.e. Aspects of French/German/Spanish-speaking society:   
current trends/current issues, artistic culture - French/German/Spanish-speaking 
world, aspects of political life in the French/German/Spanish-speaking world. 



PHILOSOPHY 

Philosophy is one of the world’s most ancient academic traditions. In the world 
we live in today, Philosophy brings in-depth consideration of our life and the 
world around us.  Many ‘big questions’ arise in our daily lives, and it is through 
the study of Philosophy that students can develop their own responses and 
understand those of others. 

 
Students have the opportunity to develop an interest in and enthusiasm for a 
rigorous study of four key areas of Philosophy. The subject is a modern 
approach to a traditional academic discipline, developing the transferable skills 
of enquiry, critical thinking and logical reasoning, as well as the ability to ask 
penetrating questions in response to dialogue. 
 
Lessons will rely heavily on intellectual discussion, with independent learning 
essential.  An anthology is provided, which acts as a springboard for detailed 
analysis of philosophical text. It is also a requirement of the course to keep up-
to-date with the ongoing debates on ethical issues by reading newspaper and 
magazine articles and use of the Internet. Candidates need to have a reflective 
and enquiring approach to the topics, and an understanding and empathy with 
a range of viewpoints. 
 
Each year in Manchester there are day conferences for the students, providing 
an opportunity to mix with other candidates and listen to eminent lecturers who 
are specialists in this field of study.   
 
AS MODULE 1 - Epistemology 
 
Epistemology is the study of the nature and scope of ‘Knowledge’ – how do we 
know what is ‘true’? Approaches studied include Realism; Berkeley’s Idealism; 
Propositional Knowledge; the nature of Knowledge; Empiricism and 
Rationalism. Scholars include Descartes, Hume and Plato. 
 
AS MODULE 2 – Philosophy of Religion 
 
The Concept of God, including the paradox of the stone and the Euthyphro 
dilemma; Arguments relating to the existence of God, including the Ontological, 
design and Cosmological arguments; the problem of evil; Religious Language, 
including the verification principle and cognitivism. Scholars include Anselm, 
Descartes, Aquinas and Ayer. 
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A2 MODULE 1 - Ethics 
 
How do we decide what it is morally right to do? Ethical theories studied include 
Utilitarianism; Kantian deontological ethics; Aristotle’s virtue ethics. The practical 
issues considered include crime, war, simulated killing in computer games and other 
media, the treatment of animals and deception. Ethical language, Meta-ethics, is also 
included in this module. 
 
A2 MODULE 2 -  Philosophy of Mind 
 
What is the relationship between the mental and the physical? Dualism; philosophical 
zombies; Qualia; Materialism; Behaviourism; Mind-brain identity theory; 
Functionalism and folk-psychology.  
 
Assessment: 
 
One exam paper at the end of AS, one at the end of A2, answering essay-style 
questions covering both modules, in 3 hours. All questions are compulsory. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PHYSICS 

 
Physics is a very demanding but highly rewarding A-level. The prospective 
candidate will be determined and dedicated, perseveres through challenges, 
does background reading and works with peers and teachers to solve taxing 
situations. Being stimulated by the complexities of the world: nanoscopic to 
macroscopic and wanting to further develop their science analytical skills in 
experimentation is desirable. Though it is not essential, it is very desirable for 
perspective students to study A-level Mathematics in parallel with the course 
as a confidence in dealing with mathematical techniques such as rearranging 
equations, thorough analysis of graphs, using logarithms, etc. will be needed. It 
is an essential A-level to have in following engineering type degree courses, 
whilst also it is respected qualification in areas such as medicine, dentistry, law 
and management. 

For students who choose to study AS and A-level, the course includes: 

1. Measurement and their errors 
2. Particles and radiation 
3. Waves 
4. Mechanics and materials 
5. Electricity 

 
For students who continue to study at A-level, the course includes: 

Compulsory: 
 
6. Further mechanics and thermal physics 
7. Fields and their consequences 
8. Nuclear physics 

 

 
 

             One of the following options: 

9.  Astrophysics 
10. Medical Physics 
11. Engineering physics 
12. Turning points in physics 
13. Electronics 
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Examined in Summer of 2017 
 
Paper 1: 34% of A-level 
Sections  1 – 5 and 6.1 (Periodic motion) 
Written exam 2hrs 
85 marks: 60 marks of short and long answer questions and 25 marks of multiple 
choice 
 
Paper 2: 34% of A-level 
 
Sections 6.2 (Thermal Physics), 7 and 8 
Assumed knowledge from sections 1 to 6.1  
Written exam 2hrs 
85 marks: 60 marks of short and long answer questions and 25 marks of multiple 
choice 
 
Paper 3: 32% of A-level 
Section A: Practical skills and data analysis 
Section B: One of the options 9, 10,11, 12 or 13 
Written exam 2hrs 
80 marks: 45 marks of short and long answer questions in section A and 35 of short 
and long answer questions in section B 
 

Entry Criteria: 
For students wanting to take A/AS level Physics a minimum Grade B at GCSE in 
Mathematics and Additional Science (Higher Tier) or Separate Science Physics. 
                                                                                                                                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                      



PSYCHOLOGY AS & A-LEVEL  

 
Psychology involves the study of mental processes and behaviour in the 
context of real life experiences. This course is for those who have an enquiring 
mind, like to discuss and wish to gain an understanding of how humans (and 
non-humans) develop, socialise and interact with each other.   
 
AS Level Psychology Course Content: 

Topic 1 Social influence  
Why do people conform to group pressures and obey authority? 

Topic 2 Memory  
How do we remember and why do we forget? 

Topic 3 Attachment  
How and why do we form attachments to others? 

Topic 4 Approaches in Psychology  
What are the origins of Psychology and is Psychology a science? 

Topic 5 Psychopathology  
What is ‘abnormality’? And how do people develop Phobias,  
Depression and OCD? 

Topic 6 Research Methods  
How is psychological research carried out and interpreted? 

Topic 7 Biopsychology  
How does the brain work? 

Topic 8 Issues and debates in Psychology  
Are Psychological studies biased in any way? 
 

A Level Psychology 
We will then pick to learn 1 topic from each of these option blocks: 
 
Option 
block 1  

Relationships, Gender, or Cognitive Development  

Option 
block 2 

Schizophrenia, Eating Behaviour, or Stress 

Option 
block 3  

Aggression, Forensic Psychology, or Addiction  

 
AS Psychology:  
 
If you choose to take the standalone AS qualification over 1 year we will study 
only topics 1-6.  
 
Examinations: You will sit 2 summer exams. 
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Paper 1: 1 hour 30 minute exam, topics 1-3  72 marks in total worth 50% of the 
      AS Grade   
 
Paper 2: 1 hour 30 minute exam, topics 4-6     72 marks in total worth 50% of the 
      AS Grade   
 
A-level Psychology: 
 
If you choose to take A level Psychology over 2 years we will cover topics 1-6 in the 
first year and topics 7,8 and 3 more (1 each from option blocks 1-3)  
 
Examinations: You will sit 3 summer exams at the end of your second year.  
 
Paper 1: 2 hour exam, topics 1-4.               96 marks in total worth 33% of the 
      A level Grade  
Paper 2: 2 hour exam, topics 5-7.   96 marks in total worth 33% of the 
      A level Grade   
Paper 3: 2 hour exam, topic 8 plus one topic from each of the 3 option blocks 
                    96 marks in total worth 33% of the
      A level Grade   
 
As with all new specifications the AS qualification is ‘stand-alone’ and does not 
contribute towards the final A2 grade. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

SOCIOLOGY                                                                                                     

 
Is this course for you? 
  

 Do you have strong essay writing skills? 

 Do you have an interest in methods of research? 

 Are you able to ‘think outside the box’ and see everyday life in a critical 
light? 

 Do you have an interest in or awareness of politics and social policy? 

 Are you interested in people – how we are different and why we are 
the same? 

Sociology is an academic subject that investigates social institutions and 
trends. It is a demanding course that will draw on skills from English, Maths 
and Science, but it is also very rewarding. The study of sociology changes 
every day because it is about the real world around us. You will learn to 
critically examine, and ask questions of, things that most people take for 
granted. 
 
AS 
 
Paper 1 – Education with Methods in Context 
50% of AS 
1 ½ hour exam – 60 marks 
Questions: Education: short answer and extended writing, 40 marks 
Methods in Context: extended writing, 20 marks 
 
Paper 2 – Families and Households with Research Methods 
50% of AS 
1 ½ hour exam – 60 marks 
Questions: Research Methods: short answer and extended writing, 20 marks 
Families and Households: short answer and extended writing, 40 marks                                                   
 
Paper 3 – Crime and Deviance with Research Methods 
33.3% of AS 
2 hour exam – 80 marks  
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A2                                                                
                                                                                                                      
Paper 1 – Education with Methods in Context and Research Methods 
33.3% of AS 
2 hour exam – 80 marks 

Paper 2 – Families and Households with Global Development 
33.3% of AS 
2 hour exam – 80 marks 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SPORT AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION A-LEVEL                                                                                         

                                                                               
A-level was introduced in September 2003 and is a widely accepted entry 
qualification for Higher Education.   
 
The course provides a natural progression from GCSE PE by extending 
knowledge of skills, techniques and effective performance.  It provides a 
transition for those hoping to study related courses in Higher Education and an 
understanding of the important of exercise and activity.   There are two written 
exam papers that account for 70% of the A Level Award, and 30% is NEA 
(Non-Examined Assessment) which incorporates 1 practical assessment and a 
piece of Evaluation/Analysis of performance. 
 
Theoretical Content 
 
The list of topics studied across the course consists of: 
 
1. Applied anatomy and physiology 
2. Skill acquisition 
3. Sport and society 
4. Exercise physiology 
5. Biomechanical movement 
6. Sport psychology 
7. Sport and society and the role of technology in physical activity and sport 
 
Questions students will be able to answer include: 
 

o How does the human body prepare for and respond to exercise and 
how can it be trained in order to optimise performance 

o How did the sports that we recognise today begin and develop  
o How do technological developments impact on sport 
o How does the body and brain learn new skills and allow these to be 

used 
 
The two papers will include multiple choice, short answer and extended writing 
questions that will test a student’s ability to recall information, apply information 
to particular settings and analyse/evaluate the appropriateness of theories 
students to given situations.  The ability to handle and analyse data will also be 
a feature of the papers. 
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Practical Assessment 
 
Requires students to be assessed in one of these two areas: 
 
o Practical performance  
o Role as a leader / coach 
 
This will be assessed in a competitive context of a full game performance e.g. 7-a-
side Netball game/15-a-side Rugby Union Game 
 
Also complete an Evaluation and Analysis of their Personal Performance and present 
this in a verbal or written format. 
.   
In the practical areas, the candidate must demonstrate the ability to perform a range 
of core and advanced skills to a high level within a high performance context.   They 
need to analyse and critically evaluate their own and others physical performance 
and apply their knowledge of the theoretical principles and concepts of their activity to 
help them improve their level of work.  Candidates need to continually undertake 
physical activity both in and out of school especially in their chosen activities. 
The list of activities you can be assessed in is shown in the table below 
 
Entry Criteria: 
5 A*-C GCSEs minimum.  It would be a distinct advantage, but not essential to have 
studied GCSE Physical Education. Continual performance in your chosen practical 
activity, at the highest possible level, is an absolute must. 
 
 

Amateur 
Boxing 
 

Association 
Football 

Athletics Badminton Basketball Camogie Canoeing 

Cricket 
 

Cycling Dance Diving Gaelic 
Football 

Golf Gymnastics 

Handball 
 

Hockey Equestrian Hurling Kayaking Lacrosse Netball 

Rock 
climbing 
 

Rowing Rugby 
League 

Rugby  
Union 

Sculling Skiing Snowboarding 

Squash Swimming Table 
tennis 

Tennis Trampolining Volleyball 
 

 

 

 
 



From 2009 – 2015 our students achieved places at the following Universities: 
 

Aberystwyth Geography; History; Human Geography; International Politics; Law with Criminology; Mathematics; Museum and Gallery 

Studies; Zoology 

Anglia Ruskin Sports Journalism 

Bangor Diagnostic Radiography, English Literature and Classical Literature & Civilisation; Computer Science (with an Industrial 

Year); Environmental Science: Nuclear Science and Materials; Primary Education Leading to Qualified Teacher Status 

Bath Mathematics; Pharmacy; Politics 

Bath Spa Fine Art 

Bedfordshire Applied Psychology 

Birmingham Dentistry (5 years); Geography; Geology (3/4 years); Psychology; Sport and Exercise Sciences; Sociology 

Birmingham University College Food and Consumer Management 

Bournemouth Art Foundation; Computer Visualisation and Animation; Games Technology 

Bradford Clinical Sciences/Medicine Foundation (Year 0) 

Bristol Geography; Geology; Law; Neuroscience; Cellular and Molecular Medicine; Mathematics and Computer Science; 

Mathematics; Physiological Science  

Brunel Multimedia Technology and Design (4 year Thick SW) 

Cambridge Chemical Engineering (via Natural Sciences); Geography; Medicine; Natural Sciences 

Cardiff Archaeology/History; Business Management; Chemistry; Chemistry with a year abroad; English Language; Geography; 

Law; Mechanical Engineering; Medicine; Microbiology; Operating Department Practice; Optometry; Pharmacy; Philosophy; 

Politics; Spanish; Sociology and Social Policy;  Zoology 

Cardiff Metropolitan Sports Biomedicine and Nutrition, Sports Development, Psychology 

Central Lancashire Art & Design (Foundation entry); Chemistry; Games Design; Musical Theatre; Foundation Year in Business then 

Marketing; Neuroscience; Photography and Fashion & Brand Promotion 

Chester Accounting and Finance; Biomedical Sciences; Business Studies; Business Management and Events Management; 

Computer Science; Early Childhood Studies; Events Management; Early Years with QTS (3-7 years); Geography; Law & 

Business Studies; Primary with QTS; General Primary (5-11 years); History; Journalism;  Law; Psychology; The Light 

Project;  

City, London Journalism (3 years or 4 year SW) 

Coventry Adult Nursing; Criminology; 

Cumbria Early Years Education; Policing 

Demontford Footwear Design 

Durham Chemistry; General Engineering; Law; Modern Languages; Natural Sciences; Politics; 

East Anglia Culture, Literature and Politics 

East London Advertising and Marketing 

Edge Hill Early Childhood Studies Media (Film and Television); English Language; Business and Management (Accounting);  

Primary Education with QTS 

Edinburgh Art; Astrophysics; Primary Education (4 years)  



Exeter English & History; Philosophy 

Glasgow Mathematics/Economics 

Gloucester Events Management; Primary Education:  3-7 Foundation/Key Stage 1 

Glyndwr Broadcasting, Computer Game Development (Inc. Foundation Year); Design; Graphic Design & Multimedia; Education 

and Childhood Studies; Journalism and Media Communications; Primary Education with QTS; Broadcasting Journalism 

and Media Communications (including Foundation Year); Design Communication; Information Technology  Management 

for Business; Psychology 

Harper Adams Agriculture (with year 0); Agricultural Engineering; Animal Science; Countryside and Environmental Management; Equine 

Science; Equine Studies; Food and Consumer Studies; Food Industry with Management  

Hull Psychology with Sport Science 

Imperial Physics 

Keele Biology; Biology and Geography; Biology (Major with 2nd subject) Business Management and Human Resource 

Management; Business Management with Media; Business Studies (Study abroad); Communications & Culture; 

International Relations and Politics; Law; Mathematics; Management and Organisation (Human Resource Management); 

Physiotherapy; Politics and International Relations;  

Kent Architecture 

Kings College, London Film Studies; Philosophy and Ethics; Religion; War Studies  

Lancaster Biochemistry; Business Studies; Environmental Biology;   History and Politics; Politics; Spanish Studies and Politics; 

Accounting, Finance and Mathematics; Theatre Studies; Mathematics; Philosophy 

Leeds History; Product Design; Communications; Medicine; Zoology; Graphic and Communication Design; Physics with 

Astrophysics; French; Management; Mathematics; Genetics 

Leeds Metropolitan Business and Management; Sport and Exercise Science; Journalism; Building Surveying; Events Management; Sport; 

Sports Coaching; Sports Marketing; Leisure & Culture; International Tourism Management; Fashion; Law 

Leeds Trinity Primary Education: Early Years 

Leicester French and Spanish; Computer Science (with a Year in Industry) 

Lincoln Biochemistry; Product Design; Sport & Exercise Science 

Liverpool Mathematics; Biological Science; Criminology and Sociology; Combined Honours; Geography; Mathematics; Business 

Studies with a Year in Industry; Electrical Engineering and Electronics with a Year in Industry 

Liverpool John Moores Architecture; Biomedical Science; Business Management; Civil Engineering; Events Management; History; Marketing; 

Interior Design; Business Studies; Creative Writing and Film Studies; Architecture; Forensic Science;  Marketing; 

Education Studies and Special and Inclusive Needs; Sport & Exercise Science; Fine Art;  

London College of Fashion Access to HE Diploma (Fashion) 

Loughborough Human Biology; Fine Art 

London South Bank Marketing 

 

 

 

 



Manchester Ancient History; Biomedical Sciences; Geography; Italian Studies; Management; Mechatronic Engineering with Industrial 

Experience (5 years); Middle Eastern Studies and a Modern Language; English Language; Mathematics; Accounting and 

Finance; English Language and Screen Studies; International Management; Chemical Engineering with Industrial 

Experience; Biochemistry with Industrial/Professional Experience (4 years); Psychology; Chemical Engineering; Medicine; 

Engineering with an Integrated Foundation Year; Engineering with an Integrated Foundation Year;  

Manchester College of Technology Broadcast Television 

Manchester Metropolitan Accounting and Finance; Applied Computing; Business; Business Management; Sport and Exercise Science; Primary 

Education; Criminology/Sociology; English and Creative Writing; Art Foundation; History; Product Design and Technology; 

Criminology/Psychology; Advertising Management and Brand Management; Human Geography with study in Europe, 

North America or Australia; Photography; Marketing Management (Sandwich); Early Years and Childhood Studies; 

Fashion Buying and Merchandising; Filmmaking; Psychology; Sport and Exercise  Science 

Myerscough College Rugby Coaching 

Newcastle Geography and Planning; Mathematics ; Architectural Studies; Business Accounting and Finance; Chemistry; Economics 

and Mathematics; Politics and History; Archaeology; Mechanical Engineering; History 

Newport Criminology & Criminal Justice 

Northampton Police and Criminal Justice Services; Criminology; Geography 

Northumbria Criminology and Sociology; Sport Development with Coaching ; Psychology 

Nottingham Biochemistry; Biology; Geography; History; Pharmacy; Chemistry; Management Studies; Psychology; Biology; Medicine 

Nottingham Trent Architecture; Business, Computer Science and Mathematics; Fashion Management; Furniture and Product Design; Law; 

Law with Business; Planning and Property Development; Property Investment and Finance; Product Design; Physics 

Oxford Physics (3 years) 

Oxford Brookes Business Management/Law; Business of Real Estate; Business and Management; International Hospitality Management; 

Equine Science; History of Art; Psychology 

Plymouth Applied Geology; Digital Art and Technology; Economics with Politics; Extended Science (Year 0): Maritime Business and 

Maritime Law; Physical Education and General Primary 5-11 years;  

Portsmouth English Literature 

Reading Archaeology; Philosophy 

Reese Heath Equine Science and Management 

Royal Holloway English 

Salford Journalism and Broadcasting; Criminology and Sociology 

Sheffield English Literature; Politics; Zoology; English Language; International Business Studies; Psychology; Business Studies; 

Motor Sports Engineering Management; Law with Spanish; Urban Studies and Planning; Law; Law (European and 

International); Medicine (Phase One); Geography; Biology (3 years); Law; Chemistry (3 years); Health and Human 

Sciences 

Sheffield Hallam Architecture and Environmental Design; Building Surveying; Business & Marketing; English Language; Human Biology; 

Marketing Communications & Advertising; Mechanical and Design Engineering; Media; Physiotherapy; Real Estate; Sport 

Business Management; Working with Children, Young People and Families; Marketing Communications and Advertising; 

International Business Studies; Nursing (Adult) 



Southampton Fashion and Textile Design; Mathematics (4 years) 

St Andrews Geography 

Staffordshire Event Management; Film Production Technology; Law 

Stirling Biology; Politics; Sport and Exercise Science; Economics; Marine Biology 

Sunderland Modern Foreign Languages (German) and Sport 

Surrey Mathematics 

Suffolk Paramedic Science 

Swansea Business Management (Accounting); English Language Studies 

University College London Economics; Anthropology; Law 

University of the Arts, London Fashion Design and Development 

University of West of England Economics; Early Childhood Studies and Education 

University of Wales, Cardiff English & Creative Writing 

Warwick College Veterinary Nursing 

Warwick English and German Literature; Mathematics; Engineering; History 

Westminster Biochemistry 

West London Psychology 

West of England, Bristol Diagnostic Imaging; Nursing (Adult Nursing) 

Winchester Fashion; Media & Marketing 

Wolverhampton Policing 

Worcester Cricket Coaching & Management 

York English/History of Art; Politics with International Relations; Biochemistry; Management with a Year in Industry; Law; 

Chemistry (4 years); Chemistry, Resources and the Environment with a year abroad (4 years)’Criminology; 

English/Linguistics (Equal); English; Politics 

York St John Physiotherapy; Fine Arts; Media; History 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 


